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@® Personal Suite

® AsimCDFS

® Digital Universe

@ A600 accelerator

® Magic User Interface 3
® Lightwave CDs

® Digita Organiser 2




floppy

HEWLETT PACKARD
1 GIGABYTE 3.5 SCSI ...
MICROPOLIS

1 GIGABYTE 25 IDE

OTHERS
8OMB 2.5 IDE ..
120M8 2.5 IDE

External IDE hard disk for the AS0D
comes complete with an internal ROM
switcher, and upgradable to M8 RAM

M-TEC ATS00 BARE ... . £99
M-TEC ATS00 4201 £259
MEMORY REQUIRSS 361 S

Save 1.5MB on a standard floppy drive
and 3MB when used in conjunction
with the XL Drive 1.76.

FLOPPY EXPANDER ... £10

Oisk Expander can add upto 10 50% to

any Kickstart.

DISK EXPANDER

drives

External PCMCIA 3.5" IDE hard disk

OVERDRIVE BARE £99
OVERDRIVE 420MB £259

270 4 GIGABYTE
4708 GIGABYTE

270 4 CARTRIDGE DL90

470 8 CARTRIDGE DL120 ...

128 OPTICAL

1.3 GIGABYTE DISK .
33 e miaie for o RRABEAL
Optical

5.25 SCS1 or IDE CASE £79.95
35" SCSl o IDE CASE £79.95

21P DRIVE 100MB SCS1 ... £179.95
100MB DISKETTE £15.95

Sackup to 5208 onto 8 she S tap
ersion 3 has new backup modes for
Amig'swith 68020 of igher CPU

VIDEO BACKUP SCART
VIDEO BACKUP PHONO.
UPGRADE TO VERSION 3

SQUIRREL SCS! INTERFACE

AURA
MEGALOSOUND.

Sl £19.95

auirrel scai interface
Tncluded uhere you

256 x 32 SIMM 72-PIN (1M8)
512X 32 SIMM 72-PIN (2M8) .
1 32 SIMM (4MB)

2X32 SIMM (8M8)

4X 32 SIMM (16M8)
1X8SIMM 32-PIN (1MB) ..
4 X8 SIMM 32-PIN (4M8)

1X 4 STATIC COLUMN A3000. .

WORKBENCH 3.1 AS00/2000
WORKBENCH 3.1 A3000/4000
ROM SHARE DEVICE

2,04 ROM CHIP

award winning amiga peripheral manufacturers




gvp products P
EMPLANT MAC BASIC . ... £239.95
EMPLANT MAC OPTION A © £279.95
EMPLANT MAC OFTION 8 . £279.95
EMPLANT MAC OELUXE .. £399.95
£586 O MODULE .

£89.95

4 68020 EC processo accelerator card for  Increase your Amiga 5002000 chip RAM to A 2MB RAM bosrd for the AS00 which fts
the AS00 and AS00+, with an option {0 it @ total of 2MB. MegaChip does this by  n th trap door it

2 68881 o 68882 co-processor (PLCC or  using its own 2MB RAM and also NOW  as00 Jwi £50
PGA). This card can fit upto 4MB FAST  includes a 2MB Fat Agnus. No soldering is o

RAM and s fully auto-configuring. required MEMORY CARDS

NOT COMPATISLE WITH GUP HARD DRV, MEGACHIP RAM L£159.95 512K RAM WITH CLOCK .
512K RAM WITHOUT CLOCK .£19.95
A500 68020 EC OM8 RAM .. .£99.95 AG00 1MB RAM £39.95

450068020 £C 4MB RAM . .£239.95

ACEEX V32 BIS 14.4 vorst wmovin£ 139
X-LINK Thut voa 20 57 rsroveo £229.95 phone arders

DAPT £15  AS00+ 1MB RAM £29.95

postat orders

EPSON STYLUS INC.PAPER £489

SYSTEM OWNED . Se by
EPSON STYLUSIPRO XL INCLUDE STUDIO I SOPTWARE SIS mpvors DESCRIPTION ... . .
STUDIO Il SOFTWARE . £49.95 ] il i
PICASSO Il 2M8 RAM £249.95 St trders TOTAL AMOUNT (inc. delivery) £ .
PICASSO I 2MB RAM ... £399.95 CREDIT CARD NO.
CYBERVISION 64 £329.95 EXPIRY DATE .. . -SIGNATURE
VIDEO DAC | .£25 DELIVERY 2-3 DAYS £2.50 NEXT DAY £5 SAT £10
MAXIGEN 3 .. .£299.95

01234 273000 POWER COMPUTING LTD

44A/B STANLEY STREET
01234 352207 BEDFORD MK41 7RW |-
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SYSTEM.

SYSTEM NEWS

Do you want to know about all the latest
happenings in the Amiga World, well you
‘might find out here. Take a look, go on.
We don't bite!

LEADING LAP 92
We review Kellion Software’s 3D racing

game, to please all the fans of Microprose’s
Formula One Grand Prix

INBALL MANIA| 96
If anymore Pinball games arrive on the

, someane could open up o e
Pinball shop? Hmm, that'd be nice

ALA 9
At presenting you with two Pinball games,
e now going to present you with
‘bumper crop of Helicopter
games! Wel, two actually

Team

E]Evuws

Mui 3 ST 2|

The software responsible for countless
Amiga make-overs gets ts own facelitt

PERSONAL SUITE __
A one-stop-shop for typography,
painting, writing and data storage

DIGITA ORGANISER __ EB
Digita's quest for order in the
chaotic Amiga world continues

DiGITAL UNIVERSE [T

Terestrial bodies, the latestin
astrological software on test

Esnunss

LASER GUIDANCE ___ ETJ

“The search for the ultimate
Amiga CD continues

HEeALTH & HosPITALS_EX

Probot
Right, only i they set ir to every other
football game in the world...probably!

CiADEL
er Doom game! Hurrah, such
excitement. At least we'l a be experts soon

THOMAS THE TANK ENGINE 106
Ringo Starr' japery returns to grace the Amiga
screens - only he doesn't really make an
appearance, so  lied. Sorry

Tina Hackett investigates the Amiga's
pressed NHS

_'m

LOOK AHEAD ___
We talk o the gurus and sk
‘what awaits the Amiga in 96

JANUARY 1996

Apdu.o 620 72}

An accelerator that can breath
new life into a tired AG00

LiGHTWAVvE CDs - I

The add-ons just keep on coming
for the ultimate in Amiga 30

Asmcors__

The al singing, all dancing CD file
System gets an impressive upgrade

COLOGNE REPORT____ [

An exclusive report from Europe's
premier Amiga show

PowerPC__

The inside story on the chip that's ‘
set to evolutionise the Amiga

UNpercover @
AC takes to the streets in search

of a sales pitch that really sells
BEGINNER'S GuIDE 3]

The A1200 i back. Enter the beginners' guide.
Essential stuff for any Amiga newbie



HE COVERDISKS
BEGINNERS SPECIAL

A must-have collection of tools and utilities for all

Amiga newbies. Improve and power up every

aspect of the Amiga's Workbench with this great

group of  programs. Each one has been hand picked, to provide you with only
] ey the premium selection.

Over 20 programs and more than 4Mb of

data squeezed onto both disks including:

MulticX 2.24, Swazinfo, ToolManager 2.1a,

MagicMenus, Cycle To Menus, PowerSnap,

ClassAction, WBAlias, Installer and Lha.

DiskSalv, FastView 2, KingCON, ScreenClock,
SYSiHack, Devs Manager, Virus Checker, ASL
o e T v42, Calc Deluxe and Data Type collection.

IBEGUI.Alis Leers_ = B

Flaming pens and fery prose as the
readers dive the point home

USnNews_ KB PuBLIC SECTOR 56}

A marketing angle from Amiga The bargain basement. Everything must

Technologies - but only just g0 in the Dave Cusick closing down sale

NEws M@ Acas 60]
putto o theawonl

announcements from the States. by our ub:qufmus systems guru

E!MIGA GUIDE

5
112]

Shock, horror Yet more
insider info on the finer
points of formatting

The hints and tips
continue in Phi South's

Amos anthology
‘The hardware solution to m
the patching problem

auditioned by Mr Overaa

Steve White explores the m
explosive side of 20
specal effects

Paul Overaa reveals why
assembler s the only
choice for Amiga coders

The inside story on the
ARexx talents of our old
friend Ed

The condluding chapter in
Gary Whiteley's inside
guide to typefaces

Phil South logs-on and
looks around for the very
bestin on-fine imagery

The mysterious Mr Nord
explres the uncharted
depths of copyright law

TANIIARY TOOF

Future amica_I

This month Amiga Computing puts its
plans on the table for an all new
Workbench. Could this be the shape of
things to come and perhaps even the
ultimate operating system?

SUBSCRIPTIONS

For details of Amiga
Computing’s subscription
offers turn to page 83




backed memory.
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the waranty.
Compatile with ALL Amigas.

The harddive o has te acky t0 2032, 4, 6 or B of
RAM st

A500/+ 170mb HARD DRIVE £189.99
A500/+ 425mb HARD DRIVE £229.99
‘Additional RAM for the hard drive £89.59 por 2mb.

\mhmwmmuh«wumh‘m
| Amiga. The package comprises the Discology Disk,
e for

Vs rfessiona b e rost ek
0ol for

| es. Mmﬁgﬂhmﬂdmm,lmﬁnnlﬂll
/50 page manual.

AG00 MEMORY EXPANSIONS
1MB WITHOUT CLOCK £34.99
1MB WITH CLOCK £39.95

4mb £174.
8mb £28:

‘o the nemal IDE intrfoo 1 ls0 run SCSI devies at the same time -
T Bt e b cpusts o § Yl dovces
| such a5 CDROMS, hrd drves, SQuest removeable i
o s b

Unlike other SCS! interfaces, the Datatyer SCSi+ s
patible with all known accelerators etc and it does.

DATAFLYER SCSi+ ONLY £69.99
SQUIRREL SCSI INTERFACE
ALSO AVAILABLE £59.99
PCMCIA fitting SCS! Intorface

High speed 3.5' Quantum SCS! hard rives with o with-
outa high quality enclosure with s own power supply.
420mb £214.95

"
DEDUCT £54.99

imb £39.99
2mb £77.99
4mb £129.99
8mb £239.99

\

| )
=1

bl

41200 memory expansions etc.

B v S
erd et o C ROM

nclude the appropriate Workbench 3.1 ROMS,cisks, manals and
fting instrctions.

Bring your Amiga ino us fr fiting fr ONLY. £10,00 ™

WORKBENCH 3.1
for A500/1500/2000 only :89.55
for A1200,/3000/4000 only £99.55

33mhz 68882 FPU (plcc) £49.99
40mhz 68882 FPU (picc) £69.99
50mhz 68882 FPU (PGA) 579.99

A1l FPU's are supplid with crystal sciators



ur highy rated, top quaity feature packed modems are il for

Amiga users.

Al mogems nciude our

Wit ke bl cot e e
3 o Comms and a st of Buletin
‘which you will be able to downioad vast
access to EMALL facltes

* MNP 2.4 Errr Correction

MNP 5 Data Compression.

= Fax Class | and Il compatie, Group 3

* Hayes.

Bolms from

Doutie speed
ponwer supply

SPEEDCOM+B
(14,400 V32bis) £89.99
SPEEDCOM+BF

(28,800 v34) £169.99

540mb £284.99

Pl st
docking staton and

A e e ek s s
shones andcaryig case or use a5 ersonal
Opiyer [

WITH SQUIRREL £174.99
WITH DATAFLYER £174.99

APOLLO 1220 ONLY £99.99
APOLLO 1220 +1mb £139.99
APOLLO 1220 +4mb £229,99
WITH SQUIRREL £209.99
| WITH DATAFLYER £209.99

\
\ e

@ avlltio 25 a0 toma un.

Amating vaue
in at0p qualty enclosure.

CHINON CDS435 = APOLLO 1232/50 £199.99
INTERNAL £79.99 :m: :::: ggg.gg
EXTERNAL £109.99 mi Z
EXTERNAL WITH 68882 FPU £69.99
SQUIRREL £154.99

5o st il S04 G0 FOM ane

Internal iting ABOO Acoslerator festures 65020 and FPU both running
PPANASONIC QUAD 228U 72 s sk o p 0 8 o ASTRA ay
SPEED EXTERNAL

WITH SQUIRREL APOLLO A620
OR DATAFLYER ONLY :134.55

ONLY £239.99 W + 2MB (199,05
+ 4MB :264.00

S
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FREEPHONI
0500 34054

(credit/swich card sales o
tel: 0161 796 527
for enquiries or

fax: 0161 796 320

SIREN
SOFTWARE,
178 BURY NEW R
WHITEFIELD,
MANCHESTER
M45 6QF,
ENGLAND

Access, Visa, Switch, Deltz
Connect etc accepted

Monday to Friday 9am to 6
‘Saturday mornings 9am to 1

Please phone first t
check availability
of any item.

From the M62 Junction 1
head towards Bury.
We are 50 yards on

the right hand side afte
the third set of lights.

The door to our premise

is next to the
florists opposite
the Masons Pub.



o ts good news for the Amiga's revival here in the
States ~ Escom/Amiga Technologies were pre-
sent at the gant COMDEX computer show held in Las
Vegs, Nevada in November with a small booth at the
comer of the Virtual i/0 +Glasses pavlion. 1t was 2 bit
understated, uniie the rather arge booths of the past
when Commodore chose to exhibt at the show, bu it
was ice 0 see a presence at al.

Unfortunately,there wasrit much there to dazzle the
crowd. An A4OOOT with the new 060 board was on dis-
play, but there was o software loaded on it. Ancther
A400OT displayed the capabiites of a Picasso board,
but this was certainy nothing o wit home about at

EMPLANTENHAN

Utilities Unlimited have announced MAC Emulation
Professional, a rewitten and enhanced version of the
Macintosh emulation software for the Emplant board. UU
promises that the new code is smaller and faster than previ-
ous versions, and a new interface caps it of. The original soft
ware il continue to be updated , but

show where PC vendors were
showing new 300 30 graphics cards
that made Pentium games look like they
were running on Silicon Graphics workstations.

en the units were a few A1200s running Pinball
Husions.

In one respec, the display was terribly disappointing.
Despite the fact that Amiga harduware and OS develop-
ment fias remained stagnant for over two years now,
there are plenty of applications and gadgets that Amiga
Technologies could have loaded onto the machines to
show that the Amiga s stll a force to be reckoned with,
one that can hold ts own against the newest Pentium

achines for many applica-
tions. But they missed that chance, with a bunch of
machlnes showing Workbench screens and pinball

OOt o had, thi e st o Amiga owners
thought they would never see an Amiga at COMDEX
ever again, so it was a refreshing surprise to see the-
company making any kind of effort ~ however disap-
pointingly executed ~ to get back into the North
American market

CED

1dlook to the Professional version for new features.

The update costs $34.95, which sn't unreasonable when
You consider that UU's Jim Drew has been providing free
updates to the Mac emulation since the Emplant board's ini-
til release. The update includes

istered MAC Emulation Professional owners.

‘The emulation software now opens on a Public Screen
instead of a custom one, and the program now uses ASL fle
requesters If youre running Amiga03 3.0 o later, you'l even
have access o on-in help.

In the past, Emplant used 256K Mac ROMs, which had the
advantage of being inexpensive, but the disadvantage of
being dificult to find. The Professional emulation supports all
known 512K and TMb colour ROMs designed for 680x0

Macintoshes, including ROMs from the Mac I, I, lc, I si
LG, LC 1, LC 1, Colour Classic, and Quadra 700-950. All ROMs
willwork with caches enabled.

huge improvement for folks using the Mac emulation for
professional work is support for virual memor
acess o an Exhemet network, you an connec you Emplant-

ped Amiga to it using a SANA

You can also now use Mac CD-ROMs even if your CD-ROM
dive sn't connected to the Emplant SCSI ot

HER RUNNING
The Mac OS hassbeen patched 5o it won't constantly busy-
loop, which should make the Amiga side run smoother during
emulation sessions. Drew also says he's eliminated the serial
port lockups that used to sometimes occur on the Amiga side.
Other improvements include enhanced video drver support
with more colours and larger screen sizes, better fle-transfer
capabilie (you can now set iletype and creator, as well as fi-
ter files by name), and enhanced sound support. The new cus-
tom logic chip seves as more than just copy protection: it
improves bus timing, boosting performance and reliabilty of
EMPLANT's VIA interrupts, serial communications, and SCSI
operations.

For more information, write to Utilties Unlimited
Intemational, 3261 Maricopa #101, Lake Havasu City, AZ

toly rowritten MAC Emalation
Professional modul for Emplant sports an Amiga

0 The

86406 call (520) 6809004, o fax (520) 453-6407. You can
also check the new official Emplant web page at

JANUARY 1996

HicitaL
SPACE

The Digital Universe is an astronomy pro-
gram for the amateur of professions)
abserver. It combines the advantages of
traditional ‘planetarium’ programs with a
massive hypertext multimedia encyclopae-
diato create an effctive tool which assists
the user in observing and learing about
the heavens. Fit thousand lines of code,
more than 700 pages of hypemext and
thousands of man-hours have gone into
58 prosn o ke i kGl
program of s clss.
The software was created with assis-
tance from the Canadian Space Agency,
Research Coundil of Canada,
NASA, JPL, NORAD, the European Space
Agency, the Bureay des Longitudes, the
Smithsonian Astrophysical Observatory,
By e
eral other organisations worldwide, so
smld e sarios g T X Tl
Digital Universe see page 64 of
props usue and you can also access the web.
browser on hitp://www:syz.com/ for full
info and a demo version.
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o= iDuplicaiim System

Discoiogy is the optimum pack-
age for beginners & experts
alike who wish to create back-up
copies of original floppy disks

FREEPHONE

Included is the Discology disk, Discology Cartidge and a 36 page 0500
printed manual (credit/switch card sales onl
o s ey 7 ooy oo (s e tel: 0161 796 527
Two Nibble modes for coping with protected IBM and Atari disks for enquiries or
Syt Scan checks for unkaown protection systems fax: 0161 796 320
Recogniton of long and short tracks

Modem users can backup disks via a modem to another Amiga
anyuere i the worid

Full multitasking, copies withhigh densiy disk etc
Full pdate service is available for registered users

SIREN
Discology comprises al the SOFTWARE,
i £19.99 | 178 BURY NEW R
top quality back-up WHITEFIELD,
progam.  Telephone for a 7itZZ MANCHESTER
full information sheet M45 6QF,
ENGLAND

Access, Visa, Switch, Deit
Connect etc accepted

Monday to Friday 9am to 6p
Saturday mornings 9am to 12

Please phone first to
check availability

7 of any item.
Vitus searh on any devie (Hard dis, foppy disk CDROM etc)
Quick tracing of link and fil viruses etc.
Block Test to search for viuses at the block level of a device From the M62 junction 1
Automated unpacking of compressed programs for vius checking W';E:rg g’g;;‘:dss'?nfy‘-he
Recognition of Bootblock Viruses with analysis Hght Bacd'aids efter th
‘Safeguards hard drives Rigid Disk Blocks

third set of lights.
The door to our premise
is next to the
florists opposite
the Masons Pub.

Includes a comprehensive 50 page printed manuzl
Fullupdate service o regstered users

Includes many more features. £19.99

Te ne for a 7itzZ
sheet
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STOPPERS

G fuure of the Amiga s alle and. 0 The ot scrsbers
Kicking if the announcements at the ~conference - Koy figures

on a mass mark
to this Phase 5, 3 German
turbo board manufacturer,
independently announced that
they wil be releasing a Power
PC board which will start with
the MPC603e and will run at
100MHz upwards. They will
then go on to release a profes-
sional version — the MRC604
which also starts at 100MHz.
This will be a 64-bit local bus
system with the option of PCl
capabilities. Priced between
1000 and 2000 DM, it will be
available for the A1200, A3000 from Pha

latest computer shows are anything o go by.
The first show on the agenda was the Video
Toaster Expo which was held in Los Angeles
on 2 November where the choice of the
PowerPC for the next generation Amigas was
revealed. It is hoped that the frst “Power
Amiga’ will be available in the first quarter of
1897 and will use the PowerPC 604 RISC
CPU. They wil be backwards compatible with
curent models

Manfred Schmitt commented [at the

of  rosy fut

also because it is actually the only RISC
processor that is currently used in personal
computers, which wil nsure us that needed
quantities wil be available at atractve prices

EW AMIGA'S HIT BY
COMPATIBILITY PROBLEM

[ issunted customers who recntl bought the
new Amiga Magic Pack are returning some
software back to the shops because of a compatibiity
problem.

Computer Retail News, a trade paper for retailers, fan
a story which suggested that etalers had been urged to
remain calm after Amiga Technologies admitted there
was a problem with the new machines. Some old and

varied from ‘anti-piracy code’ to ilegal software prac-
tices' by inhich they mean the developers have not been
sticking to the Commodore AmigaDOS guidelines.
Howwever, many games incorporate this llegal code as

o comincsaveryone

and A4000.

boards will also be released in January or
February 1996 and will come with a compiler
for Power PC code. The commercial board
should be ready for summer 1996. The pro-
ject i already being supported by Amathera,
Softwood and SoftLogik.

POSITIVE NEWS
The Cologne show was also very pasiive for
the Amiga oo and the developers conference
brought news ofthe Intemet package, the set
top box, and support for developers
Confidence was _high, and Petro
Tyschtschenko was eage to point ut the sig-
nificance of the Amiga in their plans: “We
want to show our commitment t the Amiga

part of their piracy protection. Jonathan Anderson,

‘And the solution? Box sickers stating this were

() The PowerpC board

2 The new Amige Magic P
Pl crclooc oo U
et by ncemptiblty probloms

JANUARY 1996

platform, not as a quick money
maker for the Christmas sea-
son, but as one of the most
important strategic challenges

graphics processing, Intemet
and many more applications.”

The Intemet bundle in ques-
tion s one that will be marke-
ted as a complete package and
willinclude modem and cables
with the software pre-installed
on the hard drive. Manfred
Schmitt commented: “We will
use the Amiga technology to
provide very cost-effectve on-fine solutions.
These can be marketed as set-top boxes or
as Amiga computers equipped with the
necessary hard - and software.

He continued: “The actual computer mar-:

ket i widely occupied by Intel and Microsoft
latforms. We think that this combination is
ot satisfying for all uses. There is a strong
market for the home computing below
1000DM. For Internet surfing, spending
25000M for a PC is not what | would call 3
home-oriented solution. These are definitely
market segments where the Amiga 1200 can
be more competitve.”
See our Cologne show and Power PC
features for more detais




EDI. BACK IN BUSINESS

T he 10 November brought good
1o struggling computer dis-

shops, Silca. Following our report last
month that the company had applied for
an Administration Order, just four weeks
Tater they are back in business following
atake-over by Anglo Corporation PLC.

Anglo Corporation made their interest
known as soon s Prodis PLC (the hold-
ing company of SDL) went up for sale.
Anglo was founded by Stuart Tidy and
Dovid Gsing 4 anber o the Gy

il whose business interests include
e Notiond Fakig Corporation) and
1% has financing of £5 million including €2
million in share capita,specificallyfor the takeover.

SDUs financial troubles were caused by the collapse of Commodore Intemational and not
helped by the fact that when they tried to move into other markets, the supply of PCs from
companies such as 1BM and Compaq were eratic

Gosling and Tidy wil now be joint Chairmen of the company and Siica's original partners,
Tony Deane and Mike West, have been offered the position of Directors on the Anglo
Corporation board. Tidy commented: “Our immediate focus willbe to concentrate on taking full
advantage of the busy Chistmas season. The next two months should see the new company of
10 a good start, allowing us time early in the new year to reflect on our performance and
prepare our future srategy accordingly.

Part of that strategy will be the search for new product lins to strengthen and broaden the
Siica product portiolio. When asked whether they would il be as dedicated to the Amiga fine,
John Arundel, Group Marketing Controller commented: “We're very committed to the Amiga —
that's obviously where we'e very strong, s our speciality.”

Anglo have also tated that they will be honouring all existing customer warranties and prod-
uct deposits that were in place before the takeover. Arundel continued: “They [Anglo
Corporation] are very committed to the customers — they are not obliged to do this but they
Want to keep the good relationship Siica have builtup over the years”

() The new owners of SDL (middie) have offered the
riginal partners a position on the Board of Direct

Decenbe) ut e s il
ojct has b

[lorive

o=
1 The Amiga @ Drive will
rotail at €229 including VAT

§ pecifcations for the new Amiga

Technologies CO-ROM dive have
been revealed. Called the Amiga Q Drive,
itis an external, Quad-speed, CO-ROM
drive that connects to the Amiga
600/1200 via the PCMCIA slot. Priced at.
£229 (including VAT) the Q Drive will be:
able to run CD32 software with software
emulation, play Audio CDs, and an auto-
matic slideshow feature for viewing
PhotoCD. It offers a transfer rate of
600Kbs and ATAPI/EIDE interface. The
sound will also be mixed with Amiga
sound output. The drive should be avail-
able this December, so expect a full
review sooh.

IliRTUALLY THERE

T he Virtual Realty headset,
caled the -glasses,

puter or games console and the user
wil then be able to experience 30
video games.

The Amiga (composite/TV) headset (, The Virtuat Hgtasses -
takes any PAL composite ideo source the utaro. But when witl
10 produce a virtual 80" colour display, e #e@ the seftware?
But now, an Upgrade Set s also available to give the composte version
allthe powers of the PC such as headtracking, which allows three degrees
of movement in all directions. The glasses are apparently selling quite
well with people who want to be ‘the first in there’” according to Siica’s
Madetng Cotle Jon Arnde. e oflred: Welse g thig o
this in the future.” Although there i, as yet, n software for the
glasses to reap the full benefits, Arundel (ommenled “You'l get the ful
beneit with 3D games - it will ol come to fuiton.

.YQUICK MENTION

the thousands of sers

hey can be

S e SO R S T
number of other groups, they have recently published t
hlights

pipitior whick
cowboy PD houss
nyone wantin o contac them cando s0on 0181455 1626,

Shes sech o5 Tp-eff B s

AMmiGA COMPUTING
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new CDROM prodict enphasies o on

witneBardoyS




3 The Canon BC-610 promises the
lowest running costs on the market

[@anonN FoDDER

Following on from the successful Canon BIC-600e
printer is their latest launch, the BIC-610. Aimed at
SOHO Gsers, it offers 720x720dpi resolution colour
‘quality and by keeping their system of four separate
print/colour cartridges, running costs will be kept to @
minimum. it will prin on  wide range of media and
promises high resolution, whether on plain o glossy.
Fast drying inks will also ensure that colours won' blur
even with complex images. Its Automatic Sheet Feeder
will hold 100 pages and when manually fed, the printer
can produce double-sided documents.

Product Analyst, Julian Rutland commented: “We've
designed BIC-610 with the users of dedicated colour
prnters in mind, and are confident that it offes the
Towest running costs on the market.” He continued
“The BIC-610 will be invaluable in the small office
where the quality of proposals, reports, presentations «
and pre-press work is paramount.”

The printer has an RRP of £449 + VAT.

/)

[Lever TRIX

A i Development have announced the release of Amige-
working system which comes bundied with the new version of Envoy, *
the networking software that was developed by Commodore’s Amiga
Networking Group. The system offers the possibility of ‘peer to peer
networking with file and printer sharing, and 20 machines car be linked
together using RGS8 coax with BNC connectors conneted o a specialfloppy
diive port connector.

Tt lso has a DMA transfer ate of 450,000 bps from network to memory,
5o avoids the heavy CPU contention of siip/pamet. Envoy 20 has new fea-
tures siich as support of AmigaO' 2.04 DOS packet types, support for remov-
able media, enhanced reliability and robust recovery, localisation and
‘AmigaGuide documentation. AmiTrix can be contacted by e-mail -

PTONICAL
ILLUSION

[V} utimedia Amiga compa
Optonica, are currently giving
machine’s corporate ambitions 2
boost by supplying huge video walls
ven by Amigas to football stadiu
throughout the country. They ha
already installed the system
Wolverhampton FC with a 35ft comer
comer screen size. It has attracted i

ract
offer the opportunity to debate how

sales@amitrix.com

BATurDAY NIGHT

L oter fevr sweeps the nation again and Anthea
Tumers face beams out fom the screen, as the many
hopeluls hold their beath...t could be you

Pro-scit, amongst many, pi

the industry should tackle the huge
problem of piracy.

FEVER

Soft for Amiga gamblers. The fis o be released is Pro-Footbal,
a predicion generator for both the UK and Austrlian) football
eagues To folow is Pro-Greyhounds which i, as you'd guess, 3

fullotery program and new for next year is Pro-Lottery ‘96
Keeping the key features of the orginal, it aso incorporates
the improvements suggested by uskrs o the original

ofthe 49

Free Demos are available to anyone interested. Send an
SAE and two blank disks to: Pro-Soft, 10 Lovell Park Heights,

4 perm genera
possible numbers. This i one of three new programs from Pro-

Leeds LS7 1DP. By mentioning Amiga Computing you can
ing the full

est from other clubs to0 and Optoni
are now developing a similar system
West Ham.

Their future plans include installing
the project for Aston Vill, but they se8
the real jewel in the crown as the 4
screen planned for Glasgow Rangers F8
“We consider ourselves to be a profes
sional organisation developing produc
for the Amiga in exactly the sort of mas
kets Amiga Technologies are talking
about” remarked Lee Gibson, Managing
Director of Optonica.
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EXTRACTING

COVERDISK FILES

To extract the programs off the second.
disk you must make sure you have boot-
ed your computer with the first cover
disk, otherwise your Amiga will not be
able to find the cinstaller
frustration will soon set in. Hard drive
users should double dlick on the SetUp-
HD icon before extracting any of the files.
To extract any single archive, simply
double-click s icon and follow the on-
screen instructions. If you want to quickly
extract the program to RAM, select the
NOVK.‘E

andmmngammmeneﬂ.mepmguvn
‘can then be found in your RAM disk.
You also have the option of using a

rmdybllctsafdvsk:wappmganda

TooLMANAGER
2.1A
Author: Stefan Becker
Workbench: 2.04

ToolManager s an amazingly helpful program,

ons and extensions
to the Workbench. The prime use of
ToolManager is to allow you to have easier

you

extracted m off

the cover disk there is a pre-witten install
copy the necessary progr

install it by hand.

Jargon
box

A special disk double this month, for

everyone with “L” plates firmly slapped

onto the side of their Amiga'’s.

demo configuration which will give you a
what T

By dropping a programis con ntothe prefer-
ence program’s window, you are abl to give it
 number of very useful extras.

oben you drup o progiam into

ToolManager the popan ok s fov
oo v that progr

i spltinto
a number of sections - exec, sound, image,
icon, menu, dock, and access. The exec. sound
and image parts allow you to add those types
o the program, 50 the exec section is where

sound and image
sections allow you 10 add sound samples,
icon, graphicsfles and animation fles.

The sound and image sectons are available
because it is possible to add sounds and
images to certain parts of Tool Manger.
Therefore, when a program is run a

ing sound can be generated.

All these sections allow you to ‘drag and
drop’ objects into them, 50 to add an icon
image to the image section just drag the
image you want over to the preference

JANUARY 1996

This then
adds a new entry to the ls view. To aker any
of that objects settings you just have to dou-

window and ‘drop’

ble-lick on that entry and a new window will
open with al the adjustable setings that are
avaiable.

When you drop a new program into the
exec section, ToolManager will ask whether
You want just the program adding to the exec
fist or whether it should also add the pro-
gram’s icon o the image lst,as well as giving
it a menu entry and also an icon to the

kbench,

A menu entry will make the program's
name appear n the Workbench Tool menu,
which allows you to run the program by
selecting it from there. Similal, an icon entry
creates an icon on the Workbench, and by
double-cicking on this icon or dropping a fle
into theicon the progra un.

X e i ToolManager is the
docks function. This allows you to have a
of programs represented by a lst of

buttons on the workbench. This it can be
made to appear anywhere, can appear or dis-
appear, and can be viewed either as icons or

2 text. Once you have  number of programs
in the exec lis, you can create a new dock. If
yougoto section and click on ‘new’
window appears that allows you to adjust
the new dock. From here you can change

wheve it will appear, how it will ook, and .

you can add what is known as a hotkey. A
hotkey is a combination of ey greoyd
ich will then automaically make the Lo
ppear or disappear. For instance, n t-
S48 Tocks dock, ype alcF, and you caB
now call up the dock by pressing the alt and t
e
38 progrs b dck you e
pms the Edit Tool List, cick on ‘new in this
o &k on e chocss e bin
the new program o add to that
ok T ot perhaps,
but it works. Fom here it i also possile to
choose images and sound to go along with
that program button.
You are best experimenting with allthe set-
tings and using the test button to see what
ave, as there are 50 many optons
and the instructions do not explain things too
wel
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CLASSACTION

omputers are really thick. | mean really really thick - even
thicker than the coffee we have to put up with from
our drinks machine and for which we have had several

FAULTY DISKS
If you should find your Amiga
Computing CoverDisk damagtd
or faulty, please return it to:

TIB Plc, TIB House, 11 Edward

interested construction firms seriously considering it as a
teplacement for cement.

When you give your computer a data file, unless it has a
icon supplied with it, and if you do not have the program
that generated that icon, when you xun s o
you will only get a error message. What you need is
8 ok wi ik ot whit e st e wiich pro-
gram it should be passed to, and this is what Classction
does.

A with YuulManagel an installer is available to make
instalation as as possible. Once installed you will
B e s
options for your machine.

The preference program has two main sections. One to
dd new file types and the ather to pick how a file type is
used. The way Class acton recogpises a fle type is that most
file formats have an identifing sting somewhere in the fle

Classction preferences gives you a good range
Bty o

that specifies what file it is. S0 an IFF file aways starts with
the word 'FORM, and i it s a picture fil it lso has ‘LB’ a
set distance further along.

Normally, to find out what this specialsting s you would
have to carefully examine the file with a hex editor, but
ClassAction has an auto-detect feature built in that can
automatically work out how o identify a ile type.

Once a file type is defined you can then tel Class Action
which program to pass the fle to. Thi is all done \hmugh
e equesirs and s ot vty il Ther are a\so agood
number of examples already set-up, S0 et an idea
o vl Ackin ek Bk s o s s
read the instructions!

Street, Bradford, W. Yorks BD4
7BH.

Please allow 28 days for delivery

Author: Dave Haynie
Workbench: 204 -

e of the most annoying things that can happen when using a computer s when you lose
work due t0 a disk becoming corrupt. There are usuall two main reasons for this happening.
B s tkecne i, or o gy the conpit
crashes when you are saving something to

I either of the above two happen the Amrgﬁ s fil structure becomes damaged and the oper-
ating system will not let you wite to the disk untilthe fle system has been properly repaired.
Strangely, the Workbench does not come with any sort of repair utility, which means someone.
using a hard drive that becomes damaged would be unable o fix a problem.

DiskSal is one of the best il recovery programs availabl for the Amiga. The version on the
cover diskis a shareware product, 5o i you decide o keep it you should send a payment to the
author, There is, however, a new and improved version that s a commercial product, 5o if you
feel you really need a disk sahvage program,itis well worth considering.

DiskSalv is perhaps best stored on  separate floppy,so i anything horrble happens to your
Hard drive it will aways be reacl at hand. There are a number of modes that DiskSalv works in,

i The undelet

P P youto

recover deleted and damaged fils. If you accidentally format a disk the unformat mode is the
you need, while the validate and repair functions e there to try and save damaged disks,

e e e el

MAGIc MENUS

204
T

0 The aptly named Magic Menus
will ransform your od ugly biack

Another program I reckon almost every.
Amiga user has is Cycle to Menu. This
smallsh program improves the way the
Amiga's cyde gadget works, and a prime
example is in the Time preferences. The

flick through six months it s a e tedious.
Would it not be far easier if you could just
jump stright tothe month you want?

Well that is exactly what Cyde to Menu
allows you to do by converting al the cycle
gadges to pop-up lss. So ater running it
if you now click on the month cycle gadget
instead of just going to the next month as
normal, a window with all the months

It sl possible o skip a single entry by
dicking on the firt part of a cycle gadget,
similary to skip back a single entry, press.
shiftand then cick on the cyce gadget.

An instalr is provided, in the language
of your choice, and if you double-cick on
the program after running, it a preference.
window appears allowing you to choose
ow the cyde menus look.

U s much more
appeing three

Magic Menu s probably found on almost every Amiga
B Workbenc 1 varsonms e Gl oo o
down menus into afr sxier 3D pop-up afa

‘The only installation you have to do is drop the
e douNe—dl:k
on it twice you will be able to configure the look of your

new menus thiough the easyto-use interface.

There can be problems now again with Magic Menus,
particulary when they are being used on a screen with
strange colours, because Magic Menu cannot get the cor-
rect colours it uses from those that ae at hand. This can
lead to black text being used over a black background,

JANUARY 1996

making it impossible to read any of the menus. This
occurs a lot when MultView displays a picture on its own

Togtid
keyon o keyboard. This
back to thei oiginal colours, 50 you can read then.

9




Workbench 2.04 §

MultiView is a very good program but some- another

times you need something that i a it more
straightforward to use. FastView is currently
the best all round picture viewer as it is both
very fast and supports a good number of
picture formats.

You need to intal Fastview as there are a
number of support files that have to go in the
right place. Once this has been done you only
have to double-click on its icon and then
using the requester select the picture fle or
files you want to view.

Fast View has a good number of extra
options, but these are only available through-
out the Amiga's Shell, and you need to read
the documentation on how to use them
properly.

new icon into the respe

you  would

Yet another replacement for one of
et U
of the ASL librar gives you more con-
SR o v
you do not know, most of the requesters
that pop up quite frequently are al produced
by a single library, called the ASL library. This
allows programmers to easily get choices
from the user. The main requesters used are
the normal information windows that usually
have one or two buttons i the bottom strip,
file requesters that you will use quite a lot,
and then there are the screen and fonts
u

esters.

The new version allows you to choose how
S o M i e
saying what part of the screen they should

improved
Workbench-type program replacing
 the standard icon information

amount of functionality, so this
drop in replacement gives you
frg umber o iprovements
now copy icans
oo ek bl

Socit's vinion s il x
large number of new features, let-
ting you easily adjust icon and
program settings - otherwise

separate program, or the shell to
dothis.

You can put down your tools and head off
for lunch,

Screen Clock gives you a nice discreet|
clock lurking in the top right-hand side of
Your Amiga’s screen.

it will even jump to a new screen when
you change screens, so you never lose]
track of the time.

S cand e g s . Thi
makes using requesters more consistent, so
each time you ask for a requester it will
always appear were you expect it

Author: Nico Francois
Workbench:

) Look itis a cock,t tfl the time,
what more do you want to know?

Universal cut and paste has been available to all Mac users
for a very long time, and PowerSnap i the closest Amiga
users are going 1o get. It simply allows you to select an area
of text displayed

text i to another program. This may not sound too earth
shattering, but in conjunction with MulticX's new edit func-
tion you can easily cut file names, Web site addresses and

JANUARY 1996

reque u ke,

just a few of the many function Multick

joes.

Just drop the icon in your WBStartup
drawer and read the document to get the
fow down on what every function does. All
the functions of MulticX have to be adjust-
ed via the icon's toolstypes which you get

and this program provides the Amiga with
the same function. When you first run
WBAlizs, a file requester will appear asking
you where the alias should initially be
stored

Once you have picked a location a menu
item in the tools menu is created. If you
sl s:\en i
progtam o drawer con and
Alias' from the tools m:

Youlitn otk 1S vew ala
where you ke, snapshot it, ename it, or
even run it The only restricton is that you
cannot put an alias into RAM due to the
way the link to the original program ‘is
made. To quit WBA¥ias just select its menu
item without an icon selection.



‘Author: David Larsson
Workbench: 2.04

B e

Nothing s perfect, 5o KingCON is anather improvement to AmigaDOS. This time it adds a lot of

extra functionality to what is known as the Amiga's shell. Intially | doubt you will use this too

much,but when Youdo,KngCON makes ot s b use. The amm, 1o scroll back through

e i smpt i provided and you must use this o nstall KngCON a5 it makes
some importantines t your usertrup sequence. Once nstlled 0
ference, but if you

may not noice the dif-

Jargon

mody oy 50
el d

Virus CHECKER

One thing that can cause havoc on your
macine i » compute i, Witen by ey
strange people, these nasty things can cause
al kinds of mischief, normally resuiting in

gets you get some snazzy 3D look ones.

To make the change you need to open a
Shell, found in the System drawer, and
type Ed S:Startup-Sequence. Then you
need to add the following line just

ot e you st an o
B ———

up—th sy means st p o

and the strangely similarly named Virus

ker is just what you need. To instal it

B

will copy across al the necessary extra files.

i Checker in your

Startup drawer 5o it i running each time
ch.

you will have lovely new looking system
gadgets.

Devs MANAGER
Author: Eric Sauvageau
Workbench: 2.0

sy do s

1fyou are a beginner this utiity may not be of immediate use but as time goes on you will find
use for it Devs Manager allows you to simply swap certain Workbench exter
Devs crawer where they are active and the storage drawer where they are made inactve.

This allows you to enable or disable the various extension n the Devs drawer - DOS divers,
Printer drivers, key board maps, Monitor drvers and Data Types. It akso allows you to store pro-
grams from the WBStartup drawer, therefore allowing you to easily disable startup programs. The

m needs no installation and only consists of a couple of buttons and lst views, 50 s very
simple to use.
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DATA TYPES

Workbench: 3.0

A new part of Workbench, introduced in ver-
sion three, Data Types allow any program that
supports them to recognise and load any
Data Type that you have installed on your
machine. When you fist get your new Amiga
You only have the basic FF formats, which do
however cover samples, pictures, animations
and text. As the rest of the world uses many
diferent file formas, it s handy to have a few

Gather together the most common Data
Types which includes GIF, Jpeg, TIFF, WAVE,
VOC and Font ones. All have installer scripts
for simple installation, and once installed
allow programs such as Ml
al these new file formats.

iView to handle

) We give you the most essential Data Types,
for both sample and picture files

o restrctions, and if you then decide you
like it you are obliged to send the author
the shareware fee

Normally this is no more than ten

undying grattitude of course.
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In the past

Computergraphic have

been one of the finest ci-

part, image and font spe-

cialists ~ especially with

Phase 1 being a success and

Phase 3 + 4 shortly to arive.

Not only do they cover a wide

spectrum of font volumes, they

also include some very high

images and clipart, all divided into

specifc categories

Phase 2 continues where Phase 1 left of,

with four volumes of colour fonts, not to mention

five volumes of postscript fonts, along with 71 for

use with Imagine. Along with the font file, you will also

be able to view the font as an IFF 50 you can se it instantly rather than
loading up a DIP pack-
age and importing them
directy.

Al the images and

artwork e ether in IFF
16/256 colours o HAM
interlace and they are

with
Y topics including famous

) 1 had to include a nice image of &

extremely male orien-

ted. Just by loading up

girs, you get all kinds of
beach/bikini shots, and even when you go to the sport directory, all you find
are women exercising in ll inds of positions ~ not that fm complaining of
course. If you look at the majorit of magazines of the shelves - with a few
exceptions ~ you will ind pictures of models dotted everywhere and they
really are one of the most

useful categories, 50 why not B m
P ornom
The index is excellently .|
s line
PRODUCT DETAILS

and easy to use, and with a
Product Phase 2

There are so many pictures T v
o6 5 bty o T BN Comprepok
good picture in a high quality
resolution that will come in
use,

Phase 2 is one of the best
complete packages | have
seen for a long time -~ it's
the most user-riendly and

£245¢
01255 431389

| Ease of use

1 couldn't actually find somet
enough to demonstrate the LS!

Compendium
nice picture of

A change of reviewer this

month as Andy
Maddock gets his
first dose of CD

compendiums

1 have mixed feelings
about this CD, mainly.

because it full of shiny,

brand new, spectacular

and, not to mention,

expensive cars that | shall

never have the privilege

of owning. There are pic-

tures of the famous

Dodge Viper, Mazdas and

Ferraris, not to mention lots of oddly
shaped bores with wheel

The phnes Shanaoies e ol
photographs from a recent car show, prob-
ably somewhere in Europe. They are all
presented on stands 5o unfortunately you
don't see pictures of them whizing
around spiting ditinto the air.

There are 100 photos in different for-
mats ~ Pict, Tiff, Hama and GIF. fve tried
for the e of me to come up with a proper
use for them ~ such as publishing or art
work - but they are 100 specifc to use in
anything mainstream. If you happen to be
covering something like 100 great photos
of super cars’then this CD-ROM would be
of excellent use. You could, for instance,

sometinglnterting

cmwl:mﬂndwn-
‘Dracuia, and hare it is

pictue but that's about a8
useful as they get.
It may have been morel

seems relatively cheap, 100 car photos 1o
ook at surel i a bit steey

have on offe. It may tur out to be quite
an expensive purchase.

Bottom
line
PRODUCT DETAILS

Product: Super Autos 94/95

Supplier PD Soft

i T e
01702 466933

SCORES

Ease of use

01 0o, thar nice. m,...,..-,m.

eficient image/font package
on the market.

Value For Money
Overall 90%
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Value For Money 0%
Overall 70%
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Hci-£1 sensation

Okay, who is the person with the word
processor that keeps putting sensation at

hese CD titles? At least you
ave notleft with too much doubt as to what
s 0n the CD.

SCF1 Sensation is 3 double CD, 50 you
are getting a lot of data for your money.
Before trying to dlick on any of the icons
you should run the icon named click-me.
This sets up a number of assigns and
makes sure 3l the files and programs work

conecty.

Abig chunk ofthe fist CD  two thirds of
up with various pictures, anima-
tions, samples, and music taken from a
number of the more famous Scii fims and
series, such as Aliens, Blade Runner, Dr

Generally, the picture quality ranges
amywhere from g00d to very poor.

Many of the included animations on the
st disc ave FLis, which are only ever 8-bit,
making them of use for AGA owners only.
They do, however, play back fairly quickly on
 plan A1200. | was quite interested to see
that 3 good number of the flicks are taken
from recent PC games, ik BioForge and Full
Thvotte. i is just a shame the actual games
will not be appearing on the Amiga.

el bm still managing to slip into
the Sci-fi category, are the collection of
B i e e o

they can be easily used straight
off the CO.

Other things to be found on the CD
include 3D objects for various raytracing

packages like 3D Studio, Imagine ~ which
as the most objects ~ LightWave and
Real3D. A large selecton of fary good sam-
pls, again from many Scii films and series,
are organised into their own directories,
with such classics as *Open the pod bay
doors HAL" and "1l be back” dotted about.
There is also a selection of Scii games

i smlgm offthe CD 50 you wil need

) Apart rom Star Trok,

pictures and samples. These are generally of

ooy ofmor s s achal SO
fans is the collection of documents and
AmigaGuides of various Scii programs and
UFO-type subjects. Dr Who and Star Trek get
there usual fanatical coverage, along with a
good X-iles section, letting you get all the
details and plot twists of the series

The second CD consists entirely of anima-
tions, the main three formats being the
Amiga standard IFF Anims, Mpeg, and a
large number of Fis. There are also a num-
ber of AVl animations which s the standard
Windoze film format, but there is no sup-
plied player. Therefore, the only way you will
gt 10 see these is f you have a version of
TAPavi knocking about.

Even though the CD has decent
Workbench organisation, most of the pic-
tures and animations are played by selecting
them with PD viewers, and the main two
used are ViewTek and Fick.

Generally, | think the novelty of this CD
will wear out faiy fast. It does have a wider
appeal to more than just Sci-i fans, as any-
one will be able to enjoy the animations,

fims over.

the finost seience fiction
‘This D

contains, documentation,
pictures and samples of
‘others too

HE coLour

The Colour Library features all the latest graphical PD
fom all around the world, and contains images.

part for use with publishing and artwork. Despite the
impressions the title may give, it is solely an image/ii
part CD-ROM, and has absolutely nothing to do with
colour paletes or anything suchiike.

There are over 1,700 clipart and colour images you
can import direcly from the CD-ROM without the has-
sle of taking space on your hard drive. There are three
applications included to view the artwork and images,

ed to buy or run a memory-consuming
packege just to see the forms.

The PCX datatype is included for you to slde into

LIBRARY VOLUME 1

Your Devs drawer so the pictures can be viewed, or you
can simply load Fast View which is a simple interface
designed to load and view various files. They will
appear in a matter of seconds and a wide range of
directories can be obt

The actual images contained aren't of the same qual-
ity-as Phase 2, as they are mosty in a low resolution
However, they are still well presented, containing a
thumbnails file 50 you can view all the pictures in a
partcular directory.

e CD, on the whole, is well documented and
—

a good qualty, but once you have seen all
the animations and pictures and then
shown them to your matefs, | don't think
you will be coming back to this CD too
often.

- Bottom
line

Product:

SCIA Sensation
Supplir: Epic Marketing
P €199
Phone: 0500 131485

Ease of use
implementation
Value For Money

Overall

includes a wide range of information and instructions.
for the CD itself as well as the applications included.
The subjects for the images and diipart are faily basic
and not too speifc, covering Animals, Maps, Dogs,
Men, Women, Planes and more.

In all, there's around 60OMb of clipart and images
and i you are looking for a cheap image CD packed full
of reasonable artwork with a wide range of categories

and extra features, then for £9.99 the Colour Library is
good value for money.

Bottom
line

Product:
Suppli

999
01702 466933

Ease of use
Impleentation . - .60%

Value For Money

Cllart, They, don's boast tremendons aualty ither

Overall

AmIGA COMPUTING
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ESD COMPENDIUM DELUXE VOLUME 3

17 it Software are one o the best PD com-
panes around, boasting a tremendous col-
lection of PD and Shareware, and as soon as
multimedia on the CD-ROM emerged it was
inevitable that PD companies would reish in
the fact they could store thousands of prod-
ucts from their own catalogue on CD and
release it at a vry cheap price. This is exacty
‘what 17 Bit have been doing - and to great
effect.

As usua, there is 3 good 600Mb of appli-
cations, uilites, games, modules, demos
d e These complfioss s
penny at the moment because anybody with
a half decent library can set ane up. So far,
there is no doubt that the Aminet series is
leading the way - with constant updates and
all the atest software they are very tough

e i either archived by
Lha or DMS, and a simple double-click wil
unpack it 1o your hard drive or floppy disk.
u ny other CD-ROM, it does contain
some ready-to-1un graphic/music demos ~
this makes a nice change as you escape the

archive process ~ and the demos are of a
800d quality both graphically and sonically.
There's the usual AmigaGuide database so
you can easily search the software/demo you
are looking for. However, f you'e just hrvws-
ing and looking for something interest
thenyou may nd #t 8 Fitle mire swlmord
This guide, however, i lacking seriously in
information. Although the actual CD is wel
documented, the iformi products
ey o it e e ot el
buy any of these compilations,
it usully & gt hel 1o have o 900 of
what you actually want. f you are looking for
some decent clipart images then a
compendium isn't really the best idea,
because the images won't be of the variety
and quaity of speciaist cipart CO-ROM,
if

Bottom
line

Product: _LSD Compendium Deluxe vol3
— mtsolware

01924 366982

| Easeofuse 80%

implementation 0%
Value For Money s0%

you want to explore the Amig and find il
ferent applications to use, or you want to
watch some demos manipulate your Amiga.
1f you are looking for something specific in
the PD market then the Aminet series is
undoubtedly the best. As a big lucky dip of

ERIC SCHWARTZ ARCHIVE

Eric SChWartZePro

This CD was created by the man himsel, Erc
Schwartz, and contains all of Ercs previously
released animations and artwork. He began
using an AS00 designing small animations on
Deluxe paint, and then continued to upgrade
his system, eventually using an A4000 to
design artwork in higher resolutions for out-
standing quality. With his 4000, he is now at
ease with packages such as Imagine and
Lightiave. Eic is not the only artist with work
on this CD as his colleagues from former pro-
jects have included work too, particulary Les
Dietz and Mark Stanley.

This CD is such a dream to use because
just dicing on the icons will change the pat-
tem, resolution, colours and screen for use
with the animations you want to see, depend-
ing on your set-up ~ ranging from O 13 to
30

The CD contains various animations and

pictures of the well known Rachel Racoon

seen many times, although then |

had no idea where it came from, or even who
i

% Eic Sz e comes wh e
il AmigaG 25 wel

labelled and neatly organised. This always
0 be a big problem with these CDs as

you can fit a lot of artwork onto each CD but
there tends to be too litle time to write a
time-consuming AmigaGuide. However, this
CD contains all of this and finishes it off very
professionally.

1f you like to see the more creatve side of
the Amiga, o you're just abig fan of Eic him-
self, then this CD cannot be missed. It con-
tains high quality images, such as Rachel
Racoon, as wel as some superb animations
which are all ready to run directly from the
.

ol up o beingave o the st and
creative CDs compiled and shows the Amiga's
capabiltie, while stil managing 10 please the
publcep. i ake you

Overall 80%
various kinds of animations, clipart, demos.
CapnET

sexis jokes, the compendium is a ver
iy potchise s et vl o il

Bottom
line
Propuct pETAILs |

Eric Schwartz Arhive
‘Amiga Library Senices Sewlms
2.

001 602 491 0442

objects, animations and artwork, 50 it s
axuemely 800 value for money, and
shouldn't be missed by

| Easeofuse b
s0%

| ValueForMoney  80%
Overall s0%

= g i o dreccres wiidh demy
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Hink of a typical doctor’s surgery
boring health leafles lie dog-eared
on the shelves with all the appeal
of soggy lettuce, and outdated

Hello magazines are the only other form of

entertainment while you wait for your turn.

That i unless your surgery is one of the thou-

sand that i leaping nto this century by provid-

ing patients with an informative mutimedia
presentation which gies you the latest
promotion messages and information about
the surgery. I’ the way forward - and you may
be surpised to lean that the computer behind
itall i the Amiga.

The brainchild of a Leamington Spa-based
company, they have caled thei enterprise The:
Health Channef, an approprite enough name
fora project which aims to bring nformation to
the public,an aspect which was outined in the
Patients Charter. An in-house development
team master the whole project on the Aiga,
transfer it to video, then sellthe complete
package to a doctor's surgery of hospital.
Where the client needs something they can
et they can then buy an Amiga as wellwhich
enables them to write over the script and
impartvital information immediately.

AILOR MADE
Divided into thee sections,the video is updat-
ed bi-monthly and i talred to each indvidual
surgery. The frt efght minutes provide infor-
mation on the actual surgery such s doctors
names and who the staf are. There are then
health promotion messages which last 26 min-
utes, and a fnal 10 minutes which is pecifc to
each Health Authoriy. Health promotion ies in
with the latest events on the health calendar
such as World AIDS Day or National Autism
Week, and they also gve more general advice
about heart disease and accident prevertion.

One of the firt to be persuaded to try out
the project was Wanwidkshire Health Authority
and others were quick o see the benefis. The
system proved invaluable in Coventy recently
when there was an outbreak of meningiis. A
video explaining symptoms and the course of
adtion to take was sent to the all surgeries in
Coventry within 24 hours, providing the public
with fe-saving information

And in hospitals it has been very useful too

HE INTERNET

The Health Channel are already looking for opportunities to expand the
project, and one channel they are working on is the Internet. Maisey
remarked: I the obvious connecton o go onto the Internet. The Health
Education Board for Scotland wanted to put their information on the Net
and we hope to persuade other Authorities to do the same.”

By setting up their own home page, they hope they will be able to
offer each Health Authority the service of creating their Web page and

putting it os alink from this main source.

They suggest that each Authority puts on information such as press
releases,job vacancies, and news of their ltest actvites. One potentially
revolutionary idea is that practiioners could use it s an up-to-date refer-
ence manual, for example a doctor could easil access the waiting times
for @ partcular operation or find out which specialists work where, and so

The Amiga is often dismissed in the corporate sector

by those who shun it in favour of the PC and Mac.

Tina Hackett continues this series, taking a look at

how the Amiga has found its niche as a serious

business contender

by p
their Accident and Emergency Department.
Nurses are able to type in messages such as
why there may be a delay or how long the
waiting times is. One hospital, the Whipps
Cross day surgery unt, has gone a step further
by using the moritors to manage patint flow
and actualy tell the patients when to move
into the correct departments

“The North Staffordshire NHS Trustare using
the senice in their chikdren’s department
a character called Ed the Doc. They beleve it
helps the chidren relate more easil to what's
going on in a user-fiendly way. One example:
is how the pro-
gramme shows
children what
will happen to
them in the

on.
When asked whether they will stick to the Amiga for this project,
Il 3 P

el we
will st be created on the Amiga!

The Health Channel are at: htps//www.ibmpcug.co.uk/~ healthch/

AMIGA COMPUTING

JANUARY 1996

7y depar they gt an idea
what to expect and it makes the experienc
less foreboding. The Hospital has the iforms
tion system in 39 of theif departments,nine
‘which have an Amiga 1200 with a genlock s
they can add their own messages over t
video programme.

OOD RESPONSE
The reaction so fa has been very good indee
Over 40 Health Authorites, Boards or Trus
have been supplied vith the equipment t
year alone, and its fllincreasing, In al the
are over 1,000 locations in the Unit
Kingdom curently using the serice.

The Health Channel also supplied an Ami
as part ofthe Royal College of Nursingsin
active display stand at the Party Politc
Conferences ~ and it won the award as B
Stand!

“The projectis expanding into the prv
hospital sector too where patints are at
o select their meals from the daily e
displayed o their bedroom TV sets. Hot
are also finding a use, and in conjuncti
‘with Thor Business Commuricatios, a
system has been installed into the lo

hotel “Ifs already making them mon
director, Philp Teare, remarked. The h



finks the Amiga 1o the teleisions in the guests
bedrooms. He cites an example: “One ever

their guests came down at a later time they
would receive 3 compiimentary half-bote of
wine ~ it worked and made them money

it in thei interests to keep the guests
in the hotel”

IMPRESSIVE
Teare explains that a lot comes down to pric
ing and theichents are impressed with how
inexpensive and reliable the system i. “This
is especilly true for independent hotels. Its
cost ~ they can easily afford to buy
the 41200, There is huge potential here with
‘each hotel having an Amiga 1200 installed”
Some hotels are also considering using
from local amenities to fund the

rgery staff would get hacked
o with repetitve jingles all day.” He contin-
wed “the doctors ke it because the

he Hesth Authority have editoril cotrol
50 the content is guaranteed to

be accurate and not

controversial.” For the

future, Maisey hopes to be able to persuade
al authorites to take up the scheme. He
would also fike to involve touch screens in

gone down very well so far - it certainly
beats how doctors surgeries have operated
in the past. Patients definitely want to toke
control of their health and they realse that
the responsibilty of good health ultimately
lies with them. It's good to see Health
Authorites iving up to their dutiesin provid-
ing this information, especially in such an
innovative and cost-effective way - we're
certanly convinced.

il Tears exploins
thot his lients are ol

%
ok

Europe Against Cancer
| Week
B )

Health promation messages and
diary events form part of the video

e—"

a v

the system s

[EN-HOUSE PRODUCTION

Despite producing over 6000 videos a year, there

only two peaple in the production department,

Richard Budd and Mark Fleming. They produce

wideo from scratch, from taking the photographs o
creating the graphics. They both use an Amiga 4000

o create the videos and use Scala MM400 for
main presentation. They are also
aided by Opal Paint, DPaint and
PPaint. They use Adorage for the
animations.

Budd demonstrated the Cannon

then project them straight onto a
computer screen. "It saves waiting
for pictures to be developed and

ved. The recent purchase of a Zip i tee amige oper

are  diive also makes things easie as they can store a lot
more information at low cost, also offerng the possi-
bility of sellng the client a Zip drive for maybe a two-
hour presentation.
Their job varies from sourcing the relevant health
information from authorites to creating the st pic-
w1 g tures needed for a presentation.
Their language skills are also

the

the

the text and voice occasionally need

0 be in Urdu, Hindi or Welsh
However, most request the soft

3o smared iy sore s
ly there

fer to have the
as wel asthe video: I depends on
the dlent and whether they need to
edit the script or not. We've written
some extra softwar

s
re which makes it
e et e oo™ casy for them o do this.”

JANUARY 1996

He was keen to express how well the Amiga copes
with this sort of work: It would take so much longer to
o this on other machines. | used a Mac when | was
doing my degree in design but afer using the Amiga |
would never go back to it
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Genlocks
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U3, apparently you either love t or
hate it. Either way you cannot

pe the factthat MU intefaces
N amn tovely, Though wih

astounding ease you can create butt ugly
abominations.

Magic User Ineace s » completely object
serted graphica user nterace. This basicaly
means tha the look of any program's interace:
% tolerable to the users tastes. MUI makes it
pessibe for you, the user, to specfy exactly
what each part o a program's interface should
ook fike.

‘The object oriented part of MUI allows

the older one, you will not see any other
change in your programs. The thing that has
changed, however, is the way MUI is put
il accept any Data Type supported graphic  together.
fomat. The new version is completely modular
This i al very good and useful but atics of  New modules can be added to MUI at a ater
W have always slated it forbeing too proces- date, and the new preference program will
S5 and memory hungry. It is true that if you  automatically allow you to configure this new
functon.

LES
e % e macrine despete gaps Tvo otenson modles e akedy el
¢ more dlock cycles, the window's redraws MU 3 and come with the package, even
an slow 10 a snals pace though o programs can curtently take advan-
in praiice, m new version does seem to  tage of them. The two in question add a
9% a speed improvement over the older ver-  scrolling busy bar simila to the one used on
B viniows ond i e redrawing Mac, and a hierarcha tree stucture which
nd scroling faster and more cleanly. With the  allows you o peruse a directory-style lsti
e version being compltely compatible with again in a Mac-like way. This new modular
structure does help to reduce the total memory
usage of MU, with the system only loading o
specifc graphic gadget, or funcion module
Fairy straightforward memory tests show
that just loading up the new MUI preferences
takes 350k while the peak memory usage -
this is a MUI set-up with lots of & colour pat-
tems — will hit around 700k. Only 50k is
ChipRAM, the other 650k being FastRAM used
by all the programs, extra fibraies, and other
screen data
S0 is it worth upgrading, or getting?
Currently, if you want to access the Intemet
there is no choice, you have to have MUL

Pronouncing itself smaller,
faster and better, the latest
MUI incarnation should be
good. Neil Mohr sees if it
can cut the GUI mustard

AMosaic, the eagerly-awaited iBrowse, and
MUIFTP all require MU, along with a good
many other Intemet programs. The Amiga Tech
Internet pack may change this, but currently
you do not have a choice. To be fair, MUI 3
does give AMosaic a speed boost, but
then again AMosaic couldrit getany siower.
For non-Intemetters, if you use MUI pro-
grams regularly then it is worth upgrading.
Interfaces are smaller and do seem to be
redrawn more effciently, and it seems unil
Amiga Tech can find an easier way for pro-
mers o quicky knock up rice user nter-
faces, MUI will stay the choice for many PD
programmers, so will stay on many people's
hard drves. Pics

REQUIREMENTS
RED ess BLACK recom

4’

Magic User Interface 3.1
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Paul Jewell
€5
E-Mail  jewell@savanna.exnet.com
allowing a new way of viewing and Ease of use 80%
 directory listing. This, again, is 2 B0%
Value For Money 90%

directories works e ———————
Overall 80%
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know, | know.
t must seem like a

bit of self-promotion to be
= reviewing something we are
offering to our readers, but Cloanto's Personal
Suite wil be avalabl to buy from your normal

Anywiay it sl a new product, 5o i just as
valid for me 1o reiew tis as anything else.

When Personal e wa fist announced it
seemed like great value for money. It should
have come with the ‘Personal’series of pro-
grams from Cloanto; Personal Paint, Personal
Wite and Personal Fonts Maker 1
justforthese,the CD is a bargain buy, he only
downside being that al the documentation i
on disc rather than

Kara Blom's superb colour fonts. You know
the ones. You got Granite when you bought
DPaint. Wel, there are 27 normal colour fonts
included on this CD and one animfont ~

In case you aren't sure
exactly what an animfont s,
the letters for bullion are all
animbrushes and get drawn onto
the screen as though they are rotating
about their vertical axis 90° to face the front.
As the letters rotate there is a highlight that
travels across the face of each letter as though
it were reflecting a light source. s a lot easier
1o see than to explain, though, so have a look
at the screenshot.

ANIMATION CITY

s if this wasn't enough, you will also find
most, if ot al, of Eric Schwartzs animations
in both their original MovieSetter and
Fantavision formats, as well as in soundless
Anims files, along with animations and pic-
tures by Jim Sachs and Karl Bihimeier, a
renowned German artist. There are also some
animations by ‘Dr Chips' which weren't creat-
ed on the Amiga and must have been quite
impressive ten years ago. Now, though, they
just look dated.

And so we continue to trawl through the
CD's contents and find we are also given
Cloanto's PNG toolkit and datatype. PNG is the
graphics format supposed to replace GIF. Itis a
lossless compression format capable of up to
48-bit colour resolution and it supports all

[JersoNAL PAINT V6.4

Personal Paint has been around for quite some time
now. f you are a regular reader you will have seen o
mini-review of PPaint in the Amiga Bunde round-up we
did in December’ ssue. If you didnt see that issue, or
you've only just bought your Amiga, then here’s the
lowdown on PPaint.

Basically, Ppaint started lie as a poor DPaint clone
but, unlike Deluxe Paint, Personal Paint s stll being
developed and keeps getting better. Although it stil
offers no HAMG or HAM faclties you can use Personal

An exclusive

review of
Cloanto’s CD
bundle by
Ben Vost

sors of funky features. So, is that il Noj
there's more.
Cloanto have obviously trawled t

copyright books including Hardy's Tess of
D'Urbenvilles and Edgar Rice Burrough'
Tarzan of the Apes, along with four Amigs
specifc ties detaiing AmigaDOS commah

producing software, especilly on CD.

So let's have a closer look at each of
programs on offer on the Personal Sute
and see fthey really are too good to be true.

Paint in any register mode up to 256 colours.

Person Paint i the only non 24-bit paint package |
know of on the Amiga that also supports RTG graphics
cards (the others all do nasty tricks that involve
ChipRAM), which is a definite bonus now that there are
more and more people out there with Picasso’s or
Cyberbisions4'. Persona Paint has all the usual tools
you would expect in any paint package of note.
Oblongs, circles, text, freehand painting and filing are
all performed withou fuss, but PPaint really starts to

shine with is itle touches lie the curve tool, whic
rather than Dpaints simple single parabola, actuall
uses handles ke any bezier curve and gives you
double parabola.

CONVOLUTIONS

However, thi is nothing compared to Personal Paint
image processing functons. Personal Paint can apply i}
convolutions on brushes, the whole screen, or a userd




which,
ctually
you a

paint's
pply it
7 user

trasncriptions.

0
Maker 1+ 2..

EINGING THE CHANGES

® New loaders and savers. You can now save an image in ASCI text and load and save PNG format
so,there is now improved colour reduction for converting 24-bit fls into 256 colour pictures.

which i aso fater than in previous versons.
® Al equesters have been
products will use this new fbary. Visualy it hasn't
ant additons to it must be the.

® Animation can now use virtual memory for frames.
®You

using a new user inerface ibrary and soon, al of Cloanto's
very much, but one of the most impor-
availabiity of a size gadget,partculrly for fil requesters. Also, the

e ecit requester has been re-organised making it more user-frend

fouble-buffering

5 not as smooth, but in most axén Smotcsd nd i sy e alows the aseion o 256

for ECS users with a Picasso).

@ Prains AR e s i b improved,lthough ro dommzmmn is presented for it

definable area. These convolutions will blur or sharpen
the chosen areq, emboss i, textue i, or even convert it
o a stereogram image. Personal Paint s also unique
0 the fact that it can produce stereogram animations
there are some examples on the disc), a feat no other
‘Amiga package is yet capable of.
nimation features aren't qute up to scratch yet,
e memunammnpane/dlabmmtnndnm»
ough there willbe a
mh made avalabl t odd this fciy t does,

Porsonal Suite

called ullo

wever, have o nice storyboard function which displays
o tumbnalof ecchframe s an ankton. Frmes

PERSONAL 4

Superbase, or SBase as it s now known,
was one of the best coverdisks Amiga

Computing has had. | know, | was responsi-
ble for dealing with allthe updates where |
was working at the time. So many readers
sent their upgrade ofer to us that we act-
ally had to take on a temporary member of

staffto help with the demand. Therefore, |

would imagine that  plety o i ey

own a copy of Supert
B Shte ¢ co o v v

tures to the old dog. For o start, you now

database, a feature only previously avail-

Superbase. for the uninitated, SBase is @
functionality. I has its own programming

exactly moden, it s stil the best database
available for the Amiga. Use it for your
video collection or for your clents names
resses s up to
SBase has the unique abilty to link mul-
ple databases together into one, so you can
have a product database linked to a stock
database linked to a customer database, al
with one front-end designed in the Form
Designer. SBase’s documentation is some-
thing m ough the pic-
tures in the AmigaGuide ducumem should
have all been cropped appro
So, in short, SBase is stil Amg ofthe il
comes to power and confgurabily,
although its looks are somewhat out of
date.

multiple frames and optimise them by removing
duplicated frames and simply adjusting the length of

within an ani-
Tt a1 A i necessary.

INDIVIDUAL FRAMES

‘Personal Paint also supports frame timing so there is
1o need to make copies of individual frames to insert
‘pauses. PPaint will even take animations that have

The brush handling is splendid in contrast to the
‘weaker animation side of things. PPaint can hold up to
nine brushes in memory at once and, as previously
stated, can apply its image processing effects to
them. Brushes can have unused bitplanes chopped
o save memory and can be outlined in a variety of
ways.

JANUARY

1996

have the abilty to create forms for your
able with the professional version of
relational database with extremely good

language and although its looks aren’t |



[JErsoNAL FONTS MAKER 1&2

They shouidn' really be called PFM 1 & 2 as they aren't
diffrent versions of the same program; they are actually
two separate font creation utiities. PF deals with mono

fonts and printer downloadable fonts, while
its erstwhile brother lets you create fonts in up to 256
colours and actualy has more in common with Personal
Paint than with PF.

"PFM also has a builtin macro language and recorder
o allow you to automate repetiive tasks like converting
a whole font to alics or bold,or changing the baseline
for each character, and it also supports the full ASCIl
character set. You can use PFM to develop typeaces for
foreign alphabets which run from rightto left rather than

use and very unstable, but people swore by it (and
probably) for making anti-alased fonts and colour
for video work. PR looks more like a paint.
than a font designer and has mostof the tools
ate to one like an airbrush and o curve tool. Even
R refers you to
manualsfor PFM and PP

s ey of i bush handling
tures like being able to chop unused bitplanes
graphic and being able to change the trans
colour for the brush. It lacks PFM's macto facily,
then colour fonts aren't designed to be churned.
each one is supposed to be a work of art Either of
‘comes in very handy f you have a font that i just
ing a characte or two, and you can use parts of
characters to help il in the gaps. Scala's FuturaB
doesn' have any standard mathematical symbols 501
workbench calculotor had blank buttons. A quick )
PFM saon sorted the problem and now | hay

innovative’

‘and need bringing into the nineties. But once more,
Cloanto have come up with a really good product.
Altough the time has passed when relied on
ot matrix printers and bitmapped fonts, there are st
people who need to use font bitmaps, and PFM and its
brother are there to supply the goods.

PR is more geared towards prodcing printer down-
loadable fonts that you can send into your dot matrix or
inkit printers memory and then use just like any other
builtin font. Your only limitaton with this s the same as
it would be for any other builtin fon, it diffcut to
switch fonts mid-document. There's nothing much you

FoONT Fr.m'unzs
Thiscan cause a problem with a ot of programs though,
50 be wamed. PFM can expnn fonts in the stondard
Amiga bitmap font format or as PFM fonts. Quite why
you wouid want to do this is beyond me, but | guess its
hice to have the option. Fially, PFM also makes use of
the font flags described n the Amiga developer kis and
can ascribe attributes to a font with a simple vist o the
menu bar.

PFM2 is a long overdue replacement for the
Colirpher protam by e/ Actve Sfovors whi

I You can also encrypt saved textus

can do about this, but at least you can jazz up your

[JersoNAL WRITE

Persona Wee b nver been vy popuar in
this country. Whether this is because it has
slighty nonconformist approach to word pnr
cessing or simply because not enough peoy
knew about it | dort know. Sufice o say e
if you don't mind a somewhat odd method of
working, Personal Wiite has some very good
features, as you might expect from the team
that brought you Personal Paint.

rsonal Wte is one of the most compre-
hensive text editors | have yet seen on the

Amiga, with support for different character fror it actually overwrites each byte it does make it awkward if you are
sefs, like those used by the PC and Macintosh so um the file cannot even be ecovered | sort of person who'd rather have all yo
~ and even the Commodore 64 set! It also using something like DiskSalv or programs in one place. However,

has the ability to automatically insert true AmiBackTools. are only small niggles and it nice to 58

quote marks (you know the ones,they look

was the only program available for a fong time that

ot o oo

pift.25. Personal Wit will check various
mmgs ‘while you are typing, such as case and
peated words, and wam you in case they

o corecion
its printer support is quite phenomenal,
giving you control over printer codes and
postscript functions ~ you can even send a
ipt kil command to the printe after it
has finished downloading your document and
it will stop the printout before it happens.

ctyption system which wil prevent even
the most determined user from accessing your
secrets

in keeping with the secrecy facilties of
Personal Wite you can also destroy docu-
ments from within the program. A file
requester will appear asking you to select a
il to destroy. You wil be given a fnal chance
to change your mind and then the fil will be
completely removed from your hard drive.
pe iy cin e

i

Personal Wite can open as many document
windows a5 you have memory for and a print
spooler ensures that you don't have to hang
around for your text to print. You can actually
insert pictures into a Persona Write document,
but don't think that this is 2 WYSIWYG pro-

ot o e

e saeen. T

s

g y sha
some of that program’s additional features
such

e FAE s

heAGh Amges n 1952

e e gt

vy

customised FuturaB font.

[JveraLL

S0 what do | think of the CD? It g
value for money, even if you only e
use Personal Paint, the layout of the:

is dear and the online manuas are &
to use. The only downside with the pad
age is that you are obviously ot si§
posed to copy the programs onto yo8
hard dive ~ they are only supposed tol
run from the CD. This does mean th
there are different language versions

all the programs and documentation, 8

more CDs coming out that are actusl
useful.
g

lin

s 4
Now, | know for a fac that Personal Wite is oo Hil ( )
the only bit of software that will do that on | acoom s ok s \
the Amiga, and very handy itis too. b z

But Personal Wite does have quite a few - CD-ROM drive  RAM
problems. The fist s the dreadful usr nter | e G 1050
face n!abmns under, Non-standard keyboard | sy i e A PROD DETA
shorteuts ‘ ndedeies 1
ight Amiga-q shorcut forquiting and haing | "7 ° 47 57 Product __Cloanto Personal Suite]

to deal with using the function keys for cut- ‘Amiga Computings
ting, copying and pasting text makes me ks e 39951
shudder and think back to Arice Editor, the

text processor that came with ProPage which Sies sy
used similar OR

Personal Write also makes use of a very Setticust shows oot ome aapoct of the

ugly custom file requester and gadgets. But 4o Ease of use 80%
back on the plus side again, Personal Write i 80%.
- ?ue o aifomas. | ' Value For Mo 90%
inciuding AN, ASCI, FIXT and compressed. | 1 or4noo 4"—“ al ~

g 2 strong

AN IIARY T




POWER & @
CD—-ROM

The Power CD-ROM for the Amiga -
80/1200 plugs airecly mio the Juad-speed

PEMCIA port and provides a direct
SESK-| and SCsl-Il interface, allowing
d out | g 1o six additional devices to be
them | cannected. What's more the Power

£249 £179*

™ E
miss- IOM features a ‘Hot-plug’ which s pend Ll
oth ou to connect and disconnect S
3 font| e CO-ROM and any other additional CD-ROM SCETSERN
Hevices even wl Amiga i LIGHTWAVE 3D ENHANCER . .£55.95
50 M § witched on. T H €0BOOT 1.0 £29
gt nov 2ev e coome scst Auoio WORLD INFO'9S | £39.95
ve a ROM drive comes with a SCSI TN comecrons  wour DA CAPO VOL 1 MUSIC MODULE £25
hl-rh:e LA wal, audio lead, FRESHFONTS II ..
[Sains lead ang. software which GAMERS DELIGHT
iacludes Audio €D, CD32 Emulator, dOUbLle-speed GOLDFISH 2.
MPEG Film Decoder and Photo CD. LIGHT ROM

AMIGA 600/1200
8o SPEED CD-ROM incsaunes . £179
11 K4 SPEED CD-ROM nesounre. £249

MAGIC ILLUSIONS
MEETING PEARLS VOL 1
MEETING PEARLS VOL2
THE LIGHT WORKS .

THE BEAUTY OF CHAOS

AMIGA 4000
 easy AMINET SET 1
i S COMOM ... £139 AMINET 5

sup-| GUAD SPEED CD-R £199 AMINET 6
 your| AMIGA 4000 SCs1- WTthrAcE | €129 i : AMINET 7

to be 5cs1 CONNECTORS Aupio mour CO-WRITE
 that FRESH FISH 8
s forl | SCSINTERFACE REQUIAED FOR A4000 “DUAL SPEED C0-ROM CASING DIFFERS FROM ONE SHOWN GATEWAY VOL 1

e/ e I is back!
% the AMEGA is back

- PCMCIA Smart Card Slot
32-bit 68020EC Processor

] AGA Chipset

3.5" Floppy Drive 68040/25 or 68060/50 i
25" 170M8 HD Option Workbench v3.1

Wordsworth vase AGA Chip Set B
Digita Datastore v1.1 16.7 Million Colours
Digita Organiser v1.1 1,268 SCS! Hard Drive

ﬂ Turbo Calc v3.5 1.76MB Floppy Drive vy
- Photogenics v1.2se 2x3.5" Drive Bays

Personal Paint v6.4.

Workbench v3.1
Whizz 3D Game.

Pinball Mania Game. P —

68040/25Mhz or
68060/50Mhz Processor

6MB RAM

1.2G8 Hard Drive
1.76 Floppy Drive.

01234 273000 POWER COMPUTING LTD
44A/B STANLEY STREET
01234 352207 BEDFORD MK41 7RW
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§ita Organiser 2 is the second in
the series of Personal Information
Managers. After the first was
sed back in July, it was dificult
ieve that such a package could be
improved upon. It may not have had the
portabiity of a real ilfax,but or features and
extensive options you couldrtgo for wrong.
Digita are renowned for usng their typical

‘The same icon display and menu system is
used as in Wordworth el el
extremely popular because
Obviously, Digita firmly ket s s
ool e Y
everything you can possibly access,

s i v s iding n the bk
ground and you don' have to re-arange your
desktop just 50 you can view various pars of
Your information.

The actual display simulates b
with eal pages to tum, handy bookmark tabs

atthe side of each section, wdml\lvpm
the binder As you tum the pages, a smal,
quick animation of a page tuing comes into
fect, whichjus proves how reaistc they want
tomakeit

“The idea behind this s to present the PIMin
2 way most people are used to. There's no

10 work out how you get it running. People
who've owned filofaxes previously will be
instantly familiar with the layout, and transfer-
sing data from a normal, everyday fing binder
10 the Amiga couldr't be simpler
CoLours
The tabs on the side of the filofax are all differ-
ent colours 50 you don't have to tu your head
10 read the print. The features consist of
Calendar, Diary, Tasks, Address Book and the
Supplements. The supplements are right at the
back of the book and contain ‘loose leaves’
‘which are blank sheets of paper to write down
notes and any other bits of information that
wouldn't usually belong in any o the previously
mentioned categories.

Digita Organiser 2 includes some new fea-
tures wmm ‘could have come in very useful to

e previous package. For instance,

you can il ol
gories, 50 making
‘address and their b aynnbetamtd wlat
the diick of a button. These categories would
normally be separated and couldn’t be
connected together.

1 you buy Digita Organiser 2 you will receive
another product called the 96 Plus Pack which
contains over 100 supplement additions and

20 new Diary Themes including Sport,
Disasters, National Days, Computers,
Gardening, and many more. Al these can be
placed at the back of the flofax as an instant
reference section. Th disk can be installed on
1o the hard drve along with the organiser pack-
age, and by dragging the various supplement

icons across to the ‘Supplements’ drawer you
will be able to access them as the program

s up.
‘The whole package is thankfully comple-
mented by an AmigaGuide tutoral which has

[JcTING ON RESPONSE

The new features in Digita Organiser 2 may not be immediately noticeable, and may not

y
they increse the power and speed immensely. s difcult to come to a conclusion about this
product as I'm not sure the new features actually warrant a second editon. However, Im
sure many people willargue that the package should have contained these features when it

was first released, although in Digita’s defence, they have listened to all their Sy

sponse which many
consuming. -
=
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time

Andy Maddock
looks at the first
update to Digita’s
computer organiser

an extensive reference section for explanations
of various commands and topics, along with
other information. The guide will inform you

installation instructions as well as an in-

depth mlaml ‘which, step-by-step, will take you
through the entire p:

From what | saw of the ﬁrsl version, the sec-
ond version doesn't really contain any other
noticeable features that stand out. w you

already own the first Digita Organiser ther
can upgade to the second version for c1ass,

with more power and speed to almost certainly
improve your day-to-day organisation,

The 96 Plus Pack contaning all the new sup-
plements is an excellent purchase at only
£9.99. The supplement disk would u
dy make your flofax bigger ifyours islacking in
content, and it also contains various topics of
information such as corresponding births and

s

1f you are looking for a comprehensive, fully
configurabl electronic filfax then look o fur-
ther than Digita Organiser 2. As most of the
Personal Information Managers are on ofer as
Public Domain and Shareware, despite the
price, Digta Organiser 2 would be an excelent

purchase if you happen to use an Amlga for
work purposes. I

luuqm
line

PRODUCT DETAILS

Product Dlg\ﬂ Organiser
Supplier international
Price £49.99, upxmde from v £14.99
Tel 01395270273

Ease of use

Implementation
Value For Money
Overall
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MIGA

MAGIC PACK INCLUDES:

STANDARD PACK ' 170Mb HARD DRIVE
2Mb - NO HD PACK

WAS £399 WAS £499

£369:1£469:

1

AMIGA 4000T

Monitors not included
* Amiga A4000T Computer - 6Mb RAM - 1.2GB HD
‘ 40-25 o MC68060-50 Processor
*1.7Mb 3.5" Fioppy Disk Drive

* AGA Chip Set - Workbench 3.1

* 16.7 Million Colour Palette

* 4 Channel Stereo

* Scala MM300 Pre

1200
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The new Apollo A4000 Accelerator  The 1220 combines the best Requires internal fiting
fits into the CPU slot of the A4000  Price/Performance ratio for
£139.99

(A3000/T). Fully upgradeable to the any Amiga 1200 accelerator.

Motorola 68060 CPU (Call for prices ~ With a 68020/28Mhz _and
Accelerator card for
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STANDARD - £395




} Qnew year and a new look for Amiga Computing. But
~ what about the Amiga? Will 1996 be the renaissance of
Commodore’s baby? Over the next few pages you will read
about our suggestions for the next revision of Workbench,
what industry pundits think of the year ahead, how the world's
best Amiga show went in Cologne and just how the
PowerPC chip will change the Amiga for the better.
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nother new year: 3 time when
most of us instinctvel look to

‘the future with greater

vigour and optimism
than usual, whether that be the
result of wishful thinking or a

owing Escom’ takeover in
May,its been hard to banish
doubts arising from the lack
of news about more products,
the virtually none-existent adver-
tising campaign, and delayed sup-
ples of the machine itsef. So how
come the Amiga community is fecling
50 much more optimistc about 1996
The simple answer is that news s finally
coming through about plans for Amigas that
will not only compete technologically with
the best machines the rival platforms can
offer, but maybe even leave them behind

Comr

As reported in our special Cologne show
eport, (see page 42) Amiga Technologies
ave taken the plunge and committed them-
selves to developing a new range of Amigas
based on the Power PC RISC chip. At the
same time, Phase 5 have developed a Power
PC board that will be compatible with the
current Amigas, allowing current owners to
take advantage of the vast benefit that RISC

Hecara

Scala have always been in the vanguard
 serious Amiga development, but having
successfuly diversified into the PC market
with their new mulimedia package based
on MMOS, are they suffcienty impressed
by Escom’s latest plans to continue
developing on RISC-based Amigas?

“It represents no technical problem for
us,” said Barry Thurston, Scala UK’ joint
“I think developing for Power PC
Amigas would be very good timing for us.
There was some debate over whether or e
ot we'd port MMOS back to the Amiga as
itis now. But | imagine that going with the
Power PC environment would suit the MMOS environment better, and
certainly we'd be able o get  lot more functionality.”

‘Thurston points to the fact that a Power PC Amiga would be able to run
Windows 95 as well as AmigaDOS which i a distinct benefit arising from
this development: With products ke Scala MMOS being cross platform, it
could make a nice link between difleent environments on a network, for

example.

Turning to the near future, and the Amiga's chances in 1996, Thurston
is bullishly confident: “Where the Atari ST failed, and where the
Archimedes hasn't been successful, I think with the Amiga it will b differ-
ent” he asserted. I think we will see an Amiga resurgence = you only
have to have seen the nterest shown at the LIVE show.”

With so many years spent behind him pushing the Amiga as the mult-
media machine, is Thurston tantalised by the possibities a Power P
Amiga might offer? “Absolutely,” h replied, sounding more lie an enthu-
Siast than a businessman. “It always has been the perfect choice for
mulimedic." The next stage can only increase it potentia.
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chances of pulling off the most remarkable

/
~ 3
anedca
1996 is make or break
time for the Amiga.

th Lofthouse looks to

the future and assesses Escom’s

sack in the history of computing

10 3 whole new set of questions, not least
which is Who's still going to be developi
for the new Amigas when they finall

processing will bring. The still distant, but
more concrete, hope of actually seeing 3
RISC Amiga made has been backed up with
2 fily busy release schedule from Amiga  appear?” Amiga Computing spoke to lon
Technologies in the meantime. As usual, time supporters with differing views on
however, the has given rise i P

[JiciTa

Another company that's made itself nto an Amiga instituion, Digita have recently come
with the goods to make up most of the software i the Magic Pacs. Asked for his reacTi
1o the Power PC announcement , MD Jeremy Ryl was faiy positive.

ower PC s o logical step fonward? he commented. “Like Apple, Amiga Technolog

the full support of Amiga Technologies, we will develop for

it Wordworth would be a logical place o start”
Digita, like many other companies with Amiga back-
‘have diversifed into the PC market, and their flag-

change of fotunes for the Amiga: ez, 1996 vill be bete.

There will be better machines and, hopefull, a higher

awareness that the Amiga s back in the UK. The launch of R
e & I Jancary will Inevtaby hep focus tenton, ks deselapracat vl
but our other future plans.. are lrgely dependent on the _depend on Amiga
performance and support fiom Amiga Technologies” Technologies’ support

[disc VERSUS PENTIUM

First things first, the Power PC chip has
nothing to do with PC_computers.
Conusing, | know, but new PCs are

on Intels Pentium CISC processing. Now,
Pentiums are fast, with the top of the range
speeding along at 133 MHz. Our Technical

lent of having a 200Mhz Pentium PC
Incidentally, the 604 Power PC chip wi
also be about 150 times faster than yot
basic A1200.
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EAI.ENDAR FOR THE COMEBACK

There have been rumours muttered both on and off the

Escom were only nterested i the Amiga in the

shart term and that they had no genine plans to develop.
the technology.

“A rumour said that the Amigo is just a quick shot for

the Christmas season and that the project would be

dropped shortly afterwards,” said Escom boss Manfred
Schmitt recently. “This is most certainly a dream of the
competiion!”

nly the appearance of the promised products and
develoments ol el th dodbts hweve s
what's n the pipeline:

Amiga Technologies ¢

Release schedule Description ol
Q Jn1996  Quad-speed IDE CDROM, €229
Amiga Intemet Pack___Jan 1996 Modem ‘plug and play bundle
060 Board _istQuarter 19% Accelerator board for current range &
A1200+ ~ May19% 030 40Mhz/ Coldiire upgrade A1200 with SIMM sockets Z
RISC Amiga 14 Qurter 1957 New hih-nd madin bsed on Powes P 604 cip
Black Box __ Settop box sounding suspiciously similarto CD-TV concept

Phase 5 Power PC Board

Power PC-based board for developers use with existing range,

Jan 1996
should be backward compatible with old software
Digita Wordworth 5 Jan 1996 Latest release for Amiga wordprocessor
nto Personal Paint 7 Spring 1996 Paint Package
TurboCalc 4 “Spring 1996 Spreadsheet
Optonica MME Dec 1996 " Multimedia presentation software

[JpToNiCA

the A

have had nnywilele e s mich corerage stk rhas o Scandevan . Tse
the be

Jargon
bnh

eld, Optonica never seem to

surprised to hear of some of t

B, o cxample, e consbiuton o Biin's mstpopulor natoe st They iove
already introduced huge video walls into Wolverhampton FC's football stadiums, and
ty building similar projects at West Ham, Man City and Glasgow Rangers. All

they re current
of them will be driven by Amigas when
completed.

So are they more confident about the
Amiga’s prospect in the light of recent
developments? “Yes, | think s0,” replied
Optonica MD Lee Gibson. “Over the past
12 months we've been siting on a ot of
assets in terms of development because
of the state of the marke place. Now we.
want to give it a bit o a kickstart”
DiSAPPOINTED
They are not, however, completely
impressed by Amiga Technologies
approach so far. “To be perfectly hon-
est” said Gibson, “we've been a bit dis-
appointed with what they've done.
They've got the product back on the
shelf, which was their fist prioriy. But
the way theyve worked with the devel.
opers and the information that's got

them, we've been very disap-
pointed with that.” Whether they will
develop for the Power PC line, then, will
very much depend on Amiga Technology
improving its communication lines and a
tevival in the, market's confidence. “It's
teally o suck it ‘n’see type of scenario,”
e concuded.

Corutn Tt s st an

FIGHT

The Amiga is now looking healthier than

be X
1tis clear from speaking to the indus-
try leaders, however, that there are huge
challenges to be overcome. It is unciear
as yet, for example, how much E—
software the Magic
Pack Amigas has had (see our news
story). And communications with, and
support for, software developers
will also have to improve, although
Amiga Technol taking
significant steps towards addressing
tais matter.
Certainly even those companies that
have successfully diversified into the PC
market would hate to see the demise of
this legendary machine. It s to be hoped
that 199 will be just another chapter in
the Amiga’s on-going history, r
than a tragic ending to an extraordinary
enterprise.




. limey! I've been to the Cologne
show for the past five years (bar
last year's show) and never
thought | would see t a5 busy as it

was when the A3000 was launched. But fight-

»

the exhibitors party the evening before proba-
bly wasn' althat good an idea as | was fight-
ing a thumping headache in addiion to the
crowds, but when in Cologne..

If there was ever any doubt about the fact
that the Cologne shaw is the most important.
Amiga event ofthe year, this show was guaran-
teed to dispel it Ahough it i now a general
computing exhibition, more than half the
stands were Amiga-related, and although | only
saw a few people wandering towards the exts
arms laden with PC or Apple goodies, there
were plenty lugging Amiga Magic packs o the
new Amiga monitors around with them. Ifyou
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The World of Amiga show in
Cologne has always been popular.it's
back as Computer 95 and busier than

are into 3D stuff, then there was a lot going on
for you at the Cologne Show. Amiga Oberland
were demonstrating a new version of
Reflections which will inaly be available in
English in February ‘96 (they hope). Maxon
were showing off their latest add-ons for
Cinema 4D - namely a ree generator and frac-
tal landscape generator, which both looked
quite ice.

‘AndyJones rom Activa UK i there show-
ing off his skills with Real 3D which will be
entering a new revision shortly, and he was
proud to announce a deal between Actva and
AntiGravity Products (a name which will no
doubt be familar 10 al our Stateside readers)

which was getting a great deal of interest
(especially as t was showing Star Trek 6 on an

[FamEs

There wasn't much to get excted about on
the games front. Although Electronic Arts
and Microprose both had enormous
stands, PC software for

the most part, and there were even some
stands showing off the admitedly briliant
Playstation and its range of tes. There
were no Amiga-specific games companies
there, which &s a shame, but it seemed as
though more people were interested in
more serious pursuits than joystck wag-

gling anyway.

ever. We sent Ben Vost to look aroun:

enormous Sony TV - guaranteed to draw
crowd), and Digita, sharng the Macro Systems)
sta

‘companies wandering around looking for
products to disrbute or sel.

Video users were also well catered for
both Electronic Design and Hama presentj
exhibiting their genlocks and PAL encoders to
an eager audience, an for the higher end, the
aforementioned M s sad ves o
replete with VLab Motion demonstration
tems showing off the power of their Fio0d

platforms ke the PC Mac or SGL,
But acceleration was where it was at
Computer 95. Micronik, MacroSystems)



{/HE DEVELOPERS CONFERENCE

s ployed hst 10 o packed room filed with deal-
- und the world, llpresent

% aficially announce their intention to use the

W Amge Plus which was the official |
Wpessor of the show, Johnathan

head of Amiga Technologies
W and various other Ariga Technologies
W iachuding Peter Kittel and Andreas
oo

W i fstened os plans were outlined for
e e Most interesting of these was the fact that
W spated A1200 (possibly called the A1200+) is in
W wacks and due (o be previewed at CeBit in
s in March next year. The A1200+ should be
—

e, MALC the crestors of the Apollo cards
W 860 accelerator), and M-TEC were al
W o speedier machines than the norm.
Wk had 3 joint accelerator and bridge-
W i Pentium P75 on a single cad,

had their DEC Alpha co-proces-
8 S siting in @ Draco machine. This card
898 5 mch an accelerator as 2 co-processor.
B have to be wiitten speciiclly to
e advantage of its massive computing
s, and alteady there has been wide-
Smac demand in the 3D softwere company
S o development boards

SPEED BOOST

' contibution to th speedfest was the
S Bzzard 1260 board which saw an Amiga
4390 powered by a Motorola 68060 (look

had a prototype acce

elerator running

# PowerPC604 chip. This chip is the next
of Motorola's chip family and is

on sale by June/July and will be powered by
Motorola’s Coldire or 68030 processor. It will have
SIMM sockets on the motherboard which are user-
accessible and should come with an internet soft-
re bundle. This bundle will aso be avaik-
able for any Amiga user and should be
plug and plﬂy according to Petro

\ Tyschischen
\ Dovaopes shoukd e Mk eppler
| after the announcement that AT' first

to the Amiga. If

commer-
cial developer you
can join up with AT's
developer program for $100 a year ~ commercial

levelopers have to pay $300 a year. This enties the
developer to access AT fp server and get advance
copies of Workbench, special pricing on development
systems, and so on.

In the Q&A session, one of the questions asked was

about the lack of any marketing strategy, particulariy for
the UK marke. Gile Bourdin eplied tht there was

,m.m s registered developers with
Commodore would have to re-register with
AT because o) AT dont have a developer database and

this year and that
~people shouldn't confuse AT e o vl o busy
advertising their PCs left, right and centre. He aso said
that AT didn't want to make Commodore's mistake of

tha

b) developers would need to sign AT non-di
agreements. Both Petro Tyschtschenko and fred fish
reiterated the importance of public domain developers

P wer P
e

Chuop. cheap, cheap - this stand i seling an

incompatible with the 68010 series. Phases
are going to be supplying boards to develop-
ers in January 50 they can create programs.
that will un natve u PowerPC.
Why are they doing this? Well, Motorola
aren't going to be making any further addi-
tions to the 68010 line, so if you want a
faster Amiga this will be the only way to
jump. In addition, completey independently,
Amiga Technol ced the decision

- JTHER MACHINES

Where were several stands devoted to other computing platiorms at Computer 95. Without

cpson they were

0572 h

attendance (perhaps d

e of

e

Ok, although there were plenty of PC products for sale and being demonstrted, there
S 0 huge Microsoftstand. Perhaps Bil Gtes and co. realised the fuity of trying to brag
St Windows 95. Apple had a huge stand with machines surrounding an inner sancium
s deais were 0 doub being done, and Acom had an open latice work affar filled with

AMIGA COMPUTING
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pitching the t
serious thought had o be given to the sort of advertis-
ing campaign that they would eventually do,

13’80“ flimELINE

« | QDiive CD-ROM drive avilable
Decss A
s | emet bundiefo al Amiges
an =i
arch 96| Preview of 1200+ o Ceit
6| 060 MOOOT avaable
¥ i
iy 6| A1200+ onsdle
June/o 2t
Settop box on sale:
3rd 96 %

PowerAmiga on sale
18t 9T 2

to make future Amigas based around the
PowerPC chip at the recent VideaToaster Expo
in America, and teiteated that commitment at
the developers conference on the Saturday
evening of the s =

Allin al, the Cologne show was the best
proof for a jaded joumalit that the Amiga was -
il viable concen, and seeing all the new
products availabe from stands the show wide
helped to reinforce that opinion. The Cologne
show really i the best Amiga show in the world
and 1 strongly encourage more Engiish Amiga
developers to ke stands there next year.

The language barrier isn't a big problem,

German Amiga users know how to speak

at least a it English, and the effort is really
worthwhile. And | know it can be a bt expen-
sive for Amiga users to go all the way Yo *
(Germany just for an Amiga show, but it really is
the best there s and flights and hotels donit
have to be that expensive. Hopefully, Escom
vl try to duplicate thei eforts in Cologne with.
a similary sized endeavour in the UK so that
you don't have to rapse halfway across Europe
in orderto buy your favourite machine.

1996




e ofthe constant riicisms direc-
ted at Commodore, the former
owners of the Amiga, was the fact
= that there were all these funky
things like networking and CO-ROM support
available on other machines, and none at all
for the Amiga except through thrc-pary soft
ware. The situation has worsened over time
unti, ot this point, WorkBench seems incredi-
bly under-powered compared to the offerings
forthe PC and Macintosh. And ts.

‘Amiga Technologies are going to have to
do an awiul lot of work in a very short e
in order to bring the Amiga back into
the forefront of computer/human interface.
technology. The progress that needs o be
‘made is diffcull, cross-inked with other parts
of the Amiga that need improving, but it
must be achieved. n this respect, | humbly
submit some of my suggestions, as @
user of Windows (and Windows 95), the
Macintosh System 7.5, and Workbench, for

[TJoORKBENCH IMPROVEMENTS

The most important thing to be done is to

tem on a CD, if possible, so that Workbench
installation is as painless as possible. The
instalaton process should be nteligent, and
check for system hardware before instaling
high-end faciites in 2 low-end system.

INTERNAL

B Make WB properly multi-tasking. At the
moment you can't copy a file using WB and
stil do anything else. For copy (or multiple

(e}
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the improvement of future releases of
orkbench.

There are further considerations than just
taking account of software. The Amiga's
hardware is currently a bit of a bodge, too.
Fioppy drives that willonly read high density
disks at half speed and that clck incessantly,
stupid screen modes that no-one will ever
use, an IDE interface os standard, a memory
subsystem that i fatlly flawed on the Amiga
4000 and limited to a laughable, by today's
standards, 16Mb RAW, no reaktime dlock on
the A1200, and so on.

POWER PC

A future Workbench can only survive on new
and updated hardware, and Escom have
announced that they plan to use the
PowerPC family of processors in future
machines, but right now work needs to be
done for the 680x0 famil, which Escom will
il b using until atleast next Chrstmas. S0,

file deletion) operations, a progress bar

ancel button should be added to
Workbech which gives the names of the fles
as they are copied (or deleted). (System 7,
Windows 95)

 Make sure that some system of RTG is
included in W (probably CyberGPX). Ditch all
the stupid screenmodes that no-one uses fike
Super HiRes and incorporate a pseudo 24-bit
emulation whereby W8 dithers down any
image to match the screen colour resolution
automatical, System 7, EGS)

= Replace cycle gadgets with pop-up menus.
(Cyde2Men, Typesmith)

Ben Vost gazes into his crystJ
ball and comes up with a plan’
for an updated Workbench
to blast all other operating
systems out of the water

what should we expect from an entry.
machine?

In my opinion, I think a machine with

FPU chip which could be pre-itted on
“deluxe’ version of the machine. There is
eston that the Amiga would have to
with a reasonably sized SCSI hard dive.
standard ~ 250Mb would be plenty to st
with - and I think that a 4Mb memo

required to make the Amiga great
muli-facetted, I going to separate
into different categories and wil lst al
Sources for inspiration for each improver

i brackets after the suggestion.

() Pop-up gadgets make a lot more sense.
eher

than cycle gadgets, particularly.
there are a ot of options



o Paste ought to be systemwide and
= ot just ields o txt fls, so that
It o s ropan, an con
then

A4 3 tep/ip stack to Workbench (to
networking as standard) (System?)

fle noffication systemwide 5o tha if
oy fles into the RAM disk in a fle man-

efiec the change, ec.

ut al the bitmap fonts and CG s
Tru

typel manager for the Amiga
as shareware.

system requesters respond to retum
Esc for OK and cancel respectively (and
letters in case of more than two

choices). (ARQ) I the Amiga is supposed to
be such a multimedia machine, then some
sort of upport for animation should
be taken for granted. A chunky pixel format
e s o betr st 0 th plobock o
colourful animations than the Amiga's bi
plane approach, which only really shines

U Porhaps a

future
format roquester might

when there are fewer than 16 colours on

1y, then the pussyfooting around should stop.
and serious work done on improving the per-
formance of W8 in thisfield. It has only been
held back at the present time by the large.
proportion of 68000-based machines in the
etplace
Now that there are more A12005 out there,
people are tying things which tax the system
more, but even more could be achieved with
an even more powerful entr level machine.
There could also be fibraries for 3 graphics,
ol od UGS e
 systemwide. I this was the case, newer

(=]
b3 Meteatinr 60000
> O s wamx
B o 1o
information requester. Dow i
) R o -
b0 e 187000
Change the way the View [P [0 M2 ki
By Name'item works in the (¥ (3 s s
v 0 o 1o
B oo o
B o B
© B owa -
B Ot b
ol m— 1
. -
" =
e P
Psetnee2 1 01 . e
the same window
er than of
but if you have ever
2 Macintosh, Windows
or the MUI Web

ers you will know
mean.

See prety
much self-explanatory).
System, MUI 3)

‘underlined.
he sotiog by clcking an  aferent heading

this? It should, of
course, be

versions of these lbraries could be supplied
as they were improved. This would mean
even less reinvention of the wheel and more
system-rendly games.

= Add support for 24-bit printer output and
rewrite the printer drivers that Workbench
offers. (Consider incorporating Wolf Faust's
Studio system)

= Incorporate CrossDos and CrossMac into

Warkbench nd chang the vy dek cons

are shown. From now on, there should only.

B floppy disk on

Workbench, and the Forma requester should

have a pop-up gadget so that the user
can choose whether to format a disk

as AmigaD0S, MS-DOS or Macintosh

compatible. (Multi

this mix of fonts
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JANUARY.

“If the Amiga is supposed
to be such a multimedia
machine, then some sort
of system support for
animation should be taken
for granted”

[dcons

1 Mairtain the snapshating of the RAM disk
con transparent (t could be put into envarc: as
defauit raminfo).
e
the body ofthe il rather than having a sepa-
o i e s vl reduce conisionand
speed cerain operations up. (System?)

Buer

 Institute * as the default wildcard character
instead of #7. (MS-DOS)
>




[FaciLities

B Create an ARexx interface for

adtions more simple (QuicKeys)

 Ensure that the system file requester

[MuiLtiview

8 Add a new drawer in DEVS: for
added tools to use in Multview, like
video or sound digitisers. If Multview
is made into an UrApp (the basis for
other applications) then it can be built
upinto a powerful multimedia tool.

B Change the sound datatype for
Muliview so that it includes  scalable:
view of the sample and the abilty to
position the cursor anywhere in the
sample and add playback gadgets ke
any normal sample player

s

' Change Multiview so that not only
can datatyped files be saved as their
IFF equivalents, but also as any other
format. Incorporate copy and paste in
Multiview.

= Make Multiview HTML compatible
with appropriate navigation tools (this
woukd o mesn ddigthe by 1

ve inlined images in & Multiview
o s HATA e o 8
AmigaGuide with HTML Change the
way datatypes work 5o that they too
0 longer rely on there being Chip

= Also make them resolution and
colour independent 5o that people
with 24-bit displays won' need to use

This will require a systemwide
dithering tool which should be
extremely fast and available to any
program that requires it. This will aso
increase the memory overhead for
machine operation 5o it should not be
available on machines with low
RAM. (These machines should not
be allowed to use 24-bit displays at
i

4]

jons of creating new directo-
ties, deleting files and renaming them.
)

reate a systemwide trashcan that sits
on the Workbench rather than having a
trashean for each individual disk
(System?)

mAdda syslem tools menu. (System,
ToolsDaen

W Add a systemwide titlebar clock
!

(TtleClodk)

1 Stop people fiddling around with the
Shell s much and add a GUI for the
editing of the user-startup 5o that people:
don't have to type in instructions

# Increase the amount of options for
disabled people, including changing the
mouse buttons over for left-handed

are splendid and are not offered by

freed if possible). This should be a
automatic process, but there should be
user interface for expert users.

= Extend exchanges abiltes (more ke
the MUI Exchange).

® Extend GadTools to allow uses

many othe

8 Include some kind of system manager
in WB 5o that programs which have
tailed can have their processes, screens,

1 Add a screengrab function systemwide
that will deal with any screentype
(especially handy for us journos)

they may not feel comfortable with
(assignprels)

changeover o PC n future machines

1 Add user-accessible SIMM sockets to all machines and make sure they can

and windows shut down (and memory

HARDWARE

[JAcHINE FEATURES

 Incorporate the PCI bus into future Amigas in preparation for a complete

(system?)

[JicksTarT

 Incorporate features fike filename complet
and a scrolloack history into Kickstart 50 tha t
shell may have them even when started with
startup-sequence or user-startup.

take a ider variety of SIMMs than current machines. If possibe, allow mixing ;

and matching of memory types (ie. a mix of 1Mb and 4Mb SIMMs in one

machine)

1 Add an intemal speaker which can be controlled from a sound preferences
program to make sure that any Amiga can have sound of some sort with any.

monitor,

emulation of it in
2 modular VGAtype stem which can be pairess upgraded o
features such as 24-bit screens, 30 graphics manipulation and faster window
updates

W Extend the Early Boot screen to includ
Westartup programs and device diver, so th
they may be disabled where necessary, and, at t
very least, allow a mouse button or

offe better  disable the WBStartup drawer without having
rename it 2

8 Make sure the Amiga can be booted from a CD

W If Kickstart can be put onto a flash ROM it cot
be updated through software, savig the materi
cost and effort of having to send out ne
ROMs each time Workbench hits a majol

monitor types

revision.

CONCLUSIONS

As I aid i the intro, Amiga Technologies have their work
cut out for them. But Apple have managed the transfer to
the PowerPC chip admirably, if not full efficiently. Al the
things that made the Amiga great even as recently as five
years ago are increasingly liabiliies and things like the
custom chipset and Workbench are woefully out of date.

Amiga Technologes have restarted the .
port program that was one of Com best features
o o splb oo oyt
ather platforms, or who have never programmed for the
Amiga to come onto their new platform, so, with luc
software situation should improve dramatically ~ but it
needs to get betterin the right way.

One of the biggest problems facing Amiga B
s the fact that the Amiga i in almost as bad a pos
wise as Skoda and Lada are in the motor car mduxtry.
People with experience of computer platforms other than
the Amiga look down on our machine as a games comput-

/ANUARV 1996

er, an impression cultivated in ths country by Commodore
circa Steve Franklin. A sea change has been fong overdue,
and can only be resolved with a long-term publicity drve.
Like Skoda, the Amiga is now seen as the cheap end of ‘

the market, with nothing going for it other than its price.
The fact that you don't have to buy a monitor or hard drive
for tis not an advantage; peaple will happily buy a moni
tor and a hard drive when they upgrade to a PC (a serious |
computer). But the PC won't be the competiion for the |

Amiga in the next few years, it will be the Mac. With Apple
agreeing licensing deals with companies all over the worid,
the Mac s the ideal replacement fo the Amiga, much more
50 than the PC, butis not well-known enough et

45 a dedicated Amiga owner who has spent a great deal
of time, effort, and money on his computer system, | wish
Amiga Technologies all the best and hope that at least
some of my suggestions will be implemented for what |
believe would be a world-beating Workbench.
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Amiga Technologies

have announced the
future of Amiga
Computing, and that

future is the
PowerPC. Neil Moh|
checks out the
MPC604 processor

=, 1 the 2 November at the Toaster from one another, with the load/store unit  allows the processor much quicker access
Expo, Amiga Technologies helping to co-ordinate instructions run out  to recently used data and instruction, there-
announced that the processor to

of sequence, buffering early results and fore giving a considerable speed advantage.

" be used by the next range of
Amiga computers will be the PowerPC
MPCE04 processor. For most people the fact
that new Amigas will be powered by a
PowerPC processor was no real surprse, the
| choice of the MPC604, however, was a ltle
surpisng.
Released just before the end of 1994, the
MPC04 is a new processor design, and
running at a 100Mhz delivers over ten times
the processing power of an A4000/040. This
sort of power will give a Silicon Graphics
Indigo 2 a run for its money.
RISC design is the key to the MPC604
speed, a simplified instruction set allows
|

splt into separate processing sections, the
MPCE04 is capable of executing multiple
instructions simultaneously,in fact up to six
siparste rsncons i be dpatched and
executed in one clock

With three integer um:g a floating point
unit capable of executing a double precision
instruction in a single clock cycle, and an
advanced dynamic branch prediction unit
along with 2 load/store uni, the 604 packs
alotinto asingle chi

All these sections work independently

instructions until they are ready to be
moved into registers

The 604 comes with two 16Kb caches for
instructions and data. This is eight times
larger than the 040 copy back cache and

Jargon

They also allow what is known as cache
‘snooping. As the 604 is designed to be
used in muli-processor systems, data in
each of the processors must be kept coher-
ent, otherwise you would get errors crop-
ping up i results, and when errors occur
your looking at a sstem crash.

There has been no word from Amiga
Technologies whether any future Amiga

oo ey

m AMich COMPUTING
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advantage of doing this is that it will allow

S 5
P ” developers o get nto gear and produce ative
i PowerPC versions ofthei programs.
he| Technologies are In fact, it appears that a developers-only
understandably hesitant board could be ready as soon as the end of
i ¢ January, along with a cross compiler. This
"b,""‘ oot ng o mf' would allow developers to start portng their
afuture RISC Amiga will be rorkice W 00i 31 faadiness
at like” for the release of the PowerPC accelerator
board, and when the new Power Amiga
arives, there should be a good selection of
native utftes and games ready and waitng for
the buying public.
’ Ttlooks like 1996 could see the Amiga cata-
pulted ito the fas ane, and finally being able
will be multi-processor. Such a system 1o take on top Pentiums head to
would have huge achanages overcurent had or aw procssing power. st imagine
systems, and considering that the P6 will  Workbench, which curtenty runs very icely on
have been out for a while by 1997, havinga  your old st having access to a PowerPC.
multi-processor design would allow the My conservative estimates put a PowerPC-dri- Lo 00, 180 L
Amiga to stay ahead of the pack. ven A4000 1o be running around 12 times as 133 20 20
Currently, Amiga Technologies are under-  fast. Your humble A1200 could scorch along at ekl 100 100 80
standably hesitant about commenting on 140 times the speed, and for you poor old il oh s = =
what a future RISC Amiga willbe ike - their  A2000 owners, how does running Imagine at .o ds A
announcement at the Toaster Expo simply  around 300 times the processing g PAT00 | 120 168 210
stating that we wil see a Power Amiga in  sound? Rid00 | 2% 176 165
the fist quarter of 1997. This will be a high- “Sciom - |ne a0 ol
end system with a new version of .l ar [ 4 o I'I SO 20 12 s
lmvgaDOS that should finally see network Alpha 33 7 215
mory management added as DOX
Sondod s T s oy sctons o o fcing o brch .
SYSTEM VARIANCE | 17 e ctng ot unt, e focingput nstcions: These e st ot can ol e bactonla ey
NI You shouid then expect o see ety and mid | et i il
fange systems appear ate this iniiallaunch. 1 e
even looks ke the low-end systems will be e progrom el oo ot gt e quss gt s soed e Ganed 4Gt e s W e

604 equipped. | did have a few resenvtions
about this because the 604 is stil a itle
‘expensive and the 601 or 603 may have been

| nthng s cty st~ prcessn wa e the s s howg o B

A ) oo e

ey oo e 4
used instead, as these are completely compat- e wecome!
ble with the 604 and stillprovide Pentium
, trouncing powwer but at I
ess ot svorgll e st 1 ot s
e | seem, howeter, that the 604 could be used St et ot e ol

ge. | throughout the range, because a lrger volume
che | could be bought, and therefore reduce the

be | ovenll price. P s ;
 in In conjunction with Phase 5, a PowerPC i i
er- | board is lso planned for late 1996, which will e Comen

o ks o wa et v e e ¢ 1595 bsdn P

o defes  umber o Ko stondars owerCbcsed mchnes shod e A

op- | Pluginto your A4000/3000 and an A1200 ver-

e i plamed ¢ well latiog you g asdy e oy s o vl GRS = "’“m";:
access to all ths power at an early stage. A big i it i

iga SRR T

iga

“| [JOWER PC HISTORY

" £ Backin the /mddle of 1991 IBM, Motorola and Apple  was based on a cut-down version of their POWER tiny power consumption. This was perfect for use in

v | got together o decide on a new processor architec- architecture, with 38 instructions dropped o cut the  those PowerBooks that Apple users love so much.

<o Pos desktop com- costof i The Rl B e st snicking

on | puter systems. With PowerPC processors lined up to appear in  out before the pipelining,

£ B Al B tsotons it vyt s lopip w monse e it e R | b e caches |}
wanted a new o replace their ageing  design goals called for a range of processors that and higher clock rates, the 604 provides a large
POWER multprocessor ich is used in their Z the market. i PowerPC B

processars.
There is a fourth design being worked on by 1BM

called the 620. Thisis meant to be a top-of-the-ran

Alpha crushi

= & desktop machines; Apple was looking for a RISC
i | processor they could use to replace the terminated.
ane | 6800 line; and Motorola needed a new mass market
= & processor ine. With the end of their 680x0 e, ond
e | the factthat Apple were not looking interested i their

RELEASES ge
The first PowerPC processor to be released was the ing design, aimed squarely at the high-
MPC60] back in 1993. Aimed for mid-range comput-  end and mainframe community. Unfortunately, the
ers, the 601 provided Pentium power at around half  current benchmarks being released by 1BM are not
88000 RISC, they decided to take the chance and  the pice. Th p by Appl . Pl at the bottom
<ar & jump in with 18M and Apple in producing the new  use in their fist range of PowerPC-powered Macs. of the mainframe league, and only slightly ahead of
o PowerPC chips. Towards the end of 1994 the MPC603 became its younger brot e 604. Rumours are circulating
v So.in July 1991 the PowerPC processor architecture available. Sporting a new caching system and an  that IBM might not even bother using it in their f)g
il was revealed. As IBM wanted to keep compatibility  improved fabrication, the 603 provided a slightly  tems. Perhaps a radical crank in processor speed Wl
red. with their range of current desktop, the instruction set  improved performance over the original 601, but with  see the 620 back in contention.
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[} /s dedoned misa

user (1 own an A2000,

¥ an A3000 and a

€32) I read a lot of

magazines and keep back

issues. Every now and then | pick up one of

the older mags and re-read it And yesterday

I picked up an Amiga Computing from

December 1989 and saw an ad from Slca.

This ad shows an unexpanded A500 which

could be yours for £399. And we're only talk-

ing about a simple AS00 with Kickstart 13,

512K of RAM and a humble 68000 proces-

sor. This was a price we all paid without

complaining and | dare say loads of curent
Amiga users started off with this machine.

Now its 1995. Six years later. Silica had
an ad in the November 1995 issue of Amiga
Computing offering an oh so beautiful
A1200 at exactly the same price as the AS00
in the previous ad. But this machine offers a
musch better processor (68020), more RAM
(2Mb), more expandabilty, 32-bit technolo-
8, Kickstart 3.1, bags of colours, and a really
good software bundle

501 don't understand allthe complaints. |
agree with the fact that personal computers
are falling in price, but bear in mind that -
those specifications are not as massive as
they seem. | know many Amiga users who
love the idea of having 4Mb RAM in their
machines, but seting for a 4Mb PC means a
eally poor PC. Not really able to multtask
(Windows 95 needs a least 8Mb RAM to run
WordPerfect 6.0 and a really small game), a

ain in the neck when it comes to user-
friendiiness, and that nice PC salesman who
smiles as he offers you a free 200Mb hard
drive st being that frendly ~ the disk will
be fullwithin two or three weeks.

1 agree that the good old A400OT is too
expensive, but look at its specifications
(68040/25, 2Mb Chip, 4Mb Fast, Kickstart
3.1, bags of colours, 1.2Gb SCSI hard drive,
SCs! controller and the tower case) and it
doesn't seem so expensive. Just remember
the old days (back to 1989) when 3 humble
A2000 would set you back a massive £1259
with 1Mb RAM, Kickstat 1.3 and a 68000.To
get it up and running you needed at least a
RAM expansion to get it to 1Mb Chip and
2Mb Fost, you needed an A2091 SCSI con-
trolle card and if you wanted that size hard
drive it would set you back an awful lot of

el i
| The man with the name that reminds

I this month’s letter-filled mailbag

money. I'm sure it would even exceed the
'ADOOT price of £2199.

m not saying the A4000T i a gift. It really
is a lot of money, but | think that people in
business would pay it. For example, take the
great 30 modeller Real 3D. The PC version
of this product costs around €800. Add to
this the cost of a PC with atleast 16Mb RAM
and 1 think you will agree, the A4000T is
worth considering. Don't forget that the
Amiga really muttitasks and in less RAM than
a PC, and RAM makes machines expensive.

LAUGH

Windows 95 looks good, but is actually
worse to use than Workbench 1.3. Just laugh
at all your PC-owning friends. Ask them what
they have paid to be able to connect their PC
to a video, then tell them what an Amiga to
'SCART cable costs. Just ask them the price
they paid for their soundblaster and turn on
your machine and play an eight track MED
Song while saying that the Amiga doesn't
need anything to be able to make music.
Show what your computer can do, show
them the excellent document publishers, the
awesome drawing tools, the perfect music
programs. But don't just show them, let
them use your machine and see how ez

itis
S0, Amiga users ~ stop crying and start

[INTIQUE cOLLECTOR

My large Amiga software collection includes many ancient
games like ‘Empire ~ Wargame of the Century, ‘Adargh’
“Kampigruppe’ and ‘Battle Tech' ve completed them all
and they are now just siting on my shelves gathering dust.
This s a real shame because all are in mint condition with
theiroriginal boxes and instructions sl in tact.

A good friend has since told me that old games in such
great condition can fetch up to €50 each ifresold to other
Amiga software collectors because they are 0 rare. Many
of them, Im sure, cannot be found in shops and may have

ven been permanently deleted from the relevant compa-
nies’ product fines, 50 they should be worth quite a bit of

money. s this true or have | been told a pack of fes about
theirtrue worth?
David 0'Conner, South Yorkshire

1 think your friend has been pulling your leg. While
ames might be considered classics, |

ely that people would want to pay large
sums of money for them.

However, if you keep them for, say, 40 or 50 years,
then they might be worth as much as some Dinky toys
are now to the right person. By the way, Empire, what a
game!
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you of surfing poets is back with

Keep
those letters
‘coming! If you
can’
thered to find
a bit of paper and a stamp,
why not e-mail us? Simply
int your mailer to:
comp.demon.co.uk
There’s n :sa pound pnn Ionhe
best letter printed as an
_

buying. Show Escom they were right to buy
Commodore. Show the world that the Amiga
is capable of things the PC is only just tart-
ing to do. Show them that we were multi-
tasking when they were stil looking at green
screens. Show them that multimedia was
invented in the ‘805, not the 90's, and take
out your Amiga magazines. Read them on
th B ot SR i o
themis ek S
okdrsDen A, Netherands

The crowd roars with approval! Bert, have
You ever thought of going into politics?

at last bit was definitely reminiscent of
oM o GO i b
 speech by Churchill. What you say is
ke comc. | for one, was e disap
when | leared of Escomts pricing
policy for both machines, but, on reflec-
tion, you are still getting one hell of a
bang for your bu

Everybody always compares Amiga
hardware pricing directly with PC hard-
ware pricing, but as you say, the hardware
s only the startof it. When it comes down
ot the mackine you by chouid efet
what you want to do witl
also in the enviable po

ware like Shapeshifter,
other machines and provide the best of all
possible worlds. | hope you can get some-
thing for your A the €50 prize
that should be winging its way to you
shorty. N

k.




[imica
ADD-ONS

After reading most ofthe Amiga magazines
over the lest year or 5 it has become obyi-
ous that if you want add-ons for your
machine but don't own an A1200 or high-
er, you are not important. All peripherals
seem to be carried out on an A1200. There
are a lot of A600 owners about and I'm
sure that | am not the only ane who looks
1o the press when looking for peripherals,
but how do | know how, or even i they
will perform on my A600? For instance,
another magarine tested the HiQ multime-
dia Powerstation, but on an A1200, even
though the AG00 also has a PCMCIA slot.

Just to be different, why not review
peripheras on all compatible machines ist-
ing any problems that might occur with
those that are not hooked up for the test.
That way you won't end up with a maga-
zine called AMIGA COMPUTING IF YOU
'HAVE AN A1200 O A4000.

1 am very happy with my set up (600,
2Mb RAM, external floppy drive, Citizen
ABC printer) and 1 will expand this one
piece at a time as funds allow. Anyway,
while | have your attention, | was reading
the December issue of Amiga Computing
and came across an advert from Gasteiner
which included an A600 accelerator. Can

u please tell me if this is ever going to be
reviewed in Amiga Computing? Finally, wil
the HIQ Powerstation with CD-ROM actual-
Iy work on an A600 and if so, with what
fimitations.

Adian A Taylor, Staines

1am glad you are happy with your AG00.
In these fast-moving t
pays to remember that we should each
have a machine that suits our needs and
a lot of people don't actually need a
40007, graphics card and VLab Motion.
As for what you are saying about the
lack of AG00 information in our reviews,
1 think we have to be careful. I a prod-
uct will definitely only work with one
particular type of Amiga then we will
say s in our product box at the end of
every review, otherwise you can pretty
much figure on it working with
any machine as long as it fulfils the
rest of thecrterl lad down In the
aforementioned

SRt o pnmble for magazines
oduct on every machine
et e one i ettt
restrict it to the machines we have up
and running (which still includes a 4000,
1200, 3000, 30007 and 2000) because
there just isn't the time in our hectic
schedule. If a product looks suitable for

are going to know just as muct
R e ke ihisiomkinn sy
would hope that they

e e 1o o s o

*/ that AB0O accelerator reviem.
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[fuLL moTiON

1 am seriously thinking of buying a new Amiga 1200 with hard drive. At the moment | own:
CD32 with FMV cartidge. Wil 1 be able to connect my CD32 to the Amiga 1200 and stil
ableto run CD32 software? Alo,wil | be able o run normal Amiga CD-ROM software this

Would | be better off selling my CD32 and by
Mpeg card so | can run Video CDs and Photo CDs

Thank you for your excellent magazine and keep up the good work.

1f you were to buy an A1200, it might be bette
will be able to connect the two

‘This will allow you to access data CDs like the Ar
o will still be able to use the CD32 as it stands, s0 you

with a s

| wonder if you can help me out. | have
owned an Amiga 500 since 1988 and am
content with it. However, my internal disk
drive is going out and the 1084 monitor
flicks to black occasionally, 50 1 would like to
upgrade to a new system. The problem s,
need to do things that my old 500, 3s onfig-
ured, won't do, and I only have so much
money.

Now, what with Windows 95, Ive been

in comparison to the Amiga. Even so, | am
awfully tempted to buy one of those
Pentiums.

iowever, | like to consider myself a loyal
Amiga man and would prefer to stay
with that machine. S0 what can | get forless
than $3000 that will enable me to do the
following things?
® Hook nto the Intermet
® Communicate with the 1BM world; read
and wite thei disks, send e-mail etc
 Translate Deluxe Paint and Kindwords files
1o the Windows 05
® Capture full frame motion video from a
variety of sources including S-VHS and out-
putsame
® Let us use our existing hardware, mainly a
ProGen genlock
 And, of course, allthe usual things fike a
CD-ROM drive and a mornitor with  ltle
propeller on top that turs when it heats up.
Get the idea?

The main uses for the computer that we
have are to publish our science-fiction
fanzine dedicated to the work of Philip K
Dick, and to output video straight to tape for
broadcast on Public Access TV and straight to
VHS. We also use the Amiga for general word
processing and games, but we plan on mov-
ing our act oniine o wil need to open cer-
tain of urles 0 publc st s el =
s st

piti T
il me i s for e h 850001
Dave Hyde, Kokomo, USA

machines using a serial cable and the software SEF

that.
1f you do decide to ditch the CD32, your best bet would be to buy a CD-ROM drive thes
« quiree interface. If you do, then, when Hisoft's new Mpeg expansion comes
out, you will be able to plug that into your CD-ROM drive.

[[lEW YEAR, NEW MACHINE

AmMIGA

a new CD-ROM drive (will I be able to buy
7).
Mrs Bhogal,

for you to stay with the CD32 for now.

loweves
able to run programs Co8

inet CDs, but not program CDs. H

So, Dave, you want to buy a new

I'm going to have to go by UK pndn(

this answer, but | reckon we can build
uite a nice machine for $3000. Probal

your best bet, given your req

would be to buy a second-hand A30

cash to choose your next purchase
carefully.

You could buy a graphics card and big
monitor or, altematively, you might wa

pair cost around £1500 or 2400 bucks, but
You would have near-broadcast quality,
non-linear video editing. The closest
equivalent on the PC, | am told, is a
product which costs somewhare neal

56000,

You will also be sble o wrade 4
Workbench on the
would give you the b
‘write PC floppy

e
R e s bl
job, you shouldn’t have to spend any
further cash on the j

AEEEET side of things, nearly
all the software you need for the Amiga is
free or shareware, o you shouldn't have
too many problems with that either. My
‘modem recommendation would be the US
Robotics Courier v.everytt

50 you'll stll
Amigas whatever you choose to do.



Emplant - Macintosh and PC emulations.

Sacintosh Emuition Woduie
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el its another packed PD col-
umn this month, and as | avays
seem to find myself saying, it's
57 g0od to see that the uncertai
over the Amiga's long-term future isn't
affecting things too badly at grass roots
Jevel. To kick of things this month...

[AFXLaB 24

Programmed by: Rodrigo Reyes
Avalable from: Pixel Digital PD

GPXiab 24 is another shareware image pro-
cessing package with a range of features
ivalling commercial market-leaders Image
FX and Art Department Pro.

French author Rodgo Reyes has indluded
20 different effects ranging from the stan-
dard (crop, rotate, adjust brightness) to the
unusual (quake, whitl, disperse pixels). A
fibrary of convolves can also be applied.

Other features include ARexx support for
the automation of tiresome image conver-
sions or similr processes, and support for 3
wide range of image formats. GFYlab also
enables you to use a hard drive s virtual
memory, meaning not as much RAM is
requied as with, for instance, ADPr0.

1f al this sounds a little familia, that's
because ImageStudio 2.2, the latest version
of another popular shareware image proces-
sor, can do exactly the same things. S0 is
there any difierence between them?

Well, my tests seem to suggest that
ImageStudio has the edge in terms of speed
and file formats supported, and it's got 3
more pleasant interface with floating
ress bars, and so on.

screens.

At the end of the day therefore, whilst
ImageStudio still comes out on top, GFXiab
is a promising new challenger and a worthy
purchase. It costs 90 French Francs to regis-
ter. Bear in mind that you could buy regis-
tered versions of both image processors, and
you'd sl have shelled out only a fraction of
what it would cost to buy ADPro.

More

low-priced
lovelies come

under Dave Cusick’s critical eye...

1 s not much to look
‘at, but GFXiab24 could
work wonders on your
image collection

() Performing some simple.
offects s quick and.

paintess with GFXiab24

[JLrimATE MANAGER V1.1

Programmed by: Crag Smith Whilst s over two years out of date in tr
Available from: Your Choice of team information and it's certainly
Disk No: GA 599 Championship Manager,this is a great gai

that football management fans wil lov.

Everything i included, from training and t
transfers. Reallfe players are featured, aithough the fact that thes
iretance, Andy Cole i not at Manchester Urited. actualy, h's not even at Newcasiel) dof
detract from the things a

resentation is unspectacular, with everything taking place against 3 hideous stiped bad
ground, and practicall no graphics thioughout.But what's really mportart is the addictven
& 25 with so many other management games, Ulimate Manager is extremely engaging.
iskslike thi that can make magazine copy deadines tricky to meet

‘Matches are dealt with quite well. The game
clock ticks away rather quickly, but it can be
paused at any time to enable changes in team
tactics or the odd substitution. All matches tak-
ing place in that competiion on that day are
shown on screen simultaneously, 5o you can
keep track of the progress your rivals are mak-
ing - a nice touch that even the king of the
management sims, Championship Manager,
doesn't boast

The registered version of the program, cost-
ing £7.50 and available from the author,
includes a player and team editor, and is not
restricted in any way (this version only allows
you to play for two seasons). Its written in

5, too - but don't

[ovAL IRRELEVANCE #12

Produced by: The Offcial Med Users Gro
Available from: Seasof

review section includes assessments
Power Computing's CD-ROM drive and
fange of PD music modules. There are oS
the results of a competition which | wish
known about in time to enter, because t
pries are pretty impressive (hand scannel
and LCD televisions,for instance).

For the truly dedicated OctaMed fana
(or the merely curious), there are even ot
cles recounting how several Med Usef
Group members got started with track
music. Actualy to be honest this is probal
the least interestng section of an otherws
tairlyimpressive magaine.

Even ifthe subject matter won't appeal §
everyone, this is @ well produced effort,
which it i clear a lot of time and energy hé
been invested.

0 Total irolevancy issue

12, i full four-colour glory

The twelfth ssue of this popular disk maga-
zine includes three OctaMed modules for
your lstening pleasure, and the usual range
of readable articles. There are musings on
the future of the Amiga, opinions on
OctaMed version 6, and anecdotes about the
trials of purchasing suitable loudspeakers. A




[our FirsT PO

Produced by: GreendellTechnologies
Avilable from: Seasoft

Horses are expensive beasties to buy and
maintai, and caring for them requires 2 lot
of commitment and deication. It helpful
then that such informative disks as ths are
avilable

Leam about choosing a pony, feeding and
grooming it, keeping it in good health, and
even protecting it against theft. Your First

10 produce a bright, simple and effective
interface
‘The colourtul pages contain baes of text
and images which, if clicked on, lead to
other parts of this non-inear book. This sort
of design is employed in many educational
products these days, including Greendell
Technologies’ own  Spitfire and
Messerschmitt disks (reviewed in issue 90).
The latest version of a product which first

[Omc corp

0 innoc:

ont unsuspecting
yours truly) could soon be inundated wit
diskmags - and it wil il bo DMC's fault

PD reviewers (such as
o

DMC stands for Disk Mag Creator, and this Gold edi-
tion, available for £7.49 (including P&P), i capable of
producing some really impressive result. It supplied
o two disks, one of which contains the actual program
and accompanying gubbins, whilst the second contains

[@uarLEY cAT 1

Produced by: Anthony Whitaker
Avalable from: Roberta Smith DTP

The latest of the excellent Charley Cat animations, this
sixdisk epic features our feline friend in a Wild West
adventure. As ever, the animation and sound are
superb and you could easily be forgiven for thinking

. if you've got sufficient extra memory
and hard drive space I'd definitel recommend copying
all the disks onto a parttion, making a few assigns, and
then running the animation from there. Running the
cartoon from a single floppy drive means plenty of isk
swapping and some lengthy loading times. It's really

NY

appeared two or three years ago, Your First
Pony has now been made shareware. f you
make regular use of t, you're asked to send
the princely sum of one pound to the

Programmed by: Andy Gibson
Avalable from: F1 Licenceware

various helpful extras. Creating your own magazine is
basically a process of editing the various ASCI index
files on the firt disk, and wiiting your own artices.
Fancy effects such as coloured text and embedded clip
art images can be incorporated using various special
codes in the text (a bit like the World Wide Web's
HIML codes, only simpler). Its also possible to create
split-screen articles, which are displayed in two.
columns instead of a single column, and secret artices,
which can only be accessed by those who know a spe-
cidl password.

As you'd expect, DMC supports fancy introductory
screens and lets you have ProTracker modules playing
in the background. However, an added bonus for those
keen on making their production look unique s the
option to redesign the user panel at the bottom of the
screen.

The extras on the second disk include some exam-
ples 1o help get you started, and a cruncher program
for compressing artcles. Called CrunchMania, ts capa-
ble of compacting fles to around 50 per cent of their
original size, which obviously means that a lot more
arices can be crammed onto a floppy. There's akso &
really useul Article Tester. This can display files you've

2: COWBOY CATS

al. D )
o LI, DWW
1 want o heat ffom-ou if you have

any program) hatéver its purpose,
which you considenwarthy of review.

Whether it will Be freely distributable

pub . Shareare or licence-
ware, if you feel s of sufficient quali-
ty to merit cawbrage then stick it in a
Jiffy bag o padded edvelope and send
it in with‘sllshaste.

ier though if disks are cleafiyfabelled.
Please also Telude® cover letter
detailing the disk ontents and price.
iving some basiC.iifstructions.

ress is:.

Amiga Computing, Medid House,
Adlington Patk Maccles feld.
K10 4P

already crunched without the need to load the main
program. It can also convert single column files to split
screen format, and perform a few other effects which
might otherwise require considerable editing of the
orginal text e

The whole package is supplied with a really useful
manual which demystifies the magazine creation
process. Its well writen and highly informative, and
uns 10 28 pages.

Why bother going to the trouble of writing your
own disk magazine engine when DMC is capable of
producing such excellet resuits?

) Charley the Cat's back for his
twoltth animated adventure

worth the effort of setting things up, because thisis one

of the best animations fve seen in a long time. I you
like the cartoon (and 1 certainly think you will then

JANUARV 1996

€1 Think up somethin... bank and horse

please send the two pounds shareware fee the author
is requesting, as this is the sort of production we
definitely want to see again n the future.




EHE CLIP ART SLIDE SHOW

Produced by: PD Power This is a slideshow of 99 cip art images on one disk. The qualty of
Available from: PD Power  images ranes from excellent to pathetic, and the subject matter veers
rom cartoon characters (the Flintstones and other Hannah-Barbera

s through to some Disney creations) to maps, and even

Christmassy stuff. The problem here i that there's no attempt to organise the images in any way.
They are presented one after another in no obvious order, so when images do catch your eye
You've got no idea what the file name is, or even whether it the only picture on that theme.
Looking at the disk directoy later in the hope of some revealing file names will prove frutless - the
images are numbered from C00 to C98, 50 trying to actualy put these pictures to practical use is
going to involve carefull going through the disk, renaming and reorganising the fils after you've

2y if you've got the time and the incination to go to this sort of effor, this might be worth

geting i . s ot the iy P Clip A i ufly of sch ck o orgaisaion (deed,most of

thém dol) but the fact that there are 98 other images here for that important one to hide amongst
can prove frustrating

Compiled by: V12-PD

D GOLD VOLUME 1 ildoiew

0 ' ail boon so
forer bt Micky 2 il bmpresses

) Worma - sorry, MASH. Not at all
ke Lommings, sther. Honest

Three top games on four disks for just two quid. Isn't PD
marvellous? will provide plenty of entertainment.

to set the world o fire, but it a bargain at this price and

[JaunTED BY YO

Another lottery program, I'm afraid. Challenge Logic’s Cop
Lot Pro has reached version 3.0, and the reistered verso
complete with an attractive presentation bos, costs-a fiver.

ur money you get a database of numbers drawn so far, a f
predictor called Skeptic Skeav, a random number generato
and plenty of lettrs from people who are already using 1
program. Its al nicely done, and apart from the iitating
1o disable CPU caches before running it on AGA machines,
s one of the better predictor programs

Finall, back in issue 92 | reviewed ssue one of the Ext
Amos disk magazine, and stated that it can be obtained fro
public domain libraries around the country. In actual fat it
only be obtained from Carl Drinkwater at the moment, a
cheques for €1 should be made out to him. lssue two is no
available as well

SOMETHIN
HOT IN

A L) W'
VWVININ]
Challenge Logic
31 Lindley,Street, Mansfield,
Nottinghamshire NG18 1QE

Carl Drinkwater
9 Elderctoft Road, Timperley,
Altrinchart, Cheshire WA1S 7HT

F1 Licenceware
31 Wellington Road Exeter, Devon
£X290U

Tel Q1392 439580

Here we have MASH, Nicky 2 and Chaneques. MASH is a
Worm variant (or, according to the author, Wormz is a
MASH dlone). One person can play against the computer,
or two chums can pit their wis against one another —
ither way, the objective is to destroy your enemy's base.
At your disposal you have tanks and spuds, the later being
small mobile ground troops with a wide range of weaponry
and abilties. MASH has decent graphics, passable sound,
and enough excitement to hold the attention for a while

Then there's Nicky 2, which Im sure used to be avail
able commercially. This is a polished platformer with sty
ish graphics and animation, suitably cheesy sound effects
and plenty of runny-jumpy-blasty gameplay. Its not going

©) Mow many games can boast
Hying duck rides? Nicky 2 cant

AmiGA ComPp!

r Chaneques, | can't really give a considered
assessment because | got completely stuck on only the
second level. Suffice it to say it's a platform puzzler which
is vaguely reminiscent of Lemmings. You control three
individual characters with differing abilties and have to
negotiate various screens, collecting objects by pushing pixel Digital
them into convenient extra-dimensional gateways. It's Unit 6, LauréPBusiness Géfitre 15
bizarre, but it looks quite good — if only | could see what LaurelRaad, Liverpgol 7
lies beyond the second screen. Tel:0n51.259 4017

Anyway, V12-PD seem to think this package represents
pretty good value for money, and I'm inclined to agree Se:
;..;ml:’rrm They're selling their 2-disk catalogue for just Unit 3, MariellgEntetprisecentre,

e Courtwick Lane, Littfehaniton, West
SussexBN17 7PA.

Tel: 01903 850378+

Roberta Smith DTP
190 FallodenWay; Hampstead
Garden SuburbyLondon NW11 61
Tel: 0181455 1626

RD Power
15 Lovetot Aventie, Aston, Sheffield
S3) 0BQ

VI2-PD
PO Box 14, Louthirincolnshire LN11

Tel: 01507450114

Your Choice
39 Lambton Road, Chorlton,
Manchester M21 024
Tel: 0161-881 8994

) Cheneques:
my brain hurts

[Amica Compuring ]
JANUARY 1996




1 Rowlandson Close,Leic
Telephone 0116 234 [Me‘ﬁ
Email sales@weirdscience.co.uk or te

@ The Assassms CD

Offer only available whilst st

%
Network CD 2 Please ask for your FREE CD w

' Gulir2 ﬁ s
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= =
'RA SPECIAL OFFERS.

LspcCp1 £14.95

LSDCD2 £14.95

Light Rom  £24.95

17 Bit Phase 4 £ 14.95

Hottest 5

Demomania

GFX Sensations £ 14.95

£999 {195 9% £




EUESTIONS QUESTIONS

_ 1 have an A600 with 2Mb of Chip
/\ RAM and Workbench 2.05, and have
/" afew questions.
) Inmy PC slot (we cannot be
bothered saying PCMCIA anymore)
one of the pins has broken off and one is
bent Is there any way o fixng it?

‘Can | upgrade my Kikstart version t0 3.0
soitis the same as a A12007

s there any interface ke the Squirel that
will work with the parallel port because |
aheady have a couple of things which | keep
switching over?

Are there any accelerators which will
work with my A600 or do | have to buy a
A1200t0 get one?

Would I be better off if | bought a CD32
and connected it to my AG0D, or to buy a
CD dive for it | have considered the CD32
because you can add a FMV card to it

f you had the option of getting a second
hand CD32 now and a Zip drive for
Christmas, or saving your money until
Chiistmas and then getting a A1200, which
would you choose?

Also, what is the best and what is the
cheapest way of connecting a CD32 to an
Amiga? Is there a program which can trick
my AG00 into thinking its got an AGA
chipset while actually accessing the AGA
chips from a D32 which is connected?

In what format are PhotoCD pictures and
which, if any, art packages can you load
theminto?

Which port in the Amiga will the new Zip
dive plug into, and does the Zip drive act as
a disk drve or a hard dive? Wil it be able to
un hard drive nstallable games?

What is the cheapest 3D package | can
get. | already have Expert 3D Junior but
don't think this s very good. Also, are there
any PD disks which have any models that
can be loaded ino Expert 3D Junior?

When | create an AmigaGuide | cannot

et my text to word wiap - how can | solve
this problem?
J Chapman, Cambridgeshire

|/ Hang on aren't you our pro-
- duction editor? No serously,
P, 1 will answer you're ques-
* tions i the order they came.

computing
a

Not really, it would
be pretty tricky to just

. When we

needed one of ours repairing, Wang just
replaced the mother board.
No you cannot upgrade
can to 3.1 which is slight
the A1200°s version.
currently the offical suppliers.
There is an Australian product that
the

s not avail-
able in this country - perhaps it will
appear i the future.

An 020 accelerator is going to be
released for the AG00 by Gasteiner. This.
will be an 25MHz 020, but if you want to
go faster than this you wil have to buy an
Al

200,
As for your CD32 questions, the only
way to use the CD32 with another com-
puter is to connect it via the parallel port,
using some ike Connector. This s
always going to be slower than a dedica-
ted SCSI CD drive. Using this set there is
10 way you can get the AG00 to use the
AGA chipset, and if you could your pro-
grams would run horibly slowy.

1f you are looking to upgrade your 05
and get an accelerator, you really should
consider upgrading to an A1200. The new
Software pack has a ton of high quality
software with it

Doing this you get the OS upgrade, an
accelerator, and the AGA chipset in one
package. You also have a much greater

inge of options when it comes to future
upgrade options. If you want a SCS! inter-
face you can get a Squirrel or plump
for one of the accelerators with a SCSI

[Hevious pEVICES

Another bunch of worried
cases get their Amiga-relate
problems ironed out by |
Aunty ACAS

interface option. Surprisingly, PhotoC:
are in PhotoCD format. Basically, the m:

should allow you to save off an IFF im:
There s also a datatype available, but oy
for Workbench 3 users and up.

“The Zip drive is a SCSI device, 5o you wil
need to get a SCSI interface, and the cor
rect leads, before you could use i
Basically, the Zip drive is a removable hard
drive and the way AmigaDOS works, disk
drives and hard drives are both the same
things, apart from the interfaces they use
S0 yes, you can run hard drive installablg
games from a Zip drive.

Well Imagine 2 and Real 3D v1 have
both turned up on a certain magazine’
cover disk that we sometimes pain ou
selves with reading. If you missed ther
You should be kicking yourself. Cinema 43
i a very nice package for €199, but yos
really will need to think about an accelers
tor, whatever package you want to use.

Putting the keyword GWORDWRAP nes
the beginning of your AmigaGuide cu
ningly cures your problem, but that onl
works under Workbench 3. Is that it, o
more questions?

1 am having great difficulty in making my  allthe connections, but everything seems fie.
) A4000/ECO30 recognise and mount an intemal Reg Bartle, Hul

Toshiba XM-53018 CD-ROM drive | have just
e U

) insalled. The D ofthe CD has been se 02 0 . cor

avoid any conflctwith the IDE drive which seems to from one tiny litle detail. The VP board

be set-up as zero. /{ ., does not use the scsidevice. When you -
“The SCS1 interface | am using is the GVP A4008 SCSI used the installer with AmiCDRom there

card and. 1 have used the AmiCDRom program to setup all  should have been an option to use the gvpscsi.device.

the necessary system files and auto mount the CO-ROM a5~ This s the correct device to use.

DO, and the CD isterminated. You can either alter the current CDO: DOS drive, or
"On booting the system, the CD's busy ght flashes six  relnstallthe AmiCDRom software. Another useful piece

imes and then the CO-ROM handler produces an eror say-  of software is SCSI mounter. This lets you view what

ing ‘Cannot apen scsidesice unit 2. On aboring the rest ~ SCSI devices are attached to a specified device driver,

ofthe system loads in fne. | have checked the board and and wil elp you clear up any simila fuure problems.

1 curtently looking to upgrade m
system and would fike to know a |
/" tle more about big box Amigad
~J \deally, | would like an A4000, bd
even to buy a standard one is out of m§
price range. However, a second-hand A1508
A2000, A3000 may be possible.
What | would fike to know is that whef
using A3000 AGA, is necessary if you use
RTG card such as the Cybenvision6 or th
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[Morks oF ART

Where can | get CGM clipart from? | have Wordworth 3.15E and am fed up with

) the poor, jagged print quality of bitmap graphics in my documents. | am aware

/ that Digita sell CGM clipart bt feel this s expensive compared to the amounts of

data that can be stored on a CD. Do you know any CDs that have CGM clipart on

= them? | also have lots of EPS clipart, but as Wordworth 3.1SE doesn't support it is
there any way to convert them all?

‘Secondly, where can | get a colour VGA monitor from, and how much will it cost? | cur-

rently use a colour television but am fed up with the poor picture quality especially when

Do you have a prob-
lem? Do you some-
times find yourself
poised over your

Amiga with axe in
hand, spouting pro-

fanity at the stubborn rehlxv/ of your software or hard-
ware to behave prope
Aicoks do e swap the axe for pen and paper,

doing DTP work.

Gareth Moyle

four only option

off getting one of the
mankor which il work proper.

Picasso Il, and now the Blizzard 2060 is
‘wailable what, i any, are the advantages of
@wning an A40007

e main idea s that as funds become
wailable, 1 will be able to improve my sys-
#em. | do not play games much but would
Bke to be able to do some good quaity
raphics works and ray tracing, along with a
e other minor things.

I oo reuding that an #1200
Sower will have the Zorro Il slots needed to
s RTG cards. I so, i this another option |
could consider, or have | got the wrong end
ofthe stick?

Colin Reeve, Lincoln

print out in colour?

4 When run, there seems to be a large difference in what the newer
version actually does. What are the enhancements and would | notice?
1 have a Star LC-10 printer and would ike to know how to get MultView to

I Perhaps o sl i threfor Digha - put o you clipat onto CD.
+ 1" EM.Computergraphic are about to release their Phase
=4 song wiha
4 :( L As far as | know, there is no program that will convert EPS to CGM,

would be to convert the EPS to a bitmap, but this really
misses the pnml O having the £ s i he st lce,

fou could buy a VGA monitor from any Amiga or PC shop - just make sure it accepts
the Amiga DbIPAL scan ules lnd You get the correct leads. You would really be best

rs because you are assured

It is important when consid-
eving such an upgrade that
You now exactly what you
will want your new system to
be capable of. The A3000 is not AGA, but
the advantage in not owning an
AGA machine is that you will not be able
to play AGA games, or use programs that
make direct use of the AGA chipset - the
programs being DPaint and

L/

Scala.

ou are considering using the
Cybervision 64 you will need to buy
a machine with Zorro 11l slot, which
would restrict you to an A3000 or A4000,

[luestions quEesTions I

1 have a standard A4000/EC 030, and while my system has one version
of Setpatch and the colourwheel gadget, | have come across others. My

/' version of Setpatch is 39.6 while the other version | have come across is
4016,

., IDG Media, Media House, Adlington Park,
Macclesfield SK10 4NP. Alternatively, e-mail us at
ACAS@acomp.demon.co.uk

but if you are planning to buy a 060 accel-
erator such as the Cyberstorm, a plain
A3000 is not big enough - only an A3000
tower will it the bill, and these are very

rare.

A2000, along with a Blizzard 2060
retty awe-

would also be very handy, allowing you to
have the full 2Mb of chip memory. The
S aos sadd W oeler it
would be Zorro 11l slots and the

If you can live without these then a
A2000 would be just as good an option.
The A1200 tower only comes with Zorro Il
slots, but will give you a similar set-up to
having an A2000. However, you automati-
cally have an IDE interface on the A1200
mother board, the AGA chipset and, of
course Workbench 3, 5o it is an option you
may want to consider.

some vital bug. Also, if you have an AGA machine, one function performed is
o kick in the extra features of the AGA chip set.

How do you print i colour? Well f selecting Colour in the PrinterGx
preferences does not do the trick, | cannot really help much more.

The main reason that a SVGA

not be specificaly produced for the

miga is that the company would pmbably (o bust. The Picasso is the clos-
est thing you will get to a cheap SVGA
that PC card o & mach mach whder disoution snd here

n the Amiga. The plain fa

Why doesn't someone develop a cheap graphics board to gives the SVGA
capabilites you get on the PC. All | want s a stable resolution that is the same
for everything - games, requesters and applications. The A3000 had something
fke this,did it not!

Will the AGA machines be upgradable in all areas such as audio and video in
future specifications, short of changing the motherboard, and might it be a
cheaper option?

jho decides upon the ttles that appear in your journal and where do they get
their inspiration from

Tom Haslam, Leicester

l\/ The 39.6 version of Setpatch is the original one you get with
Workbench 3. This new 40.16 version comes with 3.1, but was
/ also distributed along with the Commodore developer disks. As
“far as | know, Setpatch is freely distributable, and as ynu state,

‘even if you use the patch you probably will not notice the differ
Generally, you should use a newer version of any file, but nu; dues not
necessarily mean you will see any difference, The main use of Setpatch is to
correct bugs or mistakes in the operating system, so it can potentially correct

competition which has driven the price so low. You should also remember
that you normally get software S

Currently is seems that Amiga logies will be fairly busy developing
a new RISC based Amiga. This iy Poringthe Oporatng Sotom 46
run on the new processo.

If a new chipset is developed | doubt there will be an upgrade path for

A1200 owners. On the A4000 front it maybe possible for a card to be made
but it would mean Amiga Technologies would have to use some of thei
{esources devioping 2 upgrade card,and thoserusomces woukd be betir
spent on any new.

s for the A3000, = mdm e bl 3 stndar, ot o grophics
card. It would have been very with one, as you could
e tandard PAL/NTSC movdes In Hies laced without the o noying flicker.
Commedors hemwense silisbipad This by smploying the scan
doubled software solution which gives us the very slow DbIPAL screen modes.

Normally the writer of the a spired by copious amounts of alco-
ol while down the pub. This helps them think up a hilarious headline which
is then savagely and mercilessly chopped and changed by our lovely
production editor.
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SOFTWARE

Amiga Harvdware & Software Suppliers

A collection of 10 CD-Rom titles from the USA with the greatest collection of software ever
compiled on the Amiga range of computers. Each CD-Rom contains over 1.2 gigabyte of
the following:

Art, Business, Comms, Games, Virus Killers, Clipart, Pictures, DTP & General Utilities.

A must for any CD-Rom drive owner!!
All files are in a compressed format with decompression software included. A vast
majority of the software can be installed onto a hard drive or loaded from floppy disk.

Discounts are available on 2 CD-Roms or more.

SPECIAL OFFER TO ALL READERS
Buy any 2 CD-Roms for only £80.00 and choose a
further CD-Rom for only £20.00 (one order per customer only

97T M £1i 0am o Bn
'3 Mon-Fri 9am to dpr




Each of the following titles is open to offer. Please phone us with the best price available.
The best offers from customers will secure your software title.

Ad Pro Final Writer V3 Pagestream V3.0 Super Jam
Brilliance 2 Image FX V3 Personal Paint V6.1 Media Point
Deluxe Paint 4.6 AGA Imagine 3.1 Pixel 3D Pro Protext V6
Deluxe Paint 5.0 Light wave 3.1 Pro Print Vista Pro V3.05
Final Copy 2 V2 Pelican Press Pro Scala MM400 Wordsworth V3.A

Only £9.99 per title or 2 titles for only £17.99

Aladdin Fields of Glory Megaball 3 Soccer Superstars
8loodnet James Pond 3 Out to Lunch Subwar 2050
Subble n Squeek Jungle Strike PGA Tournament Golf Super Stardust

. Bumtime Kick Off 3 Pinball Ilusions The Clue

) Champ Rally King Pin Premier Manager 3 Theme Park
Deluxe Galaga Klondike 3 Road Kill Top Gear 2
Detroit Lion King Shadow Fighter UFO
Dream Web Lords of Realm Skeleton Crew

13

f Only £9.99 per title or 2 titles for only £17.99
Akira Championship Manager 2  Lords of Realm Theme Park
Alien Breed Tower Assault  Crystal Dragon Morfal Combat 2 Top Gear 2
Alien Target Cyber Games Mr Blobby Touring Car Challenge
All Terrain Racing Dawn Patrol Over Lord Tubular Worlds
Arcade Pool Death Mask Power Drive UFO
Sandit Mania FIFA Soccer Premier Manager 3 Universe
Base Jumpers Gunship 2000 Reunion Vital Light
Benefactor Heimdall 2 Robinson’s Requiem Whizz
Bloodnet Ishar 3 Ruff '’ Tumble Wild Cup Soccer
Bubblegun Jungle Strike Sensible World of Soccer  X-It
Burntime K240 Shadow Fighter Zee Wolf
Cannon Fodder 2 Kick Off 3 Euro Challenge  Soccer Superstars
Centre Court Tennis 2 Lord of Infinity T-Racer

Ve are so confident that you will enjoy these CD-Roms that we will refund your money to you in full if you are not satisfied in any way with
your purchase. We have sold over 350 of these titles to date with full customer satisfaction guarantee. What more can we say?

heques or postal orders payable to Force Softwar 1d your order with name and addvess included to:
Force Software, 1 Chisholm Place, Grangemouth, Stirlingshire, Scotland

To receive our latest CD-Rom & disk catalogue please fill in details below and send to the above address

with the latest PC CD-Rom ilable on request

Please add £4 P&P for CD-Rom software & £2 for S g e I n 1st class recorded delivery.
All prices include VAT. All offers are subject to availability. P/e:ce a/ruw up to 10 day for cheque (/Edfﬂﬂ(?
All orders will d when appropriate funds have cleared, b 0 leli

Wanted, overstocks and discontinued lines of Amiga CD-Rom and disk
software, PC CD-Rom software. Will purchase upto 1000 titles, please send list to the above address.




o
prettir moans, orbitng Saturn
ehed (and theic mision details), incuding 1o peer at. If that isn't enough, you can cal
it oe o urch 1997005, mé Gt sop oo Sekn 5 s
explore Jupte meinto orbit
B e chapters on the In addiion, Digital Universe has user-defin-
biites of the existence of able latitude and fongitude set-
vial ffe and phan- tings. These are essential to
that any astronomy package,

mers  have but Digital Universe

tion caused by the
atmosphere distorting
the true location of the
objects you are looking at.

Digital Universe can also correctly
deal with precession
and nutation, which
both deal with the slight
wobble thatal planetary bodies are subjected
10 by the gravitational pull of other objects;
proper motion, which deal with the fact that
the constelations we can see change over
time due to the fact that they are changing

ea-
i O L think thot Digtel Univrs should hove
i sticking his tongu out

entire spread for this review detailing the

1fyou are worred about not having enough
1 look at, fear not, Digial Universe contains,
5 standard,the Yole Bight Star catalogue, the
Smithsonian Astiophysical Obsenvtory cata-
Jogue, Messier's deep sky objects, the NGC
120000 catelogue and databases for cometary
b, asteroid orbits, and earth orbiting satel-

tes. Now that gives you a totl yeld of well

) Triton - the most
ver a quarter of a millon skybound objects

solar

o ey
System, there isnt even o MacDonalds

[BoLour LimiTaTION

One aspect that is a bit of a let down is the quality of the images that come with Digital
Universe. Rather than the supplied 16 colour or HAM fls, itwould be much nicer to have 24-
bit pictures saved in Jpeg or PNG forma, which would then be degraded by Mulivew's

 rather than air-
ing for the lowest common denominator. This would bump the install set even further, of
course, but f you are willing 10 install 17Mb of files, Im sure you wouldn't mind installing
25,

D? Then y
e limited by a floppy disrbution, and this sftware is so good I sure anyone with even the
a in order to use it
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their relative positions to one anather because
they are all moving; and aberration, a cortec-
tion applied due to the difierence the
of the earth's motion through space and

the lightreaching us from space.
Digital Universe isn't yet perfect, no matter
how glowing a review | have giver it s far. It
would be great to have offplanet views like

front, the only time | could get Digital Universe.
o crash was when it was running on a Picasso
screen, which doesn't bode well as Digital
Universe is the sort of program that would
real shine gien  higher rsotion sceen
and more coloursto ply with. &

[doncLusion

Digital Universe is a nova i the heavens.
Its by far the most professional piece of
software | have seen for a long time and
for a first version it s incredibly complete.

but with more and more peaple having an
accelerator these days, it shouldn't pose
100 much of  problem.

1 would love to see future revisions of

probably be cheaper too), which would
open up the way for more, better quality
images and even animations. Finally,
‘would say that Digital Universe s probably
the biggest bang you are likely to find,
especially for your buck.

quumsmzms

e
Supplir Syaygy Research &

Technology Ld.
Price: £8995 ind pip

Optional encyclopaedia £47.95 incl ptp.
(CAN $149.95 Optional encydopaedia 569.95
US $129.95 Optional encyclopaedia $6
email sales@syzcom

| Ease of use

| implementation
| Value For Money
Overall




mbablv since the dawn of
‘mani

points of light hanging there in the
Fackness: Creek philosophers e Arstote
waed lyrical about the éther, and the gener-
ally held belief was that the earth was the cen-
0 of e s et vy other body
revolved around it in the heavens. By 1348C,
Hipparchus had managed to catalogue some
850 stars and in AD150, Ptolemy created a 13
volume epic called Mathematike Syntaxis
which expanded on Hipparchus' work and
was to be the foundation of al astonomy for
the next 1400 years

Then, in 1543, Copenicus dared to ques-
tion the established belief that the sun and all
the other planets and stars revolved around
the earth. Unfortunately,his premise relied on
the paralax effect we know so well from com-
puter games, which could not be easily
observed with the instruments of the time. But
in 1608 a Dutchman named Hans Lippershey
invented a tool called the telescope and
astronomy really exploded.

Gallileo is probably the most famous
astronomer for trying to confirm the
Copernican theory of heliocentricity (object
revoling around the sun rather than geocen-
tricky, where obiects are revolving around the
carth). But he was forced to renounce his the-
ories by the Inquisition and placed under
house arest unti he died n 1642

SPACE RACE

The progress of astronomy has been rapid
ever since, with names ke Kepler, Newton,
Herschel, Eintein and Hawking, and the dis-
covery of Uranus, Neptune and Pluto, quasars
and black holes. The Hubble Space Telescope,
with its inherent advantage of being unen-
cumbered by gravity and the earths atmos-
phere, is already bringing us pictures of
unequalled clarity and data from the futhest
reaches of space. Ten years ago, if you wanted
1o image data from space you had to book
extremely expensive time on a mainframe
Now there is Digital Universe for
your Amiga.

m not going to say that Digital Universe is
fike no other package on the Amiga because
nts among you will point out the fact
that Distant Suns is also an astronomy pack-
age. However, the depth of detai in Digital
Universe far outstips that in Distant Suns as |

shall endeavour to explain.
For a start, | believe that Distant Suns
comes on a grand total of five disks, a figure
somewhat swamped by Digital Universe’s

JARGON

oot

whn Uy ol
Campusene e hod o
v orusng
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enmek, andmy e s
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ofwor oo G 50

oron e Amiga s Coans
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anpe

hch A0 (srnomedlunt the
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fourteen (yes, you do need a hard drive). This
S R T
ecided t mapthe planets and moors in

d

Ben Vost
boldly goes:
where no
man has

gone befor

encydopaedia alone would be worth the pi
charged for Digital Universe, 5o it's an a
bonus to get such a gnod looking planetari

tothe best of i
the ivallahle da\a This means that mhev than
ook ic bitmap when you zoominto

Jupiter, ywu are actually looking at the mapped
surface of the planet isel (yes, | know that it
isn't the suface you see through a telescoy
but clouds, but you get the wdea el
should have chosen Mars?) otate
in time. You can actually watch Veﬂus s
interminable day take place (equivalent to 243
earth days and actually longer than its year
225 earth days), at an accelerated pace of
course!

Al these bitmaps for the planets’ surfaces
are one thing, but another expense in terms of
hard drive space is the on-fine encycopaedia
which gives details about pretty much
anything you could wish to know. This

ke me, you oo i g0 for reads
vast amouns of text off the screen, you
always stump up the extra $55-0dd you ha
o pay for it What you getfor that money
ring-bound, 700-page volume delineating
that i in the AmigaCuide online encyclops
dia, but presented in a manner that wod
allow you to browse it on the trin.

SECTION GUIDES

The encyclopaedia is spiit into several mé
sections detailig the history of astronorys
far, general principles, laws and guidelig
used by astronomers today,

ind moon in our solar syte
all the spacecraft that have thus far be
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ProVector®3

Face it with s reputatin for performance and rliabilty, there never really wasany choice, but ProVector 2

e ieawing o the Amiga’. Now the choice s even clearer! Prolictor 3 features pew object
r.-lfecls suth ash\end\“g, war] i rers Eclwc, enhance text ‘uppoﬂ, Lig hl " support,
eI e T sakes ful advaniage afthe AGA™ chp Lt and plu5 Together
With original features e ompetnn i ) Such st uiple | Und(», ayers, an
“Relabiity; plus supp has PSImpor in; PostScript )
S StylasTracer'® (for Auto-tracing), e e o

From design to color separations, this ad was produced
entirely with Provector 3. Copyright © 195 by Stylus, Inc.

lus, Inc.
ox 1671

Fort Collins, CO, USA, 80522
(3031847321
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he one thing that puts your
b bem il o

every five minutes. With all this power at

‘hand, it s surprising, though, that many

and old Amiga owners sil don't flly

es and user-friendiiness of their machine's
front-end

What thi aricle will do is explain the

en you first load Workbench it looks rather dull.
teal powerhouse behind Workbench is
s flexibiliy of design, allowing you to change its
ppearance to suit your personal requirements.

ou can change the look o cons and indeed the

However, the

program you want the icon for in
save requester, and clicking Okay. Remember that

eginner'sE
gmdew,

these techniques should eventually
become second nature, and | guarantee
you will find working with Amiga
Workbench quicker, more flexible and,
more importantly, fun. The different sub-
jects have been provided in such a way as
10 provide you with a quick reference to
particular topics without having to wade
thiough heaps of non-related text

there are different icons for e
must select the approy n type from the Type
menu In leonEde before you sav . A ful st and
explaation of fcan types is sailablein your
Workbench m:

The WPt pmgvam is slightly different in that it
doesn't allow you to design backdrops, only select
them. You can use your paint package again here in

Turbo-charge your way around
Workbench and Amiga DOS with
Steve White, revealing hints
and tips for true Amiga harmony

order to create a suitable image. There are two ways
you can design backdrops ~ full screen or brush. Full
screen s just that,  fullscreen backdrop, and brush is
simply a section of the screen that is grabbed as a
brush and tiled by WBPatter over your Workbench or
windows. The benefits of brush pattern tiling are obui-
ous as they don't take as much hard drive or ﬂnppy

Jand time again. Wading through drawers every time eventually becomes
nying but Workbench offers an easier way to access commonly used

il on the desktop so you need 10 put it back where it came from by
———___ dicking it once and select-
al ing Put Away from the

cons men

C 1 youre tired of wading

Kleat aAnD TIDY

Atidy Workbench is a happy Workbench and
2 happy Workbench s  happy user. Once
You start creating your drawers and copying
and deleting files, you'll realise that
Workbench can soon become cluttered,
especlly drawer contents.

fou can keep your desktop and window
neat and tidy by selecting all the icons and
then selecting Snapshot Al from the Window
menu. Snapshot fixes the icon o the posi-
tion you specify. A better way to do this s to
use keyboard short-cuts which allow you to

JANUARY
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disk space as full screen patterns.

pellmm functions without nee
the

to use

W i e e
by holding down the right Amiga A key to
the right of the Space bar and pressing the
appropriate key (keyboard short-cuts are

Hotkeys). You can find allthe
appropriate short-cuts alongside the menu
item they represent. For example, right
Amiga A and . (full stop) cleans up the con-
tents of a window, right Amiga A and A
selects all the fils in a window.




[ow vou sk 1.

When you open a drawer on Workbench, programs and further
drawers are shown by their attached icon. But not all programs
and drawers have icons and iniially, these don't show up.

1f you find yourself looking for a particular item which
doesn't appear to existselect the Show - All iles option in the
‘window menu. The result of this is that Workbench attaches
temporary icon images for any files and drawers that don't
have an icon of their own. You can then nteract with them in
the same way you can with norma icons. f you snapsho the
drawer vith the Show - Al files option selected it il stay this
way permanently, of unil you change it back to Show - Only

0 Not al ifes and drawers have icons but
thay can easily be viewed by choosing to
‘Show - All Files from the Window menu

Dcons

When you create a new drawer
Workbench automatically attaches an
icon to it ~ this is also what happens
when you format a disk. Thankfully these
icons aren't written into the Amiga's
chips and can therefore be changed to
othericons of you choice.

These icons, known as default icons,
are read by Workbench from the Sys
directory (drawer) which can be found in
the Prefs/Env-Archive. All the default
icons are preceded by def_ and end
with info (indicating an icon) ~ for exam-
ple, def_drawer.info, def_tool.info,
def_diskinfo etc

With this knowledge, you can create a
new icon as explained in the Window
Dressing section, select the correct icon
type, and then save it over the original
def_icon in Prefs/Env-Archive/Sys.

DOntuition

Not only does your Amiga have a Workbench
but also Intuition, used by Workbench to
communicate with you, the user. It consists
of windows containing different types of but-
tons, gadgets and images that allow you to
interact with Workbench comfortably and
with relative ease.

Most of your Intition experience will be
involved with clicking buttons and entering
text. A quick way to delete text in a gadget is
to use the keyboard short-cut right Amiga A
and X which wil delete all the text at once.
The only other alterriatve is to tap away at
the Delete or Backspace key unti the text is
erased,

ruE MuLTITASKING

Unlike other home computers, the Amiga has boasted true multtasking
since it was frst released many years ago. Multtasking may not appear
very useful to the beginner but as your experience increases it.so0n

becomes a powerul aly
Multitasking allows

Amiga choking and eventually crashing. You can switch betw
by clicking on the depth gadget at the top-ight comer of each screen, but
a far simpler and quicker way s to use the keyboard short-cut right Amiga
A-and M. This switches between program screens without you having to
use the mouse.

U The Amiga's intuition
y s far superior
1o any rival computers
and allows you to interact
with your
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You to fun several prégrams at once without your

Buer
terfac

The Shel is your interface to the Am
DOS (Disk Operating System) and:
ocated in the System drawer. I you &
‘exploring Amiga DOS you may be int
ested to know that you don't have
Toad Shell up every time you want
enter 2 DOS command.

1fyou look in the Workbench menu
Your desktop you will notice an opi
entitied Execute Command. By select
this, Workbench provides you with-
Intuition window i which you can y
any DOS commands just a5 you would
the Shell. Execute Command i so use
that | rarely use the Shell anymore.

Qunning

You will notice a drawer on your
Workbench disk called WBStartup. This
drawer is used to automaticaly oad pro-
grams every time Workbench boots
(loads).

Therefor, if you want o run a partcular
program of your choice when Workbench
Toads, simply drag it into the WEStartup
drawer using the mouse. In order to load
successfully, the program you drag into
WBStartup must have an icon attached.

[dse Your ToOL

n ise ToolTypes. f you
program's icon and then select Information... rom the Icons menu you will see
ToolType definitions below the icon image.

“These ToolTypes are used by the program and also by Intuition to control how the
gram works. I you have copied a program to the WBStartup you may have noticed
when Workbench loads, a equester appears stating tha the program 77 has ot quit ye

To stop this in future you need to add the DONOTWAIT ToolType to the, programs ic
Repeat the process mentioned for the Pointer icon above, cick the New button to ad
new ToolType, and then type in DONOTWAIT. Press return and then click on the Save but
o store the new ToolType. When you reboot again the program wilload without a hitch




W ERAB .. Rapid Frame szz
€aoloing on your Amiga.

The revolutionary S-VHS ProGrab™ 24RT Plus with Teletext is not only the best wa
to get crisp colour video images into your Amiga, from either live broadcasts o
taped recordings, it also costs less than any of its rivals. This real time PAL/
SECAW/NTSC* 24-Bit colour frame grabber/digitiser has slashed the price of
image grabbing on the Amiga and, at the same time, fias received rave review
forits ease of use and excellent quality results. ProGrab™ has earned honours
from just about every Amiga magazine and Video magazines too!
And... with ProGrab™ you neednt be an expert in Amiga Video Technology,
a simple 3 stage operation ensures the right results - Real Time, after time

) really does make
¥ = it that Simplel

e rogram. g 10U tt

...:.'m':;iﬂi‘;i::.?“ﬂif}?i‘ﬂ:ﬁl“;; For just £129.95...

 SUPPORT FOR VITUAL MENORY « ProGrab™ 24RT Pus Dightiser oy st

; Lo o k268 S
; - it e e Saites .
4 +soomows e s PCMCIA Interface for A1200 and A600 - Only £34.95 e E
el . b -
‘with previous ProGrab software. = i
e : X
] PG o ry i vt K 208 e e of 5, o AL, [AMIGS
’ ettt il ol oo 22
| =
T
e
Gouty Comir Toscode
Dayime Phonc Sreng o o8,
N — ProGrab Pl @ 512995 inc. pip & e Customers
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600 owners must be feeling @
) litle fed up when it comes to

expanding their machine.
Having been left n the accelera-
for back waters for a good few years now,
You must be thinking it is about time your
A0 got a good old speed injection. Well
finally there is an option available - the
Apollo 620.

Tens years on, the AG00 is stil running
as fast, or should that read s slow, as the
original A1000. It amazes me the number
of Amiga owners that complain about pro-
grams that will not run on their machines,
which then turn out to be eight-year old
'A500s with 1Mb of memory. f a PC got up
and moaned about how their 8086 with
640k could not run Windows 95, they
would simply just get laughed at.

The unfortunate side of this is that soft
ware companies will still write their soft-
ware to conform to this minimum stan-
dard. A larger proportion of games have
only recently become hard drive
insatiable, and most of the
recent Doom-type games
only cater for a minimum

and

in my bonnet there |
think. Alright, s
there are lots of very
g00d reasons to upgrade.
Your machine, and at the
end of the day it is you that
will benefit. The Apollo is a
sightly over-clocked 020 processor
running at 25MHz. An’ over-clocked
processor is one that is being run at @
higher clock rating than it is supposed to,
In theory this reduces the life expectancy of
the processor because of the extra heat
generated, but as the Apollo is only run-
ning at an extra SMHZ | cannot see this
being any problem.

Afloating point unit s included as standard
with the board, so there is no necessary
extra expense, and the board pulls a rea-
sonable 0.7 MFlops. Therefore, any A600
user that has ever wanted to dabble with
raytracing will have a much happier time,
rather than continuing to struggle with
their old 68000, sweating cobs trying to
pulloff al those complex instructons.

As with every Amiga accelerator, the
Apollo is pretty much useless unless you
add FastRAM to it Actually adding FastRAM
allows the Apollo to run over * times
faster than it other wise wouls

You should really consider going for a
4Mb, SIMM if you want to run things like
Wordworth or Final Writer, and anyone
wanting to do raytracing should go for the

8Mb option, which is the maximum
amount the Apollo can handle. Fitting an
Mb SIMM will, however, disable your PC
siot, 5o any squirrel users will have to stick
with a M SIMM.

Fitting the board is a it trcky. Caused
by the fact that the A60O never came with
any processor upgrade route, the only
option available is a board that plugs onto
the 68000 chip in the AGOO.

This requires you to open up your AG0O
and remove the protective shield. If you
have an interal hard drive fitted this has
to be removed and will sit on top of
the accelerator board. There is a plastic
cover and some Velcro to assure that no
electrical shorting occurs
Once you have ripped the innards out of
the AG00 you can then it the board. As the
000 in the AG00
are surfaced

) Sysinto demonstrating nicely the
difference that FastRAM can have

ASY OPTIONS

Overall the Apollo would make a good altemative to an A1200, and is
half the price, though you would need to add on the cost of a SIMM and
you are stil stuck with the old chipset’s display range. At the end of the
day if you want o accelerate your A600 the Apollo is your only option,
and it does provide a good tum of speed. For any A60O owners, this

‘board would be a revelation
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mounted, a plastic connector on the bo
is ‘glued’ into place onto the A600!
processor via a sticky pad ipside the co
nector. This means the Apollo cannot b

much after the board has been fixed

place.

“The Apollo fines up quite nicely in t
speed stakes, coming in just under eig
times as fast as an AG00, and i virtually

et e petamo

| s

| et graphics memory, the accelerator has
stonlos st 52 much smaller effect on graphic operatio
cecer nrodsed 1 the md compared to numerical only operatior

| b

This s bome out if

the graphical benchmark tests in AIBB,
Apollo only usually producing a doubling
speed over a conventional A600.

An actual upgrade for the
A600. Neil Mohr checks if
it's worth shelling out for

€1 Due to the lack of 32bit graphics
memory the A600's graphic functions
benefi itie from the Apollo

@@fz‘%;@m

4/8Mb
S
T DETA!
Apollo 62
Gastein

0181-345 600

Ease of use 0¢
Implementation

Value For Money 0
Overall




ISIT OUR NEW WEB SITE
‘www.flevel.co.uk for latest prices & bargains
W THIS MONTH
boks - Connect your Amiga
uide to the internet, Lans & BBS & online Services

§ Dale L.Larsen - This is by an ex C= member of the Amiga.
etworking Group. Well written comprehensive, this is a must
pages £11.9;

Okmg&.; Card

$k then your drive will most likely be invalid. F:Hﬂy safe. Dealers can supply AFS as standard.
et protected now with AFS. ' AFS protects your hard drive from invalidation. Choos
our HARD DRIVES are shipped with AFS dealer who can supply your new A1200 & A4000 with AFS &
LOW Prices | standard. Get safety and vastly improved performance.
ne for details - SCSI, IDE all types available. REMEMBER THE MOTTO -
NO AFS!! - NO DE,

ommodore Death Bed Video £ 14.00 Inc Vat
the master -- Dave Hayme
rilliant personal video shot by Dave Haynie. Over
0 hours of recollections, stories & action by
= people. This is a video you must not miss.
' The Christmas present for every Amiga fan

1

ISKSALYV 3.5 AFS with free upgrades| ! i
0 V4AFS includes FFS bug fixes & Amiga which has been
le recovery for AFS £40.00 inc VAT | 2 g'&t“f“l"“sg ::g‘e’:’::d

enhanced version is a result of the > Rie zﬁ;miame s :m_
tombined work of FLD & Dave Haynie 2 £ g friendly package.
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See the performance Now with Undelete!! e é‘;';g:'lf::::r “m

P&P EEC £ 3.50 Other £ 6.50

BNG - £98.75
P&P EEC £ 5.50 Other £10.00
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ow that the world and his wie
all seem to have CD-ROM dri-
ves, there has been a surge of

colting information to
pmmmswnhmmmmm
slonset aaable o CO and ihiave
vl fo o s sk an D, €5
ot su thereare now quite

CD collections of nh;ecls. Sulhces Ind

scenes suitable for L users. Thiee *
ich have recentlyfallen into my
lap, 50 | now present Light-ROM 3, Replica

s Interior Design Collection and

Model Masters' Model Monger Foto Real
collection.

[Migut-ROM 3

Light-ROM 3 is a massive collection
consisting of three CDs, the first of

which is dedicated to LightWave

objects, scenes and animations, the

second is given over to objects for

other forms, while the third disc is

illed with over a thousand DEM fles,

or Digital Elevation Mops, which can-

ot be used in LightWave directly, but

could be used in Vista Pro, Scenery

Animator or Word Consruction Set

order to generate backdrops (animated or othenwise) for
LightWave.

Out of the three collecions on offer here, Light-ROM 3
is the only one that uses the public domain as a source
for the models on the discs. There s a wide variety of
models on several themes, from the ubiquitous range of
spaceships to some nice architectural models.
Unfortunately, most of these models weren't created in
LightWave, 50 have all the modelling finesse of most
Imagine models ~ triangles everywhere and o sense of
scale. Even models that are quite famous for originally
being in DXF or 3DS formats have been transated into
Imagine format before being converted finally to
LightWave.

Iniits favour, the models on Light-ROM 3 have al been
converted with Interchange which at least tries to

new CDs for LightWave users

replicate an object’s surface col-
oration when transating from one
format o another. Unfortunately this
il doesn't make up for the fact th
You are going to need to spend a
good dealof time editing the objects
to make them as eficint as possible
for (geter e cimtig .
polygons into mut-sided ones,

na\mg the objet comrct, and

e light?

Ben Vost takes a look at three

the Tomahawk object archive, then this CD bundle is
splendid value for money, all the more so if you actually
have one ofthe aforementioned fractal landscape genera-
tors as el mentation accompanying the pack-
age has a useful st of resources you might wish to look
further at, such as detals for various magazines devoted
to 30 modelling and rendering like 3D Artist and
LightWave Pro.

LightROM 3 does come with thumbnail m:.‘.@ of
allthe objects on the CDs, 50 you don't have to muddie
through looking for an object to suit your requirements.
There are also over SOMbs of DEM files that have been
ranslated into 30 objectformats to save you the trouble,
and a variety of shareware programs to help with 3D
generally

For some reason, although the PC programs are all
unpacked, the Amiga ones are all still archived which
necessitates using LHa. On the second disc there are also
820 Jpeg'd textures which have either been algorithmical-
Iy generated o frame grabbed from live video. Some are
very good but very few are repeatable, limiting their
usefulness in most situations.

You just can't complan about the cost of Light-ROM 3. If
You don't have access to the Intemet and, in particula,
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PRODUCT DETAILS

Product Light-ROM 3
Supplier Bitersoft
Price

Tel 01908 261446

SCORES

Ease of use 0%
implementation 5%
Value For Money 90%
Overal 8%




uNTERIOR DESIGN COLLECTION

This CD has a sticker on it saying it is:
aWindows version, but asfar as | am
aware, there i no speciic Amiga ver-
sion. This s the root cause of all of
this CD's problems. Because it was
compiled with PC users in mind, the
filenames are all 8.3 and when you
“load from scene’ the pathnames
that come up (because LW cant find
an object or image) are all in the
‘Can't find D:\objects\stuff\
objectfwo' format. Not very user-
riendly and not acceptable in
Unfortunately, the problems with this CD don't stop
there. Unlike Light-ROM 3 the objects have all been
gk, s ol and e r o iy
surfaced with goodHlooking wood and nice e o -
faces. However,they are very simple forthe most
nothing that any e e s
couldnt achieve
o ks mmbm the objects arent
supposed o be vitual Chippendales, but simple things
like rounding off comers, wile adding to the polygon
count, does make object look much ricer
The best objects in the collcton are the four types of

[[JopEL mONGER
INTERIORS 1,

FOoTOREAL i

houses, although they are allfiry
simple detached homes, and the
interior fstures fike the starcases,
skining basids and ireplces
(mainly becat

i b 5 e e
interior scenes are rendered)

The fumiture itself is completely

€D to anyone but the most intent LightWave user who
needs to be able to ustle up architectral walk-throughs
in the least amount of time possible, and who isn't
concerned overly with the quality of the objects he is
using

work that has gone into it seems
minima, although there is a nice
types of objects,
such as five different sorts of desks. However, when it
comes to choosing which of the five you are going to
want to use for your scene, that has o be done by trial
and error because there are no preview images for each
individual object. Thi s not helped by the ayptic naming
e S S R RN Collecton by
S aforementioned 8.3 naming standard.
‘Considering that tis CD \SnnlyibomhiNMI I think it
would have been more professional if Replica Design had
just included separate scene files for Amiga users that
diretly accessed the CD-ROM, and also indiidual pre-

line

PRODUCT DETAILS

Product _ Interior Design Collection
Supplier Replica Technologies
Price

Tel 001 716 337 3887

SCORES

Ease of use 35%
Implementation _ 5%
Value For Money 30%
Overall 2%

view images in
curtent Jpegs. Allinal, | don't think |

J
argon

PC compate machves fveabveys ool en  coe o g s

| s o ). s sy horge et e ot Wi 35w

Phew, what a longwinded name. The Model Monger CD comes in two versions, the FotoReal -

where every object is absolutely smothered in pol

ns - and the

LowReZ version — useful to

act as stand-ins for your models unti you need to do a full-on, high resolutin final render. The
number of polygons in the FotoReal versions of the objects on this CD lea\ly is quite
phenomenal. Can you imagine a bed and mattress containing over 10,000 polygon:

Part of the reason for this is again the fact that these models haven't been s
LightiWave in mind, 50 the models on this CD are made from triangles again. And because there
is o standard for the scale of objects in different formats, you wil find a 60 metre wide sofa
and a pait of scissors alle than a jumbo et

Now this CD hasn't been prepared with
LightiWave in mind exclusively, 50 you can forg
these excesses of scale, but these obiects are on
a professional quality CD 50 maybe these factors
should have been addressed. Afer all just what
is the point of supplying LightWave-specifc ver-
sions of the obiects when any sensible 30 mod-
eller already has an object converter to convert

Product  Model Monger Interors |

the no doubt identical models from the 3DS ver- | Supplier _ Antigravity TV Products
sions incuded on the disc into LightWave format | price 512995
imself - unlss those objects have truly been | i 1614025770

converted, including reducing the polygons and
adjusting the sca
This object database is again an Interchange

SCORES

production with the converted objects needing a | Easeofuse 5%
lot of work to make them usable in LightWave, so | Implementation as%
yet again my search for a usable model database | Value For Money 5%
has been thwarted Svenl
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ightWave is the lack of
scanned from the leafiot

‘accompanying the Model ks e oy geoogeal ond comgrphe o

Monger

e o s ) can ke s e vk o s e e

e fomet i hich s e s i C 30 ey g 30

[JverALL

Overall the qualty of the objects on the
two professional CDs in't n doubt and the
vast majorty of the objects on the Light-
ROM 3 e also quite impressiv, but none:
of these CDs really address the needs of
the LightWave user. Replica Technologies
CD s the only one to provide dedicated
LightWave objects in the corect scale and
with proper surfacing, but it falls down in
the value-for-money stakes, its
tion on the Windows market (when the
number of Amiga users of LightWave far
outnumbers the number on PC) and its
lack o picture previews of the objects.

The other two CDs both fail to have

perly converted objects and in the case
ofthe Model Monger seres this s unforgiv-
abk. especialy since any work you do to

the obiects has to be saved to your hard

dive,thus obating the advantages of hav-
ing the CD-ROM n th fist place. Oh for a
decent LightWave object database, you'd
think there would be the demand for .




sim CDFS is one of those products

lxi that hasn't been too popular (or
ST 1552 T ek, whie s
OK back then, it wasnit acually allthat good
and mostofthe other CD soltions id the job
better. However,the advent ofthe new version,
version 3, i set to everse the trend. n shor
ASmCDFS is now a splendid putchase if you
un a CD-ROM, and e possibly should be
included in Amiga Technologies’ Amiga bun-
dles in the future, if not incorporated directly
into Workbench.

So what's so good about ! For a start,
there's o fffing around to install . You worit
need to edit any mounlst or check wht SCSI
device you have. ASCDFS does all tha tech-

ical-type stuff for you. All you pot
itin the ight direction. Once you have installed
ASImCDFS you can start playing with whatever
CDs you have. Even i you haventt got any data
CD-ROMS yet, you can actually il have some
fun using ASIMCDFS with music CDs.
ASmCDFS comes with a music CD player
called AsimTunes and that's not unusual as
most CD file systems come with an audio
player, but where AsimTunes scores i in the
fact that you can edit e names of the tracks
on the CD, which then gets carried across to
Workbench. This means you can have a CD
icon on your Workbench screen called
Weight (the name of a great album by the
Henry Rollins Band) and if you double-cick on
it you will see six drawers labelled
DDA LeastSignificant, CDDA MostSigrificant,
AIFF_Stereo, AIFF_Left, AIFF._Right and MAUD.

Formars
1f you open one of these drawes you wil see
icons with the names of the tracks on the CD.
These icons are actually complete samples of
‘the tracks in whatever format the name of the
drawer they are in says. The CDDA formats are
both raw data as they're stored on CD, the
three AIFF formats are 16-bit samples in the
‘mutti-platform AIFF standard, and the MAUD
format is used by MacroSystems’ Toccata card.
is a shame that there isn't an 8-bit sample
format 5o that the CDs tracks can easily be

incorporated into Octamed or
something similr, but that would
mean having to process the infor-

it down at a lower rate a dificut

task You could use the SoundPX program we
put on last month' coverdis to convet the
AIFF samples down to standard Amiga 8-bit
samples, but you would need about 50Mb of
memory to edit a whole song! Fortunately,
Asimware have added an element to the
DiscChanger program supplied with
ASImCDFS that allows you to select a section
from a trac rather than the whole song. Even
50, two second sample in stereo AIFF format
can be as much as half a meg insize.

Our tests with SoundFX and AsimTunes
didn't prove wholly successful, however. For
some reason whatever format data we took
into SoundFX was played back at around haf-
speed. Obviously, you can just move the sam-
ple up an octave, 50 it ot too much of a
problem, but it shouldn' really be necessary.
Naming tracks can pose 2 bit of a problem
100 as ASImCDFS only allows you the stan-
dard 25 characters for a filename to name
your tracks in, a bt of a bummer when you
gt 2 CD with sy bitsy teeny weeny yelow
polka dot bikini o it (well,you might have).

still,_enough of the audio side of
ASImCDFS, something that most CD file sys-
tems come with. Onto the PhotoCD viewer,
something that most other CO file systems

OMETHING

Just 50 you have immediately got something to play with when you buy ASICDFS, the
‘publishers have kindly included the FishMarket CD-ROM containing unarchived copies of
Fish disks 260-1000. While not particularly up to date, there i guaranteed to be at least
Some software of use to you on this disc, and anyway, what are you complaining for? Its

free,isn'tit?

Until now, Amiga users who
wanted a CD-ROM drive

had to scratch around

ProocDs e specd

for utilities.
Frank Nord

examines

don' come with. ASIMICDFS takes the same
novative approach with PhotoCDs as it
does with audio ones.

Rather than having to have a separate pro-
gram to load in the pictures from a PhotoCD
(assuming you actually have a PhotoCD
loader), Asimware's soluton is to simply give
you the thumbnais for each image as icons

ondtimeconsumin process bt
honave '

a0 52 o v

9o

inthe . The same
directory stucture exists for PhotoCDs as fo
audio CDs, with the different resolution
images being stored in ditectories named fo
the resolution. ASICDFS automaically cre
ates a thumbnail icon 5o that you can see
what your images are without having to load
them into a separate program. £

CONCLUSION

ASmCDFS is a very nce piece of system soft
ware that has really been carefully though
about. There are still a couple of niggle:
with i, like the foct that although you car
rename the tracks on @ music CO througt
Workbench, you can't snapshot a CD’s ico
without using Forcelcon. But overall th
quality o this package is not in doubt

Bottom
line

PRODUCT DETAILS
AsimCDFS v3
Siren Software
0161796 5279

SCORES
Ease of use @
Implementation
Value For Money
Overall

1996
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SCANNER o HARD DRIVES & RAM FOR AMIGA
e Nobody Undersells US!!!!!

AMIGA A600/A500/A500+ EXTERNAL
RAM CARDS SCSI HDISK with
HE00ME Rl FOR Au‘:suvuv::osol:npmns
AG00 1MB Ram & Clock ~ £33.00
FOR AMIGA 1200 TO A500+ 1MB Ram £20,00 340MB £198.00
COMPUTERS WITH S8 CONTROLLER A500 1/2MB Ram £15.00 540MB
AVAILABLE NOW FOR A1200 USERS). 'A1200 RAM CARDS 850MB 22&0 oo
OKTAGON 4008 SCSI CARD PCMCIA compatible i
Tiue SCSI Il controller for your Amiga (With Clock & FPU socket) SQUIRREL  £54.00
11500 10 4000, upgradeable to 8MB using oMB £49.00 g
Zipp Ram allows you 1o connect H-Disk, 2MB £109.00 fpegst
Jiicst CO Roms etc. ? . 4MB £159.00 FOR AMIGA A0W/1200 COMPLETE WITH
ADps 2 AT PARALLEL oy oy e
PARALLI 4omB £40.00
RTTO ANY AMIGA 1500 TO IR RAMS M ENSEe 120MB £79.00
o 2 e Siows  Exe00
Pin  Pin P 850MB X
1IMB £25 ENA 16ic £PO.A
2MB £89 SN/A £69
M £109 £199 £109 3.5” HARD omvsss s
9 EN/A £239
deme A SEae Sioms eito v
32MB ENA ENA 2699 Z0MB £119 £120
EXTERNAL FLOPPY £39.95 FOR ANY AMIGA OR ACCELERATOR CARD SioMB  £139 £169
ANTICLICK *ANTLVIRUS“THRU PORT FOR ALL AMIGAS. EXTERNAL CD ROM(SCS) sioMs oe o
MONITORS G WITH FREE!I SQUIRREL INTERFACE 100MB ZIP DRIVE£199.00
Microvitek 1438 £250.00  A400 DOUBLE SPEED ~ £159. ALFA-POWER
Mirovitek 1440 £399.00 QUADSPEED  £238, o AR 0
msung 15 £319.00 IX SPEED £POA
‘o @ Samsung 17" £599.00 A%ﬁﬁso PORTABLECD  £POA o g
: Samsung 20" E£POA FPU 420MB £199.00
. Increases the performance of your machine when  810M8 £269.00
7 ACCELERATORS adding these FPU's. suitable for all Accelerator & 1 GIG Sy
WViper 68030/28Mhz OMB  £119.00 Ram cards for A1200 and Amiga 4000 Computers SVQUEST DRIVES
Viper 68030/40Mhz OMB  £189.00 28Mhz (PLCC) £24.00 Ext.
N Wiper 68030/50Mhz OMB  £199.00 33Mhz (PLCC) £39.00 88MB. :219 2269
APPOLLO 68020/28Mhz OMB £99.00 40Mhz (PLCCW e O
- M1 APPOLLO 68030/50Mhz OMB 50Mhz (PGA) £89.00 200MB }:339 mss
i WITH FREE FPU £199 WE WANT YOUR BUSINESS!!! 27?"” R sraueet
= § AMIGA A600 ACCELERATOR WE WILL MATCH OR BEAT ANY K
i+ § 88020 28MHZ UPGRADEABLE TO GENUINE QUOTED PRICE.
n

8MB RAM ONLY £209.00 IN STOCK

EZ135
SYQUEST
AVAILABLE AMIGA A1200 (BASIC UNIT) £359.00
] Nowl! AMIGA A1200 WITH |70ME HAHD DIS £469.00
. MIGA A1200 260MB HARD DI £489.00
> AMIGA A1200 W|TH 340MB HARD DISK} £539.00

260MB 2.5” HDISK
E it

AMIGA A1200 (WITH 540MB HARD DISK) ~ £559.00
L £699.00

AMIGA A1200 (WITH 850MB HARD DISK)
ORDER NOW TO AVOID DISSAPOINTMENT FOR CHRISTMAS
REFURBISHED AMIGA A4000 030/040 IN STOCK £P.0.A
I . ACCESSORIES
AVIGAASOOB00T200PSU  £3496

S
ASONTAOPPYDRVE _ £3095
s e e BRI SR o B N Pbeve S8
et
S N Rt B 2 s £1000
T 25035 HDSKCABLEKIT £1500
B EANDE PEPRSE CAL O N UoTATON Nt &2 PARALEPRNTERCABE &0
‘“;U; e Mw,wp aee AVIGAVGARDAPTOR

bt B o Ea

6 FORE STRE 2X

T,UPPER EDMONTON,LONDON,N18 A
181-345-6868 E-MaiL: gastein@dircon.co.uk



 was a.wet Thirsday.
far an Amiga in e <

o 3
S domned my trechcoat and hat, checked the batieries and tape n
= my hidden tape recorder, loaded my SLR camera with film and slung it out of sight
‘ undér my coat, then | walked out my door. | proceeded (presumably in an orderly
fashion) into Manchester.
The it s Caie £ wa o help sl (waked n and bold stated my pur-
pose: " want to buy an ve you got a i
o". him why, in a shocked tone of voice, he mﬂdy
a fishmon Alight, alright, | know it’s a crap joke and one
“*f the oldes n the bouk, butunfortunatel, | may as wel have been n th fsh-
‘mongers in Manchester for al the luck | had trying to get an Am
My first, and best, port of call was the Silica Shop in Debenhams in Manchester's

e shop or a3 , the jerky
plmed by

G\S‘ ing it back on |

ninba deyg of

snm Ilnnned u.,& e e@mmm in the
tm. Tusedievery other shop, namely

hic rts course at university.

lly output to video, and 3 *
‘of £500 and that what  really

eded and which | could expand at a
: stated that | didn't care about the

on
e mmpm«nqq the.mpchines
Mios o ey ae o 4 ftynd e ito started by offering me a 48 for

Be.yo_st went into the big wide
m;aﬂﬂ-tp see whether anyone

would sell him an Amiga
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quoe ham Tandy's:
“pasoon a910y|
nan d

around the £900 mark
(including VAT). Obviously, they al needed a
slight nudge in the right directon, s0 in each
case | mentioned the fact that one of my
friends had an Amiga and it looked quite
g00d. In Silca Shop, as soon as | mentioned
the Amiga, the sales assistant (who was
their PC bod) realised that the Amiga would
actually be quite a good choice and told me
that the graphics for Babylon 5 and seaQuest

and said that that was quite an impressive
rack record, at which point the sales assistant
said that he didn't know very much about
‘Amigas apart rom the fact tha they were very
easy to use and could be hooked directy up
10 video, etc. He suggested | wait for his col-
league, the Amiga exper, t0 feturn to get the
full gen, but he was himselffar more enthusi-
astic about the Amiga's capabiltes than his
erstwhile comrade.

PERSISTENT

My next visit was to Dixons in the Amdale
Centre. | waited to see the computer

rather than deal with someone who only

stereos and once he was free,

came over and started to sell me a PC.
Unfortunately, once more, the budget that |
had fabricated of £500 was again exceeded,
this time by about €150 in the form of a PC
that wasn't going o be able to do what |
‘wanted out of the box. | pushed in the direc-
tion of the Amiga (Dixons don't actuall sell
Amigas at the moment), but the salesman
seemed uncertain as to the avalbilty of the
machine and suggested that they were no

ger in production.

Thus discouraged, | decded to cheer myself
up by going to visit the Escom shop in John
Dalton Street in Manchester. ‘Afer al, | told
myself, ‘Petro Tyschtchenko said that Amiga
Technologies were going to place the Amiga
in Escom shops because of the high rate of
Amiga experience in the staff running the
shops. 1 wasn't lucky enough to get one of
those shops thou

1 walked around the showroom for a bit
taking in the minitowers, desktops, and full-
size towers that ltered the workbenches (no
pun intended!) around the room. The only
sign of an A1200 was a stack of three empty
e G i
nearest salesman and he suggested | by
P i cheapes PC was about €620 ind
came with practically nothing by way of
sweeteners, When | asked about 2 suitable
paint package, the Man from Escom told me |

could use Windows Paintbrush.
1 shunted the conversation towards the
Amiga in what was by now becoming a sigh-

wail. The salesman's eyes just glazed
ver when | mentioned the Amiga and he fran-
tically tried to cover up the complete lack of
knowledge that he had about the machine.
When asked if the Amiga ran Windows, the
salesman didn't think 5o, and when | asked
Him about the specifiation of the machine he
tried to look on the box, a job I could have
done (he Amiga Magic bundle makes no men-
tion of the machine's specication on the box).

He couldn't even tell me the price of an
Amiga without having to consult another
employee.  said that the PC was 100 expensive
0 start with and | just wanted a machine
‘which | could expand at a later date, to which
the man from Escom said that the Amiga was
categorically not expandible. | tumed on my
heel and walked out

1d had my fl o Manchester. | tudged back
along Market Street despairing of any of
Manchester's ciizens being persuaded to buy
an Amiga in these PC-dominated days. Maybe
my luck would be better nearer to_ ,/
home, in Stockport. -

= quote from S

-saw‘“ 5

"ONCLUSIONS

Unfortunately,things don't look too hopeful from what I've
written, but the staff in the shops weren't entirely to
blame. For a star, the Amiga doesn' appear to offer all
that much for £399 compared to what the PCs offered for
£650. It might seem like a huge jump in cash terms, but
remember when you buy a PC you are also getting a
monitor, 4hb RAM (at least) and a sizeable hard drive. s

y
you them, when seling a PC system is so much easier to
justify o potential punter
Some of the blame must also rest on Amiga
Technologies’ shoulders, particularly the fiasco in their
h people are aware of the fact that
the Amiga is back in production and by a company who
are supposed to be diffrent to bad ol’ Commodore. n the
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So into the shopping centre | went, hoping
for 2 bettr perormance. | went into Dixons
and approached the fist guy | saw in e com-
i TR

" What do you want?” I want
i1 be cheap. | ony hove about £5007 At s
point i the exd the Dixons stff
sniggered to his colleague: “He's hoping! A
‘computer for £500"

Atthis point | was tempted to just walk out,
but I persevered. | explained my situation and
gave al the cues fo them to suggest |y Tandy
0 do stock Amigas. But o, | was told that |
should come back when | had the requisite,
and by now familar, figure of €650 to spend
on a PC. As | left the shop I could hear the
salesman and hs crones laughing befind me.
My last hope was Tandy, not a name to
inspire confidence. | waked downstats to the
computer showroom where, notwithstanding
the Amiga box on display in the window, tere
were only PCs o be seen.ft was in Tandy that
suffered most a the hands ofthe PC bigots.

SOLIDARITY
Unfortunately, my cover story as a stanving art
student was spoitt somewhat by the fact thet
the guy ting to sell me a machine had just
finished a course similar to the one | described,
50 he was at pains to try and show me some
solidarity. He told me of the joys of owning a
PC and showed me a machine that was €250
over budget.

While he demonstated the amzing bene-
fits of PaintShopPro, a shareware image pro-
cessing and paint package, he told me that a
PC was the machine | needed. | told him | had
seen an Amiga at work and was quite

be congatulated though forpoining out some
of the more serious deficts of the Amiga.

He said that there wasn't much transporta-
bilty offls (yes you can wrte to a PC disk on
the Amiga, but you can' save out a document
in Word format), you might not be ableto get a
suitable printer diver (actually he sid that you
can't even gt a cabl for a printer to connect
0 an Amiga), and you can't buy what software
there is anywhere. He also advised me that |
could upgrade my PC a bt at a time a5 | could
afford it and end up with a far superior
machine than the one | bought, relatively
cheaply.

death, peaple will only go into shops asking for an Amiga
if they know about it and see its benefits. Unless Escom
are willing to put some time into promotion (it doesn't
have to mean expensive advertising campaigns) the
Amiga is still going to sink into a bottomless pit. Shops
won't carry it because they don't sell, they don't sell
because the shop staff persuade peaple to buy PCs, then
‘peaple who want to buy an Amiga can't find anywhere to
buy one from so they buy a PC to0, and so it goes on.

The solution to all the above comments is of course to
make friends with your local independent retaier. He is in
a position to be able to sell you an Amiga and support it
too, and much of the Amiga’s massive success (along with
5 e suces) s been thnks o the smal campter
shop owner. 4
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(hoose your fantastic

When you subscribe to Amiga Computing

K240
Save over £29.99

Gremlin's outer space
strategy game gives
you control over a whole
galaxy of mining planets,
where you can create
and destroy worlds at

the touch of a button Microprose’

strateg)

world comes under attack by an alien invasion:
@ Add £3 to the price of subscription.

Amiga Next Steps &
A1200 Insider

Guide books The follow-up 1o
the classic Viking:

Save over £29 % adventure from
% b, Core Design takes

A special two-book pack- you again into
age including the essential 2 Nordic landscape.
Next Steps guide for all in this arcade
users who have mastered adventure and can
the basics, plus the defini- < be yours, abso-
tive guide to Workbench ] lutely free, when
and AmigaDOS on the o you subscribe.
A1200, packed with expert -

tutorials. A

Two extra issues
PLUS a smart
Amiga Computing
magazine binder!

Save £15.93

AMIGA COMPUTING
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cribing to Amiga Computing is the only way to ensure
FREE delivery straight to your door
PROTECTION against future price increases
GUARANTEED delivery every month
INVALUABLE Amiga Guide each month
FREE (ift or special offer

@ SUBSCRIPTION HOTLINE
for card orders

Tel: 0151 357 1275 Fax: 0151-357 2813

Email: database @ dbdirect.demon.co.uk

The Easy Way To Pay
Subscribing is made even easier by continuous quarterly direct debit. Not only
can you forget about your subscription ever lapsing and the thought of missing
an issue, but you can spread your payments to avoid paying out a lump sum

MPUTING

Triumphant

I @ | would like the lollwmg yoarly siibscription: @ | wish to pay by:
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O s Qe EU £69.99 - et
JOw Om we me cato  [TTTITTTTTTITTIT]
o a CanadalUSA * $98 - a
T I st ¥
| : wn o
® 1 would like a UK quarterly direct debit ongoing 9506 O K240
I 0 Z % 2 9598 [] Amiga Next Steps & Amiga 1200 Insider Guide Books
Quarterly Direct Debit Instruction 9600 [0 Heimdal Il
I 'AUTHORITY TO YOUR BANK/BUILOING SOCIETY TO PAY DIRECT DEBITS 9597 [ UFO (Add £3 0 the costofyour subscripton)
I E;
* Canada & USA subscr to: Europress (North America), Unit 14, Bysham Drive,
s o oot O NT4 51, Canace. ot 10550 000 o 516 S
l | mant e oG e | |
|| oo cabtecon s s,
1 = e e
Change o o and e oy e
Name
I Tl ion e b g
Vour et | g i wsh o cancel v nomcion  §
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‘ e | make arefund.
: I ose.
l Ongrators aenteatontio. 31311411 ‘Wawm S0

I Send this form to: Database Direct, FREEPOST, South Wirral L65 3EB. (No stamp needed if posted in UK.)

g Your subscription will commence from the earliest possible issue
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A LIMITED PERIOD YOU CAN BUY EASY LEDGERS 2
AT THIS NEW LOW PRICE (was £199.99)

o
... .SOCCER

MOUSE
for all Amigas

IMAGE FX 2.1
The Complte /fr':ﬁ'df;w Silutim

Ko atber Image processing package on the Amiga
gives you everything you seed. from procise colosr
corrsction oots 1o famtastic special effvcts that
boggle rbe mind! Whether you are a print artist or &
video magician, ImageFX is simply the fastest, the
best, and the mast complere image processing solation
you will find on the Amige.

> Il/wv Rmmm cao»:
> Micro Swrrero Burross
> 2 Yoar Warnamry

514999

2Mb RAM &
Hard Disk Required

@

Fax Soluion
forall itk Moo

Seaw & Recews Faxes row oo
Anica vt your Movem. Yoo can Evew
wOURITE APPLCATION

10 Your Fax Deves! Amiea Comporine

System Performance
»mdmmma»ll«ﬂwﬂmmm
thambnall Image loader fefs gou see your image

betors loading It bultt tn Virtual Mesory allows work
on lmages nearly axy sice. unlimired mair-evel rrve
D0, rhumbuail Image previewing shows effect
befure using It miple Image butfors and brashes.
pracise region controls can restrict work fo jast part
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batch processing systems: IMP and AutoFX & viswal
Thumbnall Imoge catalogulng systom.

.99
s

1428 DAY TRIAL PERIOD - CALL FOR MORE DETAILS At
Hard Disk Required

@E

LSO AVAILABLE

0 Disxs - 25/20, Hisw Ouarry wrn Cooumeo tasees £4.99

B 0uses - 25/20, Misw Oonury wrs Covomeo tuses £19.99
£19.99

o Compatbe
ORDER HOTLINE

013%7-772908

AAND 6PM, MONDAY TO FRIDAY, TO PAY BY CREDIT
CARD. TO PAY BY CHEQUE OR rosué ORDER

THE ORDER FORM BELOW TO -
'WIZARD DEVELOPMENTS, PO BOX 490, DARTFORD, KENT, DA1 2UH

800 5121 RAM Upsrave
500 Puus Ine RAM Upcrave £29.99 MoNEY order iem Price
4800 1us RAM Upcrave £29.99 LS St e
-
MName
‘ E Addross 2l T i
DEVELORMEN, TSI St A Phoe .

e CHEQUES SHOULD BE MADE PAYABLE TO WIZARD DEVELOPMENTS.

‘EROE




The UK’s
leading
LightWave
and Alpha
experts

Exclusive
Alpha
LightWave
Distributor

Loads of
new add-ons
for LightWave
= Phone for
latest
details

Imagine what
you could do with.

We sell the tools to
fire your imagination.

Sales and credit card hotline

Best
Prices
Best Service
guaranteed

...Newtek LightWave 3D v.4
(the new manuals are excellent)
The definitive 3D rendering and
animation software package.
As used in Babylon 5, Grim,
Sea Quest DSV, Star Trek TNG,
Star Trek Voyager, Golden Eye.
Desktop Images Videos
Ron Thornton's new tapes and
Modeler |, Modeler 2, Camera and
lighting techniques, Displacement
‘mapping, morphing and bones,
Surfaces and textures.
We also handle direct from

manufacturers the Draco and al
Macro System products

Raptor 3
We are the official distributor of
Deskstation products in the Ul
Anim Workshop £25
Pixel 3D2 was £199 now £60.
We also supply for the UK,
Ssnapmaps, Building Objects,
Humanoid, Sparks, WaveMaker, Impact
&many more.
DPS Personal Animation
Recorder
Broadcast Quality Video System.
Perception/Speedrazor
Broadcast non-linear video editing
systs

Warthogs/Raptor 3
275MHz (Alpha 21064A chip)
266MHz, 300MHz & 333MHz

(Alpha 21164 chip)

4
PUTTING MULTIMEDIA TO WORK

Newtek’s
Training
Centre

0171 721 7050




Reviewed
Coala

Helicopter adventures are here courtesy of Empire.
Are you brave enough?

Citadel

We investigate yet another Doom-style game and weigh up the
best of the rest

Pinball Mania w9
The one that made it info the Amiga Magic , \
Pack. System fake a look at 21st Century’s latest K

‘Thomas the Tank Engine's Pinball

Another pinballer, but this fime aimed

at the younger end of the market m
Leading Lap. 3

Andy Maddock is bowled over by this
latest 3D race’-em-up from Kellion

Team !

We take a look at this sub-standard football

sim which aims to be the next SWOS - and fails %

Previewed =
Zeewolf 2

The eagerly-awaited sequel fo Zeewolfis nearly
teady. We take a sneak preview




__SYSTEM |
news

By Andy Maddock

Ooh! I'm knackered

new clone.

ow, before you start yawning, please don't. I'm
just as sick of all these Doom clones appearing on
ihe Amiga os you are. When one comes out,
another supersedes if. What are you supposed to
o7 Well, | suggest you keep one eye on the mar-
ket and one eye on these very pages for news of a brand

It's being developed by an ftalian company by the name
of Fields of Vision. Breathless is ifs name, and impressiveness is

undoubtedly

its

game. It wil feature

“bouncing

The title screen sums up just how many
hours have actually gone into developing
the ultimate Doom clone

ment’ which allows you to jump up and down to platforms
you otherwise wouldn't reach. There will aiso be a fog lighting
affect which wil probably have a similar effect fo that

from the detail of the
sky, Breathless is going to be the best
Doom clone in terms of graphics.

Guidhall Leisure are back following thelr successes with Gioom and Fears with a 30,
Morio Rartike Amiga racing game o feature one fo eight players four on o sngle
N oin and links via @ seral pius or @ modern link. There will be sight different cars fo
T from including a Fertar, Police, and VW Beetle, and wil feature many different
St e against and lofs of fracks fo race around, including a water world and
radioactive word, as well as normal roads.
Thare ks o baffie mode included, and hose who are familior with Mario Kart on the
Ihis . It uses @ four-player spiit screen, and although fhis
atly reduced, it actually works very well. The graphics are

at a fenfic speed. Altering fhe screen mode

the game so you can race how you want to

o ke o close version of Mario Kart, and f the gameplay can match, Guidhall il
gin the year with an nstant success. We'll hopefull have a deeper look next monfh.
Meanwhie, have a ook for yourself.

idhall Leisure could be onto a real
winner if they can maintain the quality
from their two previous releas:

W

There are lots of cars to choose
from as well as lots of tracks to race
around. It certainly doesn't lack content!

of Hexen on the PC. It's looking like being the ultimates
Doom clone, shutfing the door straight in the face of
Fears, Gloom and Allen Breed 3D. Personally, I'm holding my;

breath! Hoo.

Suicide is painless

M"A'S™H is not fo be confused with the
rather bizarre American comedy series and
Worms by Team 17. Although it may have
the same idea, | don't want fo be caught up
with the who's idea it was, or who ‘copied

This game is another which, 1 think,
surfed around the PD scene a while ago
andis now set for a full commercial release.

Warmer, Empire, Team 17 and Ocean - you
can't expect the games to be of outstand-
ing quality.

Having said that, all programmers and
developers have fo start somewhere and

best way

Worms/Lemmings-like game full of con-
stant action with tanks and littie spuds bat-
fling away. It will be available on mail order
directly from Chris himself. Hopefully, we
can squeeze in @ full review next month fo
give you a low-down on how much this
compares fo Team 17's highly acclaimed,
Worms.




me Warner gets Sensible

can see that one of the
is training which adds

the world were captured
great scenes of sadness -
arly. Their leaving present to
Amiga faithful was none

er than Sensible World of
8occer ond maybe the world

didn't want another game -
ever
Shortly affer the release of
SWOS, and after riding high in
the charts following milions of
sales lost year, it began fo
crumble. People became un-
minor complaints
fitered through and more and
more players were left disap-
pointed with the bugged and
crash-fasfic SW
the complaints, Sen-
sible Software came out for an
encore to much surprise and
offered a bug-free version for
absolutely free. All the annoy-
ing features had been froned
out and, despite the extra disk,
it managed to claw its way
back fo being the greatest
ever football game on the
migo,
Time Warner Inferactive
have decided to update SWOS
further, adding small features

| Building an Empire

that will

injec
some life back info It. We have
already seen a preview version,
and although the actual gome
part looks identical, there are
subfle touches which, if you go
back fo your old version, you
will not be able 1o live without
Basically, all the teams are
going to be re~vamped - new
players, kifs and managers -

The actual in-game bit looks.
identical apart from one thing -
look where their hands are!

andyou
A focen wha conpeier b Tho
league and your B feam, which
contains all your up and com-
ing youngsfers and reserves
whom you can call up at any
fime during the season. You
can add afterfouch on ground
passes, the infemational man-
ager's poition is now included,
and there are animated
crowds, a new rafing system
with stars and lofs more

Although it may not sound
much, it does make the game
that litle bit better. Even the
display of players’ names in the
corner of the screen adds a it-
fle more excitement as you
now know who you are control-
ling and which computer play-
erhas the ball. We'll bing you a
full review, along with an in-
depth look at all the special
features fo see if the best has
just got better

Inhale... Exile

fter the success of Coala which has received
18 very healthy 90 per cent in this issue, Empire
& going fo fry and further their success with a
Buge football compilation featuring some of
e best football games ever released.

Fist up is FIFA Infernational Soccer which is
il remoarkably popuiar, especially on the con-
ole formats. For hose of you who don't know,
s the unusually sometric viewed game which
Jooked mightly impressive and realisfic.

Kick Off 3 - European Challenge also makes
‘an appearance. This didn't confinue the same
gameploy and graphics as the fist Kick Off
series, which was a lef-down, but affer a few
hours it became so absorbing, nobodly could
put it down.

Ball was probably one of the finest
graphical football management games ever,

DINANO KIEV

RETTERING

combining @ unique adventure-ike Nevloce
with real footbalHike situations. These
friouted efficiently enough fo the \ndn.mlv 5
warant a World Cup ediion, which in tum
superseded the league edifion. The league edi-
fion contains il the Premier and First division
data as well as al the features of training,

sponsontiepress corforniitel SRR
commentary on the

Fncl, 1o frish e, complalion o Empke
have selected one of the finest foofball man-
agement games ever, Premier Manager 3. This
is the latest n the series from Grerniin, and needs
no introduction whatsoever as it received 91
per cent right here in the pages of System.

Soccer Stars '96 will retal at §3499. and for
four excellent football games, that could well
be one of the bargains of the year - already!

Soccer Stars ‘96 contains

Manager 3 which
in my mind is the best
football

gamer ever

Audiogenic have been relatively
active on the old gaming front, espe-

! iomtmet B
]
*

Mo i
sy i

pressing  buttons

and  dropping




You will be able to blow up
new styles of building which
will add varioty

emember Zeewolf - we

ot it to death, giving it a well
= rved score of
90%. Well, now it's back, ffs
9 sequel is anyway, and it bocsts
@ whole host of new features
and improvements on some of
the criicisms levelled at fhe
original.

Developed by Binary Asylum, Zeewolf 2is both a
helicopter shoot-'em-up and a simulator. Set over a
huge 32 levels, you are set a number of missions fo
complete, which, incidentally, you can play in any
order. They vary from Seek and Destroy where you
must find @ building. vehicle or person and et shoot
them, fo the "nicer’ missions ike A, a fun addifion
where you must winch frlendly unifs fo and from the
battle zones.

The story so far. for those of you who don't know
is that Ecliptico, an evil corporation, have launched
attacks on the planet in @ bid to fake over the
word. The good guys, the Zenith corporation, are
the only ones that stand between them and worid
domination. However, Zenith are armed only with @
Zeewol helicopter and some remote control batie-

field craft,

The Eciiptico are better armed and Zenith have a
fough job ahead of them..(dramatic music, roll

comera..)

One thing the designers
have considered this time is
how to make the game sef
fings more interesfing. They
have done this with four new
landscapes ~ which  are
European, Arctic, Desert ond
Toxic, and each has their own
features ond frees. efcetera
which give you something a
iitle different fo fiy over each

The 32 missions can be

a grea
how you play the game

fime.

Buidings have dlso been
improved with inclusions such
as ol rigs. wellheads, and
fown halls. But by for the best
addiion has got fo be the
new vehicles which you can
control. each having their

A 3D perspective will
work well with the
style of game

Previewed by Tina Hackett

own unique set of weapons. By remote confrol you
will be able to take charge of a Patrol Bod, Battie
Tank, VIOL fighter, and Transport helicopter. and
according fo the particuiar mission, fhey all alow!
for different tactics. The weapons vary fom vehicle
fo vehicle 00 50, for exampie, fhe Pafrol Boat has
forpedoes and the battie tank has a heat-seeking
shel

The game has also been speeded up consider-
ably and Binary Asylum reckon that the difference
when playing the new version on an AS00 com-
pared directly with its predecessor will be obvious.

This version also implements the scannet.
although they have made it so that dead vehicles
now disappear from it and it can also be cancelled
out by going oo near the enemy’s radio fower.

password system will ciso be incorporated

and, rather than giving it out every four levels, it wil
be extensively playtested to find out when fo give
it on the Iater levels. If for example, @ mission fakes
40 minutes to compete, they will provide you with
apassword then - s good fo see companies using
their common sense over password systems for
change!

The game should be available in December,
willrun on all Amigas, and be priced af §29.99.
We'll bring you a full review soon, but already
it's looking lie being a fresh challenge for old
veterans of the game as well as keeping it
accessible for those who are new fo it. We
look forward.
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Black Legend
DEVELOPER
Kellion Software

£29.99

HD INSTALL

2

Yes
SUPPORTS
A120

=@

I Reviewed by Andy Maddock | =] E

fter MicroProse released
Formula One Grand Prix its success was
absolutely phenomenal, ond when
they announced that they were work-
ing on Formula One Grand Prix 2, it was
something to look forward fo for racing fans. What
they failed fo mention, however, was fhe fact they
were developing if exclusively for the PC and an
Armiga version would never follow - ever.

I'don’t know whether Kelion Software knew fhis
at the fime, but they've certainly made the right
decision in filing the hole that FIGP left with their
new ‘virtual’ racing game, Leading Loy

Leading Lop MPV features what's called
Moving Point of View which acts like virtual reaifty.
For instance, when you take @ comer, the driver’s
head tums siightly o make it look more realistic
fhan Formula One GP. It's difficult o notice when
you're challenging for fist place, but if you sit back
and watch someone else, it gives if fhat liie bit
exira fo look af.

There are three cars fo choose fiom - the
Formula One, Rally, and the Endurance, ol of

Professional sounds

The sound effects are prefty average, afthough
there’s isn't much difference in the quality of the
engine sound. However, there s the screech of
brakes and a bloke that continually shouts hings
at you while you complete a lap. Unlike many
other Amiga games, the music is actually done

by a professional working guitarist who's worked
with the likes of Tina Tumer and Bon Jovi. Havin

said that, be prepared - it's very Metallica-lie.
So if you're into anything like Oasis, it's a cue to
tum the volume down or, better still, turn it off.

which are
formed from polygons and

Iook very realsfic - right down o the brake

lights at the rear. The cars are hugely detailed and
unlike many ofher racing games, they actucily
ook like cars.

The main objective s fo lliegally race around dif
ferent courses from around the worid and fry and
win the league championship by beating fous
ofher competitors. You can select any of fhe car
toon-ype drivers and any of the three cars. Each)
car has various attributes that have fo be faken
info account, forinstance, a very bendy frack may
suit the Formula One car as if's good at faking
bends and has a steady top speed.

When Leading Lap first arived in the office, |
noficed the graphics, in particular, were looking
very professional. The polygons were shiffing at a
hortific rate and were generally looking fast and

The opening screen looks remarkably
like icroPro:

that of MicroProse’s Formula One
Grand Prix - still, nice picture




The title s tays

-um..: ol as e sction
tinuing above as a car shows

gt

You c: how close you
an et to the other care.

is race in particular looks
e

wnbelievably smooth. So many fimes the Amiga's
hardware has had to sacrifice speed for graphics
and vice versa which, in most cases, usual

leaves people disappointed. Virtual

darker and darker until it's virtually
impossiole fo see where the bends
wil come up.

The fracks are of a good variety
and you'll always get a couple of  track
useful fips on fhem before you even
set off. These inform yqu of fight cor-
ners, obstacles fo avoid, and places
it may be handy fo use that brake pedal. This gives
you an idea of how fo plan out the race - where
fo overtake and what fo look out for.

There's a password option so you can confinue
the game later and take some of the pressure off
fhe need fo finish in first place. Thankfully, the pass-
words are nice and short and don't require you fo
fype in about 3,000 lines of complete gibberish for
you fo carry on where you left off

There's an extra option for those who have got
Amiga-owning friends because two-players can

seen fr
although it

fink Up through a serial cable and race against
each other. This is always the best way of sparking
Up a bit of friendly rivalry. You can select the detail

You can see here that all the attributes of
the dri

they can be
finishing in first place

thelr performance

y angle,
does occasional-
Jy ke to wander off th

and into a tree
‘probably just me though

rs aro shown and occasionally

and distance level, and switch between intemal

and external views via the keyboard. The best view

has fo be the infemal because of the speed

and the control. Using the zoomed out

external view resfricts your confrol of

the cor and, even if it does look that

little bit better it doesn't always pay

fo be fancy. You can akso alter the

d ongle of the extemal view which

makes it impossible to control but,

again, a good view for a bit of
showing off.

There's a circuit map to the right

of the screen and instead of the cars
moving around the map, the map
moves around the cars which looks far
more interesting fhan a standard
boring graphic.

There are five diivers o select from,
although be careful because they wil
Zthavs ol ry different tactics fo beat you,
There's Snake Kelly, Wall, Claudia

wers, Bud Nuke and Hary Lucini
They oll drive their own specific cars so
you willinstantly be able to recognise who'sin front

Overall, Leading Lap looks and feels like a very
professional product, featuring aspects that we
all know the Amiga can produce. If software
like this can continue at such highly quality then
not only wil Kellion Software undoubtedly find
themselves ranking high in the list of leading
software developers, they may even find them-
selves high in the charts so soon affer Christmoas.

The dotail levels can all be
adj

otween you switch between clouds

clouds off - important that!

© you can

be quite dangerous if you're not careful

€ The main
objective is to
illegally race
around
different
courses from
around the
world and tfry
and win the
league
championship
by beating four
other
competitors 9




£0.99p Each

£4.99p Each

Title Code Number
Bionic Commando AMO1
Bad Lands Pete.

Defender 2

£1.99p Each

Title Code Number
Body Blows AMO7
Championship Manager 92/93 AM08

Club Foothall
Foothall Glory (A1200)....

Title Code Number
Eye of the Beholder . . . AM21
Jungle Strike (A1200) .. AM22
Jungle Strike ....... .. AM23
Top Gear 2 (A1200). .. AM24
F1 Championship Edition . . . . . AM25
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ORDER HOTLINE
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567 (2507

I CRAZY PRICES!

ORDER FORM

FREE Game worth £7.99
with every order of £9.99 ar aver.

It's NOT Shareware.
Orders must be £9.99 or aver!!

Please Send ME:.......ovmrervessssssis

Total goods value..........
P&P (@ S0p per game;
Amount enclosed.... B

DUST COVER WITH EVERY ORDER OVER £9.99,

01442 233996

)l Hempstead, Herts HP3 9SE

LI

Credit Card order hotline: 01442 233996
Cheques and Postal Orders payable to:

Games Without Frontiers Limited
217 London Road, Apsley, Hemel
Hempstead, Herts. HP3 9SE.

Post and Packing 50p for each game.

ORDER QUICKLY - LIMITED STOCKS!

Please note, all prices are correct at time of
going to press & subject to availability
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review

itis one of th
interesting to play

efore you allsay 'I've seen this reviewed
before’, you have, but because it came
bundled in the new Amiga Magic Pack.
it only got @ miniture-esque review
squeezed info the pack
evaluation. Now, however, it's avallable
as a standalone product and therefore
deserves a review all o fiseff, And here it

¢ It's not the
sort of game
that you'll want
to play for E

As you've probably gathered. it's the
Iatest pinbal sim from 21st Century. fhe.
publishers renowned among_pinball
fzards for releasing some of fhe best
sims around. However, fhere’s one big
ifference this time and one fhat has
left me with my doubts about this fifie.
The developers of the previous games
were Digital liusions, and the games
were then converted to the PC by Spidersoft. Now,
however Digital llusions have been left out of he
equation altogether and development left in the
hands of Spidersoft. It's a big mistake and all too
obvious that Pinball Mania s not up to the same.
standard as Pinball llusions, Pinball Dreams, or
Pinball Fantasles.
me provides you with four tables (one

hours on end.
Disappointing
to say the
least 9

21st Century

DEVELOPER

Spidersoft more fhan llusons. admittedly - but it's quality not
BTSN cuonify ot counts) and each has a diferent
£29.99 theme, with various missions related to them. One

table, for example, has a footbalstyle fopic and
provides missions such as spelling Kick Off to start the-
penatty shoot-out mode, or shooting the ball frap fo
reach the next round of the league. Jalilbreak the
most atmospheric of the fables. uses a snister
theme with an evil judge overseeing the proceed-
ings. You can start ariof, senfence asuspect, or spell
Law to advance to the bonus multiplier value.

3
Yes
SUPPOR!

TS
‘A1200/A4000

M-_-@

Reviewed by Tina Hackett [l

fruit machine mission

Jackpot works quite
well by providing

Alihough the themes have been well fhought oul§

fhe graphics do nothing fo create realism and o

far from impressive. The game is AGA only. althou

you wonder why when you actually see and

compare It fo Pinball llusions - if looks decided
poor and out of date.

Al this could have been forgiven if
playabiity was up to scratch - unfol
nately, though, it's not and fails fo keep
the player interested. There's no elusiva
‘addiction’ Ingredient fhat should
there to keep you returing for just on

but again this was absent. The fiipp
felt sluggish and even at full powe, 1
ball minced around the table fike @ sna

The sound worked quite nicely though with o
appropriate fune for each table, and sound effe
gave It some atmosphere.

nal word

See? It does have ifs redeeming features but

pr
bound by 21st Century’s last

just seems like a sfep backwards

continuing the frend of quality by improving it
with each relecse.

It does play okay for o while and there are a
few nice fouches such as a fiuif machine on
the Jackpot table, but It's not the sort of game
you'll wont to play for hours on end.
Disappointing to say the least
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review

Reviewed by Andy maddock

oa

his game was pre
viewed In the June
isue  of Amiga

becoming one of the definitive
flight simulators. Obviously with a
name like Coala, you'd expect

spawned back in June and
they"ve all been exhausted, so | just
can't think of any more.

s you've probably already gathered Coalo, is
spelt with a 'C and you'd be right i thinking that
it doesn't have anything fo do with that furry thing

This the EFA program where you can
manipulate all sorts of objects by rotation

PUBLISHER

Empire Interactive
DEVELOPER

Bitfusion Virtual Realities

£34.99

This is one of the many objects that
features in EFA. It's a program
to show off the speed of your Amiga

SUPPORTS

All Amigas

down under. In Empire
Interactive’s words... ‘Coala. Cute name buf
don't be deceived.’
If you can remember a game called
Thunderhawk, cross it with EA’s Desert Strike and!
you can possibly form an idea how Coala looks
and plays.

What makes Codla stand out from the rest IS

be plummeting thousands of feet fowards your
death. However, in Codla, if you should hear the:

your direction, holding down the right mouse but=
fon will enable you o look out of the window fo
see where it's coming from. If you do happen fo
be unlucky enough for it fo be hammering in your
direction, fhen careful triggering of a Chaff or @
Flare will soon confuse it and give you the fime fo
get out of there. It's all to do with quick thinking.
and Coala makes it that little bit quicker.

To make fhinks a litle different, instead of
being part of some squadron or another

The Stealth Fighter here is not to be.
confused with the Stealth as
they are completely different, thank you




You can select any helicopter apart from

la, because that's the best and
gl el 8
you've got a fow more points

disciplined ai force, your helicopter doesn't actu-
ally have any markings. so it is completely
unrecognisable by everyone else. This means you
can take anyone’s side and help them blow up
the opposition. Not only will this be great fun by
pretending fo fly with the opposition and then
blowing them out of the sky, but you will be able
fo repeat the missions and support the other side.
The only downside for his is fhat once you do
fake a side, the opposition won't take 100 kindly
fo you hanging about and will y anything fo get
you out of the sky.

The flexible view controls are very seful, uniike
in many other flight sims where they were only
good for showing the game off. You actually
need them for landing, viewing other planes, and
escaping missiles.

Al the function keys represent the views as
usual. and the F1 key brings up your on-board
computer, whereby you can view your mission
objectives, targets, find out the damage fo your
helicopter, and see the aircraft that is enfering
your vicinity.

There are many detailed scenarios which you
can battle through. each one posing a com-
plefely different objective, and it wil take more
than an ounce of strategic knowledge to com-
plefe. You can ako configure the object, word,

surface detalllevels, switch between shaded hori
20ns and the Amiga's special copper shading to
suit how you would like 10 view i.

You are able fo take part in battle during four
different fimes of day ~ dawn. noon, sunset and

Toturn to your base, you are given an
e e IS oo Sl ke bt

A steady hand

Now you may be wondering how the
control system works because of the
amount of eternal views and options.
Well. you confrol the helcopter using the

X the left mouse button
will release the weapon you have
loaded, and pressing fhe fight button will
enable you fo look out of the side of the
helicoper - this all works out so your fiy-
ing postion doesn't change. Basically
the best control method is o hold the

This is the great hal of fame where you can
name to achieve a high status -
especially amongst your ‘plane spotter’ chums

enter your

night. Obviously the night is going o be difficult
our special Pilot

because of the dark, although,

mouse in one hand and keep your fin-
gers hovering above the keys on fhe
keyboard that you are most likely fo use.
Overall, it's a very comfortable
method, and by atfering the mouse sen-
it furns out to be the mest effec-
five. The joystick would have given
Coala an arcade feel which wouldn't
have done It justice, making it feel oo
arcadey and letting it down in terms of
simulation.

¢ The flexible

Night Vision System (helicopter headlights) can

be switched on,

view controls

To help you weapon-wise, there’s a wide range

of armament for selection.

Obviously the
sidewinders, helfres, fiares and chaffs are the

are very useful,

norm, followed by a series of ofher wel-known

misslie types that are completely new to me

The missions themselves are all designed by ex-
NATO personnel and even the codes have a spe-
ciol ex-NATO defence system feel about them
because you have fo enter the special password
for that particular officer - or should | say, staff

member of Empire!

Not only do you get Coala for your §25, you
also receive two products that should be quite

unlike in many
other flight sims
where they
were only
good for
showing the
game off 9

>

This s the maw, At the




computer to
era angles of your position -
these can be particularly help-

ful when you are ready to land

will enable

The preferences
i r the way C¢

you to
plays and fooks.

'\;";!H/

As you can see from this external
jow, Coala is graphically supert
d as it looks

and it plays as 900

>
familiar fo anyone who's explored the Aminet
series. The firstis Navigator which is basically

a virtual world creator - fhis s the actudl
engine which was used fo produce

Coala. Although you can't create
your own worlds, you can. how-
ever, load up some of the objects
used in Coala, zoom in and out,
fofate through 360 degrees, and |
generally manipulate them in any |
way you wish

The next is called EFA, whichis a '\
simple program whereby you load
up any of Coala’s aircraff and just
fiy them around different types of ey
scenery - Empire thought this would be an
added bonus. If you get bored of flying a heli-
copter in the actual game, you can then move
on and whizz around with EFA, fiying high-pow-
ered jets, or even bi-planes. The speed of EFA Is
outstanding, providing high speed thrills - even
though there’s nothing fo shoot.

Coala features complete artificial intelligence
between the two competing sides. For example.
you can stay on the. ground and miss out on all
the fun and still win - because all the other pilots
will battle it out in the skies above you. The only
problem with this is that you won't receive any

/
/

When you are flying
the ground, you are far more
vulnerable in the air

You can choose from many vario
external views which all help in
attacking the enemy

points because you are awarded for what you
shoot down ond consequently you won'
proceed any further.
~ The graphics featured in Coala are
truly superb, especially with the
. virtual realify which makes you feel
asif you really are there. The infel-
\ ligence of the other sides is set
\ perfectly, so you can fly around
| stalking other aircraft rather than
gefting blown out of the sky
J every few minutes. The sound
effects of other helicopter's
blades whizzing by are excellent
and the copper shading on fhe hork-
7 20ns adds that lttle bit extra in ferms of;
=z realism. The whole presentation aspect is
superb - the graphics and sound are nothing
short of what we expect from the Amiga.

Codala should be all boxed and ready to hif the
shelves before Christmas, and when it does |
can see it being @ huge success. It's been a
long time since we saw a flight simulator of this
quaity on the Amiga, and | can guarantee you
won't be disappointed

You can view the action
from an Audi - if you really
want to that is!
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The main menu is quite simply the most
blandest effort ever. Anyone know any.
different?

PUBLISHER

Impact Software
DEVELOPER
In-house

e

£24.95
{]
of context, considering that Team - at ifs best =

elieve it or not there’s actually been a
<ould quite possibly be the poor man’s SWOS

e sight decline in the amount of footall

games recently. The last decent one
we saw was Player Manager 2 and

There have been some management sims in that cerfainly doesn't quite ring frue. In fact:
e ron but none of them proving foo J§  you'd be forgiven for faking a second look af the
boox affer a minute or two of playing - probably:
Ihinking they’ve put a different game in the box
Then, following fhe humiliafion of the refallers
confirming your misery, you'd have to g9
home and squeeze £25's worth of entertainment
out of it

My idea of reviewing a game s to pioy it o
absolute death untl I've managed to scrape:
Gown enough advantages and disodvantages

special

Impact Software are the lafest ‘feam’
(hoo ha) fo have a dabble in the foot-
ball world, and let's hope the amazingly
bold statement on the back of the box
will ing frue. *Probably the best footoall
gome EVERIII" may sound a little out

only just above average in qualify - along with
the colision detection between the ball, boards:

Eam s
ANAGER

ins and how many opfions there game, you're probably going to go B A
| are, the manual that comes with the  back ‘again and ask for the manual, and v
nsurprisingly, more humiiation will fol-

| To give you an example of what Teom one i fo the shop fo see if it's the right
contair

game has only four black and white  uf
| printed sides. It's actually difficult to call  low: “Look there it is, it's hiding behind EE" o o
f'a manual as It could quite easly be  that rather mofe prominent and colour-

ful piece of adverising rubbish that no- You get to edit all the teams,
5 put big Stan in yourself! | don't know
 he wasn't included anyway

mistaken for a pomphiet of some
| Gesaiption. So, not only have youmade  one ever reads-

Nz




Ready for kick-off at Ewood Park, let's
Bailys got  few tricks up his
sleeve. S¢

nu: Dykstra? Right,that's it He's not a
er he' leftthe club, and once more,
wpoidoyil Lol

players ond the goal. There are foo many
disadvantages fo mention. Oh, alright then.

The player spifes are absolutely awful. t's
unbelievable fo see the sprites crawiing across
the screen with a siight flicker that Is supposed fo
be them running quickly. If there is one aspect
that does make it look good then it's the scroling
- it's fost and smooth but doesn't really stand out
because of the appaling sprites. It really is
unplayable as far as football goes,

The idea of footballis obviously fo score more
goals than the opposing feam but as soon as
you kick off in this game, the opposing striker will
receive the ball and consequently run all the
way to your goal, hammering it past your keeper
every time - well, untilthe final whistie gladly rings
out fo signal the end of @ 25-0 thrashing. It seems
a bit ironic for this fo happen because the

an Marshai, ooh he's the best player in
the entire world, He'l ceriainiy score that
- right in the top corner no d

¢ as soon as you kick
off, the opposing striker
will receive the ball
and run all the way to
your goal, hammering
it past your keeper
every time ’

actudl titie of the game is ‘Team.”

You can play a league, cup, or simply a frien-
dly. but for a football game today, this simply
Isn’t good enough. The major fault of this setup is
that fhere isn't anything to aim for or any reward
at the end.

| can't really, and don't i fo. explain how
#his compares fo Sensible Soccer, | think Impa
Sotwars ol o wal 10 e vk el strategy
and make plans for a sequel that would help us
forgive and forget. To be fait they've got the
basics, so if they can improve on them, wh
knows. However, asit stands, it'sjust one of those
games that will probably disappear info nothing
- never returning. Hurrah!
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MEPLAY

63%)

Yeurk, lots of groen scary stuff and ho
computer things. Mummmeeee

cor Andy, the guy seems fo have
done nothing but review Doom-
clones since' he starfed here. And
feeling rather generous, plus wanting
o get all my copy in early so | can
dash off on my exofic Winter holiday. | decided
to review the first game that came out of the
morming’s post. It was Citadel, and rather than
palming it off on Andy because, let’s be honest,
| don’t know my rocket launcher from my rifle, it
was fime fo brave the Doom clones.
nematic-style infro, you are plunged
into the thick of the action with no weapons, no
fhermal vest, and left with only your wits o sur-

UBLISHER
lompat

I

)EVELOPER
\rrakis

RICE
29.99

fSics i e )
lo

Il Amigas 1Mb-+

One scary, angry looking monster,

close-up. I'm outa

here.

Set in space, in the future (yawn), you
are the last remaining survivor of Scout
01. and have been sent fo investigate
some of the weird goings on happening
at a space base called Citadel. Now
your companion has been desfroyed by
amissile and you're left on your own.
The base you are exploring was origi-
nally @ communications and defence
system set on a distant planet. However.
following @ galactic expansion the mil-
tary base there lost significance and
became just a fueling point for galactic
travellers, but because fhe colony was
miles from anywhere this did not lost,

vy s

1

and it was soon tumed In to a penal
reform colony

Some time later. the colony was offi-
cially closed because it lay in the path of
a meteor storm - it was later found that
this was pure fabrication from the Miitary
Galaxy Council who had ofher plans for
it. Laboratory equipment was shipped
over and the inmates were subjected fo
dangerous experiments.

2305, however, communication
between fhe planet and Earth ceases so
itis decided that a ship should be sent to
find out what has happened. And that's
where you come in.

nge the screen size according to your machine
- the smallest window is a bit useless though

¢ The puzzle angle is
quite nice, but there
were far too many
niggles here fo make
me want to carry on
playing ¢

your blood. First thing on your mind, if you're fo
get out of this hell hole in one piece, is fo find
some sort of a gun. Then you must kill all the ene-
mies, destroy the Citadel, and make a hasty exit.
To do this you must find the six pieces of an
annhilation bomb scattered around fhe levels,
put it together, and Bob’s your Uncle, so the
expression goes.

This was allrather alarming to me. Please bear
in mind, this is my first confrontation with these
new Doom clones, and what became even
more olarming was that os | fried to move
around my new surroundings, | was being
penaiised for doing so. -

Well put it this way, every time you fouched a
wall, banged into a blooded corpse or other
such obstacles, you lost some of your precious
Iife energy. This doesn't happen on Gloom, Fears
or Alien Breed 3D, 50 why have they decided fo
do this here? If they wanted to make things dou-
bly hard for the player, I'm




The cinematic intro
sots the scene well

sure they could have found another, less initating
wa

.

However, when you get used fo this, you do
find it’s not @ bad game. You can change the
size of the windows and select the detail level to
configure the game to your machine - even with
high levels of detail on you still get quite a fast
game. There is an Easy or Hard option and also
a training mode for those who need a bit of
practice.

Weapon-wise there is a good selection that will
keep even the most hardened gun fefishist happy.
As well o5 your standard gun, you can collect a
flame-thrower, rocket launcher and a machine
gun. You can also find Fist Aid Kifs and even beer
which wil affect your character's balance.

As usudl, as well as dealing with the enernies,
you will also have o solve puzzles which include
finding the right magnetic cards o open doors,
moving wals, blockades, and various teleports.
Enemies are of different intelligence, so creating
fighting tactics is also possible. Graphically. the

Yeurk, dead aiready!
L e

Mmm, a dismembered body increases
your pants-filling factor

c I Reviewed by Tina Hackett I

T N

cinematic intro, though, which launches you info
the plot nicely and the corridors are clear
enough fo walk round and actually see what's
going on. The atmosphere is enhanced with dra-
matic tunes throughout and fhe usual explosions,
gunshots and yelps.

Citadel is @ good game in ifs own right - the

problem arises however, when you compoare it
15 thoother Dear games that have gone
before if. Thws looks the part but unfortunately.
because are continually damaged
£ woling o ek e thaugh s
realistic) it does nothing to enh the
Gameriby crd slicon i UL, 1o
player.

The puzzle angle is quite nice, but there were
far too many niggles here to make me want fo
carry on playing. Confinual disk-swopping is
also very fedious. Try the other first-person per-
spective shoot-'em-ups on the market first
because although this is by no means the worst
game, it's definitely not the best.

Clones

Doom, Doom, Doom. Just in
case you're not sick of hear-
ing about H, here are the
previous clones on  the
Amiga.

Alien Breed 3D 91%: Allen
Breed 3D s and aiways will
be one of the finest Doom
clones on the Amiga

Gloom 81%: As 500N Gs you
fire a bullet at one of the
opposing soldiers' they will
burst info littie bits and leave
an awful mess on the floor.

Fears 92%: The afmospheric
sounds are fantastic, nuxy
seffing the scene
prepating you for a tiip info
the unknown.

Behind the Iron Gate 64%: |
will warn you that if you
decide to invest you will be
wishing for Doom s you
play it

Yet o see.

Speed (won't be ready for a
while yef)

Ubek (a Polish release, or so
I'm informed)

A

ms sy
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PUBLISHER
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Thomas

frer  season of Thomas the Tank Engine
repeats, the famous steam engine’s
career must aimost be at @ close. The
only thing left after years of showbiz
fame is the inevitable diink - or daytime
television. But no, none of these will ever happen fo
him. Not because he’s simply an animated char-
acter who has no real existence in the world, it's
because he's coming fo the Amiga. Not only has
he already featured n a racing game, he's follow-
ing it Up with one of the most unpredictable of
fitles, Thomas the Tank Engine’s Pinball.

Yep, Thomas, James, Percy, Toby and that bus
are all coming o the Amiga in a series of ities from
Alternative Software. We can't wait

| was never a big fan of TTTE because | never
used fo get home from school in fime fo see It
However every Christmas, sure enough, under the
ree there would be a large, bookiike package
with a small buige in one comer. It had o be, and
was, aThomas the Tank Engine colouring book with
about fhree crayons stuck fo the front cover. Ooh,
it was endless hours of fun, and this is the exa
point where my hate for the show began.

The most annoying fact about the carfoon was
fhat it was one of those alierated animated fitles
such as Percy the Pigeon that's supposed o make

On the Thomas Table, not only will you have to
put up with the tinkly piano theme tune, but
cheesy

also a big from Thomas himself!

=
I n a Reviewed by Andy maddock

cartoons more fun fo watch - o they say!
1t's difficult fo believe that so many people were
captured by a blue frain trundiing around all day
doing absolutely nothing useful apart from frying fo
find liftie Percy. Why did he always go missing! He
must have been working for Biifish Rail or some-
thing. Not only that, but why did the hardest and
most arogant train, Jomes, kick up a fuss all the
fime and end up doing something naughty and
dangerous. And what's that fat bloke all about.
jeeeeez. You can give me Tom and Jerry any day

iversal appeal

| can't see a point in explaining the rules of
Pinball and the actual object because | know
deep down you don't really care. However, |
have to admit that | did find playing TITEP quite
enjoyable because of the excellent novelty
effect. It says on the box if's for age three and
upwards years, but ii'll probably appeal more

the older amongst you because of the

1o

authenticity of original theme music, along with
the eight-player option and the three levels of
difficulty.

Each table has its own character and
respective colours. James is red, Percy is
green, Thomas is blue and Tob)




of the week! The idea behind fhis rather promising
fitle is to bypass the oh so, cool and frendy feel
which was Pinball Dreams. Fantasies, liusions and

Obsession - apart from the fact they il sound like
famous fragrances. although ‘Thomas Tank’ the

new fragrance from a famous French company
could well spark up some inferest. | wonder what it
would smell like? Essence of steam engine?
Hmmm.

1 suppose I'd beffer let you know now that I'm
not the greatest lover of Pinball - | believe if's
dreary old game that's for less than popular ind-
viduals who prefer fo hide away in a dark comer of
adinking residence gladly plunging fheir coins info
what seems like an arcade machine with about
fhree inches sawn offthe front legs. It seems fitting
that once, some guys had 100,000 steel balls drop
on them from above after fhe main machine
upstairs had overloaded! | hope that persuaded
them fo fry something far more worthwhile.

Right. back to the subject in hand. As usual
there are these tables with funny s on
things, and the idea is to spring a steel ball info the
main area and blast hell out of it with these oddly
shaped bats - collecting as many points as you
can in the process. There, | summed that up quite
well, don't you think?

You can play on the Thomas, Percy, James or
Toby Tables and each one has fs varying amounts
of buzzers and point scoring bonuses. As there are.
only four tables, more experienced players wil

, tubes, and ot
you to hammer the bail against

¢ | have to admit that |
did find playing TTTEP
enjoyable because of
the excellent novelty
effect 9

become bored affer a short while. Other than
that, TITEP features some excellent presentation
along with gamepiay, and should offer you a new
novelty feature which is for more enjoyable than
the other Pinball creations.

Just take no nofice of the age range on the
box. It doesn't matter how old you are, you'llsfill
get your money’s worth - t's all a matter of per-
sonal opinion. If you relly are a massive fan of
Pinball, then the other serles of Fantasies,
filusions and Dreams would probably st you
more - probably because If feels more like real
Pinball. However,if you're looking for something
aliitie different with anovelty effect, look no furr
ther than Thomas the Tank Engine’s Pinball -
atreat!

James’ table contains more
tubes than buzzers and

looks more fun
B o siar shree

1!_1/—’_-/
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programs .
~Final Writer 4 has bt on e aiready extnsive featue 1 f
Lake this great word processor into a new era. With a compltely redesigned interfuce Fial Writr s even
e s fnconalty oo e bR Gl iy e SRS

* Vet o rgh syl g 30 and arimated
srow clalaion sl ol ey progres

et A ot & 4l o6 e mporsgnt
rophanli oy u/a-rlﬂu(/m!mhwu!ub! ,,mw.“mmwwnwmw/mummum»mun TSR i ket
novices world, Final Data 3  major upgrade with -

lm/rmlrmml: that have extended s capailies ittt wnique, easy da ey echniges

it time you started to climb the SoftWood Family Tree?

SoftWood Products Europe Limited,
O \ x / O O (Department ACG-ADPS),
New Street, Alfrton, Derbyshire. DESS TP

..Naturally Better TELEPHONE:01 773 521606 EAX:01 773 831010
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Cheaper Video Txtlmg T o

ﬂnT\l b
For Amiga Beginners — £14.99 inc p&p - overseas £17 D] . Imss w sk AMIEA' "
Te

ARNOLD
COMPUTER

ALOG
O : bafihinn
VIS CIRCRIR OV < i 1A% : ]
Phone forth L = i
PO Box 672 h!—lJ X LIE CAPRI CD DISTRIBUTION
South Croydon EBEG Dt AO1, G e Don Sl

orhr s welcome)
Surrey CRZ9YS Disks (including TRRAX: 01638 89107

@B TRADE ENQURIES WELCOME it

Barry Voce
0115 9264973
11 Campion Street, Arnold,
Nottingham NGS 8GR

5 Quly il Doman Srrevare oo g e v b demon
and il Als 3 Brge selechon of raphi les, 30 ojecs, ampl
o fion S o5 Vorichne
e
% Over 5000 diks to chaose from, s
x Dids only £1 each, 75p PAP pr order, o 95
“x Ordes over £10 ot nc. PAP receive free Xmas Pack vlod £5.

ands
owara ffof our memoers only BES.
i, Latest product imiorma-

and millions of or

PD prices 1. 80p; 11.20....70p; 11+....60
We also sel & ft Hard v Blank Dlks 0 che pergheri.We e oy acw Fuf
s 5 all orders are sent by It class post.

s WNG TBN

o place an ad on this page call Barbara Newall on 01625 878888. Free tynesetting service available
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Frank Nord does

keep going on and
on about floppy
disks. .

o, formatted any disks while I'e been
s way, thent Do they work oligh? Good

But | expect you'l be waniing the low-
= down on wh the ofh
the format requester.

‘We've dlready covered the naming of disks and

troshean, 0 now we debve decp ino the depths
ofthe disk fiing sysem. The bufons remaining are
listed as follows: Fast Filing System for FFS),
Internationol Mode and Dota Coching, or DCFS. I
you have a mochine with Workbench 3 ot higher,
you'll see all these options, if you're using
Workbench 2.1, you'l have them il apart from
DCFS, and if you are running Workbench 2.04
you'l only hove on FES opton.

So what do they al do? Le’s look f FFS firs.
Back in the inoncy ofthe Amigo, when Workbench
1.3 uled th roos,there wos only one fl sysn.
It gave you 836K on o double densiy disk and
could be made fo boot. When Workbench 2.04
come along it came with a new fing system, FFS,
‘which gave you 878K on o siandard floppy.

You could boot from an FFS disk on @
Workbench 2 mochine, butsince here were il an
awfullo of Workbench 1.3 machines out there
(and st orel, most comparies sil fornated disks
for heir softwore wibout FFS enabled for e soke
of compatibily, losing the exira speed and 42K
that FES offered. Even now, a lot of companies stil

er oplions mean in

Happiness is
a formatted
disk

noficed there was
a slight problem with
case sensitvity for

internatonal characters
lke  or  in the cisk fling

systems that were currenlly
in use, so odded the oddifon-
ol international mode for

i Dire
use OFS formatted disks as they are now called, formating floppies. (qchin;cﬂu:hb:’qpp\isd ;:;:Y.
gk ot oo hove upgroded o of INTERNATIONAL hard drive with a bi of foffng aboul,
least Workbenc!

Inmy opiion, seeing thl any disk you
formot migh end up overseas, There
shoukdn' really be an Iferationa buton - your
ik should olwoys be formafed hot woy. Afer l,
we'e ol Europeans now, aren'twe? (Apologis in
advonce fo any Americans reading his who might
oke offence| Neither Interationol Mode or FFS
formated disks could bo used under Workbench
1.3, yet another incentive fo upgrade your Amiga
which wos sll ignored by a minariy ofrecacant
1.3 users.

The kst option when you are fornating Amiga
diss under Workbench 3.0 or higher s Direcory

When Workbench 2.1 wos released, o new
aspect was odded o Workbench - foreign lan-

WHO ARE YOU CALLING DENSE?
High density disks can pose something of a problem  would appear to be unformatted or corrupt.
for Amiga users. With the vast majority of Amiga There is an easy solution to this dilemma that
owners only having a standard double density  doesn’t involve making a new set of floppies; the
drive, high density disks are just formatted fo holf  A4000 owner simply needs to put a bit of sticky
their normal capacity. While this doesn’t pose a  fape over the hole on the opposite side of the disk to
problem if you are going o be giving these disks o the write profect fab. Unfortunately, for obvious rea-
other people who have standard floppy drives, if  sons, the operation is not commutative - you can’t
you were fo give a high density disk which has been  put tape over the high density hole fo allow you fo
formatted to double density fo an A4000 owner, it read high density disks on a standard drive!

but i’ dead aosy o format floppies under
DCFS. So whal does it do? Basically, exaclly what it
soys it doss — i coches the diretoies on your disk.
This means you loe o bitof space on your foppies,
but does resut in noliceably fose reads and wies

on foppy

I cetally probobly st worh opplying DCFS fo
your hard diive s hord dives are now up 10 3
speed where DCFS makes no diference, and using it
willonly lose you some of he space you might oher-
wise use more productvaly. If you do form your
fopy disks wih DCFS tumed on, you shoud know:
hot you are not going o be oble o give your disks
o anyone using anyting less than Workbench 3, a5
DCFS was only implemened in that version of
Workbench.

Sohatsprety much i for the formafing of foppy
disks. Basically, ol you need o remember s f name.
your disks ithout spoces, hr of th frshcan, fun
on FES and International Mode if you are using
Workbench 2.04/5 or 2.1}, and urt on DCFS as
well if you are using Workbench 3.0/1 ~ urless
you need fo hove full compaibilfy wih ol versons
of Workbench, in which case you should leave
everyhing of.

Next month, we will be looking ot icons, oolypes
and whal tey all mean, but or now is soyonara
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T FREE CATALOGUE

e Over 2,000 titles
- Zone 1

sris st ‘the softuare people’

"The price you see,i the price you pay, V.AT., P&P are ALL included.
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Lowgst PricED ToP QUALITY
RiBBONS, INKJETS, l(m RS & DISKS

i e i o b

B |

1f we tell you that an item you order is in stock,
and you don't get it within 10 days, it's FREE.

= 01785 813355 ©

Prices correct at time of going to press. 24/11/95 E&OE.
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e
Refills
e
ki Do )
£ ki |
i ke
e 4 b D
b
= i s arsend cheq
. Dept 447, Ot Howse
oSk
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1995 Product Line
S50 B Procuctons <
Available Now L
\e PAWSTrac microtrackball s designed ( 5
10be operatedat afinges touch and i small (€
: oghioRRyexsoim:
ommg this Septem!
800 s 300 T Pl
Aga Worcaion The PAS ki
incudes case, basic LOD driver Card
Aete coor LCD, power unit ra can
e datery,
e st power suppYy,and rackbal. Incudes

Linkt and Cross Dos Pro. No solderng.

Coming in November

The PAWS 3000 and 4000 - Same as the
PAWS 600 and 1200 (no battery support)
but includes our Enhanced Driver Card.
Enhanced Driver Card (Upgrade) for

the PAWS - Our atest drver card wil
support Passive Color LCDs and support
most Amiga display modes to include PAL.

The Gecko - The Gecko s an extoma unit
that plugs o the Amiga's RGB port o use:
any standard VGA monitor in most display
modes, even PALI Comes with cable and
power suply.

P.0. Box 1625, Nanassas, Virgna 22110
7085307230 Vol 00330 5752 Fax

Amiga Computing
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Paul Overaa explains

why assembly ;
language is so
popular among

Amiga coders
e

ost people cut their ‘programming
M g B o WY
on the Aniga usuolly involves Amos,

itz Bosic,or HiSotBosic, Mony then
move o C and from here st o make wht s cfen

a oy painul rosiion o lowlevel coding, . o
68010 assembly language. Despite the difficulies
assembly longuage coding on the Amigo presets
this subjet s achally growing in populary and
Hhere are @ number ofreasonsfor i

To be hones!, f was once hough that he otly
teasons for using on ossently anguage wos fo g
moximum speed, minimum code size, or absolute
coniol over a sysem. i ums o, however,thot the
benefis cre more sublle th fis because an under
sonding of ossembly languoge enables progrom-
s o goin an appreciaion of things such os how
Highlevellanguoges work

In many ways ifs o similor sivation fo driving o
cor— i you don't know rovghly how the geors work
then you might wonder why you con't pul awoy in

gear wihou! sioling fhe engine. Peny of i

ving vl comince you thet i s indeed the cose,
but no mote how much you chiv, you il never

achollyfind out why tis s 20, Leom a bt about he
internal mechanics, however, and it will become:

2 Thinking of
v ‘} learning

Assembly language, once mastered, will certainly allow you fo write extremely effcient
or extremely compact programs, but such programs will always take far longer to
develop than their high level counterparts. That, unfortunately, is the price paid for taking
the low-level path.

Deceie 1 pointll ENGRRRRIRRISS s orogrcving o cppecrs fo be o

popular as ever and most programmers eventually decide to learn something about it
even if most of their coding is done using high-level languages). You can of course mix
high-level code with assembler patches and get the best of both worlds, and this is @
subject we looked at in this column enly & few months ago.

As far as specific assemblers are concemed there are two main choices: One is fo use
Charlie Gvbb s freely distributable A68K nxumbkr and this is available from nearly all

language programming environment available on the
Amiga. One benefit of following this latter path, incidentally, is that you get the official

Charlie ibb's AGSK.
assemblor provides a

Amiga include files as part of the package!

b vy . Loy o lowllEngege
isnot, however, 0
said that, it is pmyme o minimise myd
cubis which assembly long.

sons, How?

coderis ot o
ogical i aside, he

As far as code creation goes, the types of perfor-
mance improvements that can be obfained s you
move from Basic inferprefers o Basic and C com
pilers, and finally to assembly language, can be
quite dramtic. Since it is useful fo have an under
standing of why some languages are ‘faster than
others, I'll explain in some defail why this is the
case.

Even with an identical source code file, the final
runable code produced by one compiler may
vary greatly from that produced by another. A
compiler (and an inferpreter come fo that) looks
at your program and then generates suitable
low-level instructions.

Speed, or the lack of it, in the final program is
due to one thing ~ the efficiency of the resulfing

pathway into Amiga
assembly Is

tanguage
g}

code - and there is a common misconcepion here
that needs clearing up: Compilers are rarely either
efficient” or ‘inefficient’. The truth of the maffer is
that they usually tend fo be a bif of both.

One particular compiler may, for instance, be
able to produce very efficient fragments for struc-
tured loops, but may fall down by producing

icient switch structure code.
Some optimisers can eliminate unused vari-
move invariant loop calculations outside
Flow control schemes and
en re-order the operations you've written.

Compilers can also choose when to store data in
locations which can be rapidly accessed (primrily
processor registers),

One of the benefits of understanding assembler

tobe o xmmum
ds

Sy by kg progrom e
problems separctely.  you foke core ot 1 st it
ing owlevel code unil you're sue of exacky wht

s you g oo o e i B

with learning assembler is likely 1o be the fact
mar youl ned to underdond qull @ Bt cbost

\dhelmxhnhunexl\”smdhlﬁ“‘lﬂl

HiSoft's Dovpac assembler - simply the bost!

programming, of course, is that it becomes possi-
ble fo ‘tweak” such compiler-generated code. All
compilers, irrespective of the language they are
working with, have to make compromises, so
their generated code will rarely be perfect. As an
enthusiastic low-level coder, however, you'll get
the chance fo correct this situation!

Most assemblers can also make optimisation
changes but here, changes are limited just fo the
replacement of slightly more efficient forms of cer-
tain instructions. Needless fo say, the effects on
the code you've written are much less dramatic
(which means, incidentally, that any speed/per
formance differences between'the code generated
by different assemblers is always going fo be
minimal).
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Sat 9:00 To 5:30
All Other Times

LSD Compendium 3
Following The Success ofLSD
Compendium 1 &2, Comes This
Most Recent Bumper Collection.
Over 600 MB Of Data Has Been
Included Covering Just About
Every PD Subject From Games And Demos To
Source Code And FAQ's.

One Of The Most Useful & User Friendly Discs
Around... If You Like The Fun Side Of Amiga PD,
LSD 3 Is Definitely The One For You."

90% CU AMIGA DECEMBER 1995

AVAILABLE NOW! £19.99

AGA EXPERIENCE
NFA & SADENESS PD

Extravaganza.Packed
With Pics, Demos E
=

MEETING PEARLS 3
|Germanys Most Popular CD!
Packed With Over 6500MB Of|

Iew PD Softvare! Includes
Something For Everyone!
£9.99]

IAMINET 8 £12.99
Dated

Contains 600MB New Data
Since
Heavy
IAMINET SET 2 £24.99
Contains The Entire Contents
Of Aminets 5 to 8 On 4 CD's!

Contains NEW Data Since 8!

ALL OUR AMIGA PE5

POSTAGE RATES
DISK ARE ONLY

[UK] Disk Orders 50p CD's 75p Each
[EU] Disk Orders 10% CD's £1.00 Ea
[OE] Disk Orders 20% CD's £1.50 Ea
MAX POSTAGE PAYABLE
[UK] Disk Orders 50p CD's £1.50
{EU] Disk Orders 10% CD's £4.00
[OE] Disk Orders 20% CD's £6.00

| ALL ORDERS SENT 15T CLASS POST / Al

5th Dimension
Contains All Our Newest PD
Disks From 3351 To 3870
Something For Everyone!
Highly Rated By The Compute
Media. Heres What They Saidl
Is Up To 17 Bit's High Standards
ing Every Aspect Of Amiga PD.
A COMPUTING Issue 94
Of Software Is Excellent..."
ome ded.” "..Top Grade Stuff”
U AMIGA DECEMBER 95

AMOS CD 2

Feind Seienss”

R

MULTIMEDIA 2
5

ENCOUNTERS =
Foset The XcFiles. UFO's e Stalements From Miltary Top B8
B! Encounters s THE Most _ FBI, CIA, NSA Etc Texts
Gomprenensive UFO Expose Ever UF
S on CD. Jus A Small _ Sghtings & Abductions
B M ATt You Can Expect Allen Origins & Technology
Grop Gircles
Cattle Mutiations
Coverups & Top
Gocs On Roswel
Dreamiand, Grunget3
\WAILABLE NOW!

October 95, This Issue

Issue
Bias Towards Music

ollows

You Wil NOT Be Dissapointed
includes Information & Testimony
That The Goverment Have Kept

Secret For So Long. Until Now.
e To

ret Projects

b Value For Money! e
edi

Shocked 14.99

3954 ALIEN FISH FINGER Good Shootem / Pltiormer
395 PRO ZODIAC 2000 V1 Astrlogy Program I
GA fcon Edtor

2

b AGA Damo I
02 Very Lstest GPed Update

Exceient HD Backup Uil

e Blest AGA Jpeg File Viewer Evert |
MES #16 AGA Oriy Games Comp

3947 ROBS HOT
lecopter Wrfare Si

3946 FLYING TIGERS

Grolier Enc.

£26.99

B
Speccy 2 3D Arena Adult Sens. 2 | SCI Fl Sens

[ Whew
vpes |

£19.99 T £1999 £19.99

3045 GLLERS 2 Lstest irus Killer Comp. |

3044 DELUXE GALAGA V2! ird

E GALAGA V26 ECS Version. Superdl

3943 3RD DIMENSION #19 3D Constnicion Kl Disk Mag

3941 RED DWARF DISKMAC

3940 VARK CLI UTILS #10
K DAVWN #6 HELL

2000 iga Diary!

3509 THIRD DIMENSION #18 30 Cansiructon Kt Dk Mag
MATE MANAGER V1106 Realstc Fooly Management! ||

3907 UNION TEAR DOWN T Orly Demo

3506 MASTER BLASTER V22 Superb Dynsblaster Game Clone!
PESHIETER V2 Moc Enuiaior Foc Anical

|| Aminet Set 1
@ AMDET

£24.99
Network CD2

'Amiga EXp.

Arcade Clscs Emulators CD
i

|
~ £19.99
‘Assassins 2

1

B 9
£24.99

Phase 4

£14.99
Gateway CD

£19.99

£9.99 £9.99 £6.99
&
GOLD FISH 3 £26.99 LIGHT ROM 3 £44.9¢

The Most Ambitious Releas

Contains A Good Selection Of
To Date, Consisting Of 3 C

Software, Anims, Pictures And
Other Material Released On
Fred Fish CD Roms Between
November 94 & November 95,
Material Updated To The
Versions. All Material Is
To Run Format From Either
An AmigaGuide Menu.

ILABLE. CALL US FOR A FREE CATALOGL

i 3 Mainly Contains Digtal Elevation
‘With Vista, Scenery Animator Etc




Paul Overaa takes a
look at the ARexx
side of Amiga
DOS's Ed fext
editor

edior fo use, but i recent years @ number

of improvements have been implemenie.
s, Mouse contol hos been odded olong with
menu and funciion key supporl, a proper file
requester, customisable configuraton files, and
even a close gadgel

Perhaps the most important addiion, however,
was the inclusion of an ARex inferfoce, yet fow
peopl seen lo mke any grea use f s focy
The reason? I's probably thl E4, as o fex edir,
is il rgarded as o relively primiive piece of
sofwore nd most people do in foctuse it oly for
creating and viewing shor ext s, or for carying
oufsimple ext difing jobs

Okay, s e, Even he improved version o Ed
leaves a o fo b desired bu he ARexx connection
is worh experimenting wih. €d, as mony of you
will doubtless know, provides two types of com-
monds colled ‘immedicte’and ‘extended.” In imme-
e mode, Ed execues i various sed
comceds skoigh vy, o ededd s you
press te ESCape key and then ener the exended
command ot the batlom of the window when the
asterisk promp! appears.

Al immecicte mode commands have exended
mode equivlents ond i is imporion becouse it s
the extended command sef tha is used o provide
Ed's ARexx conlol. Many of Ed’s exended com-
monds can be used via ARexx, and foble 1 lists
some ho are poriclory usefl,

You'l fnd ol hese commonds,and ofhers, sed
in the Editor section of the AmigaDOS manual that
came with your machine. Bear in mind when using
these ARex focifis tha you do not need fo use
the ESCape key characler prefx [os is necessory

E d has never been a particular fiendly fext

Table 1: Some Ed

N Ed’s ARexx
connection

AN EXAMPLE SCRIPT

Listing 1 shows an Ed macro that adds line numbers to a fext file. It works by setting
the cursor to the end of the file being edited and executing an RV command using
stem variable that I've called file info. Since the cursor is at the end of the file, the
returned line number represents the number of lines in the file. After moving o the
top of the file, a loop is then used fo add a padded string, containing a line number
and a colon, 1o each fine in the file.

Note, incidentally, that £, when running as just a single copy, will have its ARexx
port called ED. If, however, opies of the program are started while the first
version is stil running, other copies will be given port names of ED_1, ED 2 efc. The
easiest way fo ensure that an ARexx macro started from a purmular version of Ed
makes the right communications connection is o use this type of co

19 get ed's adress
1% iy it as current hast 4/

In order to see the macro in aetion first copy the macro from the cover disk fo your
rexx: directory and then use £d fo open or create the file you wish fo add line num-
bers to. With this text file still open, it the ESCape key and enter this type of
extended command:

rultiseaber.con!
The macro will then number all the text lines in the file currently being edited, and
return you to Ed's Immediate mode in readiness for saving the file or further edifing!

commond called RY which subsequently provides
set of doto ifems s a compound variable sel
insiructon - ised i the obove monucl  [bosed on o scriptspeciied siem). In shor, you
a5 ESC,B - would necd, in an ARexx seiph,fo be  issve an RV command using your chosen sem and
wien s he sing b’ or B’ from that point on, the predefned conpound var-
allow ARexx scipts fo collctinformation  oble fis shown in foble 2 can be used fo exrac
about varius fle chorocteisics, Ed provides @ any required infornaiion
Table 2 information that can be made

when issuing extended commands of the key-
board). For example, the ‘move o g

B Move fo bottom of file
D Delete current line

1//  Insert a line with specified string before the current line
J' Join current line with the next line

M Move toline n

N Move fo next line

T Move to fop of fext

etehddress)
ress value ed

"
fite_infol*
e

o ot 1
‘

et mum 0
b of as v 1.4

bt l(»u o st

i mu e e mm .; & e Uit
en join Lines together
I+ ot e 1

o tine count) 41

5.BASE window base S.LEFT left margin
S.CURRENT  fext of current line s.LINE current line number
S.EXTEND extended margin value  5.LMAX max visible line
SFILENAME file being edited 5RIGHT right margin
S.FORCECASE  case sensitivity flag 5.SEARCH last search string
sLASTCMD last extended sTABSTOP  current tab stop
command issued . WIDTH screen character width

Listing 1: An
Edbased line At east ARoxx makes Ed
a little moro respectable
22 an oditor
T
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Phil South dips info , T -
the infostream and _ e . g
comes up with @ >4

gooey handful of
graphicsbased s

Babylon 5 Space Station

‘s easy for outsi y
[ oo o ot ot peires
. bject from
B Anigo these d Tomahawk site,
since Escom rendered using
provelens

Aniga in their soe:
ot really very active these

Amiga Web sies w
But what about

LightWave/Toaster HTTP server Dean Scott Home Page Desktop Images Home Page

i/ /lomahawk welch s ke gl Y. B8/ s col.com/dcot5663/ o Worle

w One And Only Media A compreh e site fa
W5/ /chelsa jos con:80/~ocomedia NewTek Inc " 0
i/ /www newiek com
Virtual Lightwave Deme.
ip//cse.un ed/~mobe

R ron Varnch Richard G. L'Hommediev, Jr.
scow.con/ i/ /o pb.ne

PENTAGRAFX PRODUCTIONS:

it/ /wwwecs megill

The Rendering Plant, Inc.
Hil://www. poriol.com/~corso/

demo from the R:

e i
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The largest and most highly praised collection of high
quahty DTP & DTV PD & Shareware in AMIGA history!

We e sen st vy Anigh CD e i cxvncs nd i el e s bl sl nd el i he iy The ey
of these CDs are alo e il thie may be advaniageous fo the company selling them, the end wer is faced with a CD n
\wnr«mmv D e poapay ca't ten . o wha et i conainin o of bodly crpmied e filed with fow o cass vt pth
era < it disappointe et i Yot Aot and fndec. a massve ask on bis hands.. b has oo Gt e b

Sany times) and o way of knowing wha he's oo cnd s i hen el forced it londing exch ndivdost o e plicaton, us 10 sec what o
T e b oo, e the e povay., disconesthat most f the indor corupe e

Some o e calle” C evlopes e st vy v 6 o i o CDs o i s rlssin e €D s Proesesl e ol £ 51
S e e i s you sy kow? We oy e e cumet o sl ENCH g T o o i
o o o e il b judgod. & big cloim you sy Well eres  bri insigh o wht s included on the EMC i o e a1 oganise

e, This measthat you don't et CI loaded with PC fils that you can

. these CD are aimed difctly at Amiga users, und e for - platform compute
. these COn s e degly o 0 and g . ench o he 3 CD contans IFF fntprview sreen o vy foo Ges S Bl 0 e, mply
ek on the presiew oo o see th foni! The cipart and Aunuvm\ have been flly sored and al drctones e 7 preview shumbnail index sereens (and also
Seseinive Hienames). Piebasers of the CDs willalso have the opion to etace book. published especially for the EMC CDs. enianing font prntouts

The price for each CD is £24.99 + 1.00uKp &,

For first class recorded Airmail to Europe add £4.00 p & p & Rest of World add £6.00

The third disc - EMC - PHASE 3 - will be released on.. Monday 15th January 1996

EMC-PHASE 1 CONTENTS, 04% it
it Cos okt - P S it e ciplons S
o ey a0 B
e ot ) Pope” 2 oo o RS
< O s o ot
o . Lo, Ofics, Pocpl, Tanspo, USA, Word. o, e o D T
acEs i esscior sl uw e S e
e s e o s o R R
e s e 6 o 18 F 138 ot Vo Sk R
o sToFF o &

AVAILABLE NOW!
£24.99+p &P e

EMC-PHASE 2 CONTENTS...
e et EMC 17,27, 877 - GG EMC 25,26, 30,31 8.82 - Colour EVC 48 &.49 and 71 imagne e Fots
L

o drectons s

Frut, Word Maps (! iy o Ea), S Voo
o & e Bordare, Bukige.Cipar,Offce Sl P, Tanepo,
w: P Spore. ThaArs. Tanspor, Xras AN
Botyions. B, BoraV, St T FaiousPecpl, Gt Kaly Miary, NighBieed, Pancram, Pacple, SciF,Terminator AVAILABLE NOW!
e B B s oad. WoraPeopl & ovrT0 B of736:500 Video Backops i IFF 1 § 268 coau oty £24.99 +p & p

NTS,
TR TS 1  prowanan EMC - COENC 05485, 004.7 200 Clipfonts and a ur previousy
 Typet, G and Colour

5, (0 parS), Tenga), Wonds s )
Jmai, Troos, Xma
w\M e nd 7 258 oour o
cCars, Dunguns Do, D M.
i s Woadroe and ove 57 M of 736 566 Vice
oRE RELEASE OFFER £19.99 + p&p for al orders recaived before 12th January 1996

St Trok (059, Fracals, G, Groeca, Hunks, Hoavy W
e o & 2h ot s

RELEASE DATE:
15TH JAN 1996

LV ho rapnc it ar coianed on COs el shou e | 1 Cox
oot by searching hrough counoss CDs 0 locae an image. ook s m answer

o G covared by INDEX, you can Use i o view the contents f a particur CD before you decide fo by INDEX

6 nclude. rofFonts  Clpart Crapic & Al Sessatons Wtk of Clpar ProPics, Pandora, RHS Colo Kollecion, AIn@t 37, | -\ - o
Wlimedi Took 1 Gar eae, Frosh At Naihs of al Clpar PCX Pobourt PLOWS At Sough Sreenvare, SoF & Farasy, e | meLEAsE DATE
e s ot lpart Warshouss, GilGalaxy and Aimathera's CDPD3, Dero, Demo?, 10 0110 & DTV 12th FEBRUARY 1996
PRE RELEASE OFFER |
£11.99+ ppfor all orders aken bafore 15 Doc. 46 £1299 - pi o all orders taken between 16 Dec. 5 and 12 Jan 96
e o ordorstakonbetween 13 Jan- Gaand 3 Fob. 55 £14.99+p &P

scsens s oo EVC Prasef 2480 tho gapics contanod o ‘* ]

50, YOU HAVEN'T GOT A CD DRIVE?

Vil don dospar e it o0l o s from E F PRICE! Allyou noed o do s refer
s pack_ seloc iha oumels) you wari,acd Up the fotal orer value,chide e fesul by 2 s a6 £1.00 ot postage. Then send. ax or phone your

et trough quotng “EMC HAL ALF PRICE OFFER"you e s cuerie ‘blease don' hesitate to phone.
B OB e s, £10 o Gl vaue (ator dicount) o isofel

NOTICE TO OWNERS OF RETAIL OUTLETS
FYOUAVE ASHORTHAT SELLS AMIGA PRODUCTS ANDYOU ARE

(TERESTED IN STOCKING THE RANGE OF EC'S COs
PLEASE CONTACT US FOR TRADE DETAILS & PRICES!

v EMC Phis | & 2 ogehes for 64499 ¢
s g for EMC Phase 3 and g Phase 182 for £3999 4 p & p
50, Eutope - 5.0, R of Word 750 ves ol e vid i 20

E.M.COMPUTERGRAPHIC

8 EDITH ROAD, CLACTON, ESSEX CO15 1JU
Tel : 01255 431389 x: 01255 428666




Frank Nord delves
info the murky and
misunderstood

law

ontinuing our commercial publishing
c theme this month, | thought we might
foke o look of copyright low and how it
W offects the DTP'er. Alhough you might
hink that noone is inferested in whether o nol
you use copyrighted images, sounds o e, this
is usually only due 1o the fact that you might have
& very small circultion for your work. However,
s fomous cases prove [paricualy in the Music
Indusy), people are willing to strenvously fight
for the right o be credited and paid for) their
‘own work - you would feel the same way ifsome-
e wos ripping you of. Alhough copyright law
is prefty complex, forunately, as long as you sick
1o the bosics, you should be olrght. The basics in
Hhis instonce are ol copyright low is founded on
ane major principle which is 1o profect the
products of someone’sskil, abour o fime.
Something you might not be aware of is that
there is no copyrigh in facls, news, ideas or
infornation, but there is copyright n the way
ey are presented. So, although you can print
fhot o television programme or o football maich
will be on of o cerlain fime, you can't print a
whole schadule of TV programmes or football fix
tures, bacause you would have fo make use of a
lst propored by someone else. Normally, it i in
the television companies” iferest fo supply TV
schedling informalion to newspapers because of

PAGESTREAM PROGRESS

and I've been playing with it ev
reason for it s the fact that
in't name it3.0i and then make 3.0
they told people that 3.0i wa:

he last version before 3.1. But th
features they wanted fo fo

g 3.0h2 3.0i. See? Well,
For a start, one of
biggest changes is the fact that you can now
TextFX, an optional add-on. TextFX has alr

.

yway, what's new!

world of copyright puvb’lish
-

the publicty they need in order 1o get adequate
viewing figures, but companies fhot exist 1o moke
a profit from such schedules wil ofien have o
pay for the information; TV lstings mogazines
and pools companies are pariculr examples.
Copyright exists in anything you produce
|whether it be writen, photographed, painted,
played or any other form of creafive work] from
the moment you record it and exissfor fify years
rom the end of the yeor you die. This is where
most PD comparnies fll foul of copyright law by
selling scons of images aken from books, fanasy
artwork by orists like Chris Achilleas, Boris
Vallejo and Frank Frozetta being particulorly
popular with people. I is, however, unlikely thot
any of these companies will be prosecuted
because it can be in the interest of the body
holding the copyright fo allow violaions e
these for the purpose of disseminaling their
work fo o wider audience who might not
come ocross it any other way.

LETTERS

Another example of everyday copy
right law exit i you've wiiten o let
tor to Amiga Computing. In fhis
instonce you sl refain the copyright of
the leter and we have the right o print
it once, but we could fal foul of copy-
right low should we reprin it in @ collec-
fion ofleers or give it fo Amiga Action fo
print (because t was sent fo AC)

1f you are cracfing your own magazine or

only have what are known as First Brish Seriol
Rights', which means tha you are eniied fo print
the riicle once, afer which copyright reverts fo
the author. You con get around this by making
them sign your ferms and conditions which spe-
cify that the magazine you are edifing should

eceived quite a lot of press, so here are the basics
With TextFX you can take a piece of frameless fext
and wrap it around a circle or distort it simply by
clicking on a buton. And as if that wasn't enough,
you can actually add your own TextFX shapes
using PageStream’s ARexx inferface.

Most of the rest of the new version’s updates
mply bug fixes or improvements in speed
and efficiency, but separations are stll not fully
mplemented, which is the biggest limit on
PageStream 3's usefulness in a professional

apacity
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Code
violator

COPYRIGHT

FREE?

ere are a few sources of copyright free
information, music being a particular
example, but the major one is any infor-

mation made publicly available by act
of parliament such as the Highway
Code or any of the innumerable citizens
charters

e s o

£

retain oll worldwide rights 1o the work produced
by the freelancer.

Obiously, i you are wrting o magazine and
you ore reviewing something you will be allowed
o sample sections of whatever it is you ore
reviewing, whether it be a book, film, play or
piece of software, without breaching copyright.
Ater all, if you couldn', you would have o hard
fime prining your review! Even 5o, you must
make sure fhat you don't overuse your source
material; quoting an enfire chapter from o book
would be o breach of copyright, o single pare-

make must be enfely occurate - no poraphasing
allowed.

Lastly, copyright exists on what are vaguely
termed ‘typographical arrangements'. Logos,
mostheads and product labels are an example
of this, This copyright exists for twenly five
years from the end of the yeor in which the
“iypographical arrangement’ was i infrocuced.




REPAIFK

WHILE-U-WAIT -’
COMPUTERS & MONITORS

Attention Dealers EW LOW FIXED PRICE
Ring/Fax Now for best trade prices and terms A500, A500+ ﬂ A1200
A600

on Repairs, Spares, Floppy Drives, Hard Drives,
£39.95 | £49.95

CD Rom Drives and Memory Upgrades.

FAST TURN AROUND.

DAYS WARRANTY ON ALL REPAI
610 EXTRA CHARGE FOR WHILE-U- WAIT SERVICE
COURIER CHARGES M 00 + VAT EACH WAY

e

/A1500/A2000/A3( £QUOTATION
APOLLO A1200 9.5" HARD DRIVES 5| | 3.5 HARD DRIVES
FOR A600/A1 200
ACCELERATORS £59.95 958Mb.. £199.95 ml’ M
il g e ge | Best
Best Mi‘mmmmmt‘mmu« -»
Prices 2.5¢IDE Cable £ Software £9.95 Pﬂm

BEST AFTER SAI.ES SERVICE

St 1+ ot

A6°° [ Upgvldalimi

\J \ INTERNAL FLOPPY DRIVES
(] 1 JGRAL 50 2995 AGOOIAIZ00.........£34.95
e ‘,‘, CHIPS < SPARES < ACCESSORIES
Upgrade to 1 Meg]| Upgrade to e s £

Upgrade to 1 Mes |
‘with clock

|

””HLOGC

ANALOGIC unit c, A--' Centre, Elm

HAMA GENLOGS|| AMITAR s
QUAD SPEED
for @miga | | INCLUDING SQUIRREL
Please call || SCS/INTERFACE 524’.’5 o
= NOW A1900 without Hard Drive ....£999.95  A1200 ‘with 340MO.... £449.95
%/AMVAII.AILE A1200 with 170Mb..... £369.95  A1200 with 510Mb... 549.95
S A1900 with 258Mb.... £399.95  *Call for more good deals
ANALOG‘ & m (“) m TIMES e YEAR 1996 ’"u“n:

* Fired charge for

e men Tel: 0181 546 9515

+ VAT for couier %

N .

*
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Phil South starts up
his Amos program
and shows you
more coding

hints and fips

o emulote your fovourite arcode games
T i st o gt o o
of your ships, aliens and other flying
M things. A ot of people find it hord fo get
sheir brains around moking @ control mecharism
which provides you with conrol for both the
mouse and the joystick, but help is of hand
because here is a routne which will do both very
i

anty
First we stort by making a bob:

Bar 0,0 T
e 00 1,11

Having grabbed the bob we clear the screen of
ol disractions

Hae s s 1 s 0
Sauble Buffe

and then we are off. The double buffer commond
in there is 1o make the sprife movemen's  bit
smoother.

The routine works like so: The mouse and the
foystick can move anywhere between _TOX, TOY
and _BOX,_BOY, in this example 0,0 to
320,200. The voriobles_DOX and _DOY govern
the X and Y speed of he bob ocros the screen
_SOX and _SOY govern the initial position of
the bob on the screen. So we set up these
variables:

60+ _Sor100 ¢ Y010 :
a0

Then we are readly or the main loop:

seepior:

S8 i) sttt
b _sor, o1
£nd 1
1 o) i sorcen
Aed_sar, ot
e 1

These two commands check fo the up and down
movement and move the bob up or down 1Y
it Next:
1 L6f8C1) and_00._Ton)
1d 300,701
i1t
1 IHghECT) andCSoXe 000
At o0, i
1t

We do the same for the X moves of Isf and
sight, and if they ore detected, hen we move the
bob 1 X units across the screen. If no joystick
moves are detected, we sense for he mouse, ke
w

T Nousest Hard(_so0)
¥ Nauiest Hard(_500)
flse
_SOUE Screen(X Nouse)
S0t Screen(Y ouse)
end 1

This turns the mouse moves info moves for the
bob, and sends these coordinates 1o the bob
Finolly we can move the bob isel:

Bab 1,508,801,

which tokes the _SOX and _SOY coardinates
and sends them 1o the bob fo move i o that post

Then with a retur o the font of the routine
we can sart he whole process ogain

uto DEEPIDY

This hoppens a ot every second, s0 you oways
get an update and the bob follows wherever you
point the foystck or mouse

This i the version of the routine which works

a subrouine, i.e. if you replace the GOTO of
The nd wih RETURN, thenyou concal 1 rom a
subroutne. If, however, you replace the GOTO
Ioop ot the and with END PROC, and feed ol the
dalo to the routine v the Procedure cal ke so:

Procedure DEEPIOVCBOL, 0T, _SOX,
Tt
it ) 00100

s01,- b0t

Hitomit s
3om,

et ot som_7en
K64 301,708

end 1
I dright(1) and(_Sore 800
Aad_Sor, 0t

End 1
1 Rousest Navdl s
Nousest Rard(_SO0)
Else
_SOteE Sereen(x Rouse)
50T Sereenr Rouse)

man "
Bob 1,801, 801,
nd Prac

then you can use the routine anywhere in o pro-
gram, and just call it o if it is o function of
‘Amos. To call the process all you have 1o do is
add o lne:

BEEPIONCY, 1, 160,100,0,0,320,200

and the proc will run. [Be sure fo call it every
fime the program does  loop or you won't be

/ANUARV 1996

§ B
Use the mouse or the joystick
to control the bobs

An oasy-to-use joystick control routine

checking for the joyslick.) There you have it, o
modulor, easylouse joysick control routine which
i

1 would be inferested if anyone can consiruct a
routine which reads the mouse and pointer and
joystick, but uses one pointer for the mouse in one
area of the screen and anather for he ship on fhe
scren, like having @ menu on one area of the
scroen (using LMIT MOUSE] for the mouse moves,
and onother area of the screen for conrolling the
ship. Or you could have the mouse used fo im
gun and the joyslick fo control o character on
screen, meaning you coud move and shoo in any
diretion of the same . This s not hard and o
simple variafion of this basic roufine




HiQ Limited

n options for all Amigas

PowerStation Specifications:-
3. 200 wat power suppy for compete Power Systems.
ction

Multimedja PowerStatiol

i
B2
<
i
5

5 High spaed Scunel SCSI2 nferace from His
& Dol pood, Ny 0032 compatible CO-Rom e
7. Power and Hard Drve LEX
. Futurs expansion polental
9. Low costwhen compared o sigl e cases.

10, Mo GOom and Amiga aucio oulputs tu spaskers

15, Gormputr speed ndicaor, 2 speed svichable.

12.DOES NOT Ve WY

Rave reviews in all Magazines

PowerStation pack Prices =) PowerStation Case Prices

‘Stereo speaker version £329: y “ Stereo speaker ve £12995
Sowdeen | Sns O e
e L e =
I = O HEEfRE

The Greatest Drive since the
Model T Ford

Wellthe wait is over and the future has arrived in the
shape of the new Panasonic PD System SCS| Optical
drive. This unit s a Hybrid 650Mb, Quad speed CD-
ROM and Optical Read/Write system. (Yes, you did
read that correctly).

Now you can read all of your favourite CD Tiles at
over 600Kb per second and by purchasing the low cost
'850Mb cartridges you have 650Mb of storage space
always on line just lie a conventional hard drive.

!Limited Supply! WC¥ZE @
Internal Drive Unit ' £599.95 inc. VAT
650Mb Cartridge £49.95 inc. VAT
External Case £59.95 inc. VAT

Samsung New “M” Range Monitors

The now Samsing "M Range moriors ao any o

the sorious Amiga user. They work st above the

ecuency range ofthe Amigas 50 you need to

o Doubia Pal mode, bu the display i the best you

il s0a o th lrgest monfor maker in the work!

15" does not support DBLPal

15" Gle ..£329.95, 15" Gli ..£399.95

17"supports DB

AA1200 420Mb IDE
Only £124.95

A1200 540Mb IDE
Only £139.95

A1200 850Mb IDE
Only £189.95
Al drives formatied, and Magic Workbench plus PD.
‘Sofvare ntalo. Fre fing fo personal calers
A1200 Cable Pack £20
aet & Pacing €7 (O
SCSI 3.5" Drives
‘Quantum 540Mb FireBall
Quantum 840Mb Trailblazer
Micropolis 2.1Gb AV drive

£179.95
£229.95
£769.95

COMING VERY SOON
ideo quality digital Video

Recording, Ediing and Playback system for
PowerStation users only.
Features:-

« Digital SVHS / Comp recordin

« Encoded SVHS / Gomp Video Output.

« Full Digtal Video Editing software includes
many high quality DVE effecis.

« Upgrades Processing power.

« 16 bit Audio recording and Playback.

« Mpegfil creation software included.
« 1024 x 768 16 bit colour display.
+ Add Panasonic PD drive for instant studio.

17" GIi...£649.95, 17" Glsi.£749.95
P £12:

12,50
Soon to be made in the UK

Quad Speed versus Dual Speed (SCSI) CDRom drives
0.15 Quad Speed the Future? 3

Prices from approximately £1,500

Hi-Fi quality active stereo speakers
(o M Al
Soocitcations . v

peci
1. 80 watt active stereo = s
2 3

ANo,
.l the extra speed useful?

;
ool
ol o s
7| o
%

A

Q. What about very high quality v
A Yes, 15 minutes worth. All

Q. Wht do HIQ know abouts

A

3. Colour matched
4. Volume, Bass and Treble
5. Excellont Bass response.

Price only £39.95 pap 7.0

Dor
All Prices include VAT

EMail address:- Compuserve 10043;

Tel 01525 211327

HiQ Ltd, Gable End, 2 The Square, Hockliffe, Bedfordshire LU7 9NB.

Fax 01525 211328

.
2,711 Yo




Paul Overaa takes
a look at a handy
Midi gadget from
Forefront

Technology

o

music;

B @ ot musicians, os they gel more and
BB et oll manver of exra bits and
m—pieces - through boxes, mergers,
swilchers, exira sound modules and so on. Those
of you who are this fo down the Midi ol and
are looking for something a itle diflerent may
therefor ke o know obout a it box called the
T3 thl can be used fo generote vrious Midi
messages and modify Mididoto os it posses
through th uni
The FT3 is mandfoctured by Forefront
Technology and is  hand held, batery dri
ven (9 PP3) device that measures ust
120mmil) x 68mm{W] x 39mn[H). Conrol
wise i a praty simple offi - there’s a op
nel which contoins o 12key keypod plus
led indicato] and o side panel containing an
on/off switch, Midi In and Midi Out termi.
nals. Thera's ol  minjock socket which s
used fo connectan optional exernal
foolswich
One ofthe mast populr uses o the FT3 is
as a program change generaor for Mid
ased muscians who ore nol using
sequencers. A guiars, for nsiance, might use
an FT3 for remalely selecting echoy reverb
efects on o Midi conroled igitl deloy uit
Now, foran Aniga-bosed musicion running o
sequencer, this pariculr sort of use is unlkely
chinfrest snce program change
commands are bes! odded direcly o the song
sequences themselves.
Where the FT3 skt o become of more iner
estis with some of s ather fuctions. You can

check Mid: ieods 1 e wilin ey e oy o
ot and in foct, e e R ——

@ whole chain of Mk gur i er & o

nd
nals

isuol fed) indicaion thot Mic messoges are
@riving ot the FT3's Midi In terminal, and the unit
b o respond o ik cr i msoge

e Caried o by g R M
Note off messages

AMiGA COMPUTING

JANUARY 1996

o messoges on o |
sy, thesesors of things con be mdy during fault
Sading.In additon 1o this you can also rechanel
iscoming Midi dota and perform ‘eyboard splif
e operations on incoming Midi data - so that
sotes on o given chonnel above o user selecied
Mid nofe gel relransmitied on o Midi chamel one
Bigher than the originol channel

the ability o

messages ¢
appropric al numbers for each
byte of the particularly useful fo

their own Midi

ny sort of pro.

1o trigger the running

ething that

would need fo use on

01992 524442

[Price: | £79.99
(Supplier:] BCK Products
{Phone: NN T 7774

Easeof Use

Implemeniation
Value for money
Overall




MG’S (AMC) The OId
Farnhouse,Rosefeld,
i5° = | | AMIGA REPAIRS
Tek: 01821 63488

Fast, Friendly, Efficient Service. Orders returned same day 1st class
4 ; v FIXED PRICE ONLY £42.99 incl. seo. soron
1000's of demos, music disks, animati + Price includes PARTS, LABOUR, DELIVERY & VAT
slideshows, utilities, glamour etc. S oo et e L st 14 Years |
GAMES TAMCES, TOSTEREOGR/ * Includes FULL D\Aﬁuosﬂcs sEchE 'AND SOAK test
LIMGAMICA  PSYCHBUAL | C & Wi of Keyboard need replacing add £10

carvz

R i of i
.iﬁ’u“:J""“"““"““"‘*" ,,(,.M:‘\"L‘:a,&{" SUTEVS AMIGA A1200 Repairs only £52.99 — Fully inclusive
MiRhmoe AR
B e
Emiomacs X ? NEW A12005 220000 AS00 Motherboard v £59.00
Rocktry e Sy
AS‘In ED ROM DNIVE £66.00 FXTEI‘(MA\ DRIVE £38.99
IMI] Inl!mﬂ Drive £20.96  A600/1200 Internal Drive £35.95
63724 1 Mog Agnus £3430 | 68000 CPU. #880| | ASOD Keyboard #3600
B0 |t e mao)
A avo| | Kekar 12 |
By konamow i3
IGAS) m\mn DELUXE 2. #3050
o . 7
KLONDIKE 31 0N a1 (0600) |
KooV R onoikt i s
PALSE GOV v RO AT A s
RoRDTO N A okt S0, | Mesivootsso St AR |
QPLVION orcoopLus)  IMAGESTODIO2 CRDSETS W bAGE ) s, | | MO ARILLSTOOK
i a ‘n‘k\“'.“} A e rir e tsmnnnunmns\u e e e e
~SPECIALOFFER
R oo (a8 PR o
Rty yis =i Wﬂlﬂlﬂmmﬂm -& DART
S clas 2 catalogl . (nmnul{!l\(nr(n
DA 105 ovon R, Leeer EL P = i

'FER

mwmmmmm.‘mwvw“mw,mmﬁ.,
vl panaly i FRINT 45 G000 45 mﬂulmmnllymymmnmwkmzmmAw,,mnmmmimswmn S Sl e
S o P, A R0l 1201

'COLOUR PRINTER RIBBONS & RELOAL

Ve s s P EOLD41072,2
poles i b LOWOPR Een 010 /90 kot
‘ribbon- reloads. e will re-ink 100+ ribbons.
Gz swiyasc/my IS ot
{‘i Kmll‘/llu/ﬂﬂﬂ
Farasonic
o o o gy o v S0 o D8 5% 2R i ke the p of take ut the ok bbon and
Binr e feaurs incluce- Star L2 VLA 2 eload it with  new one
SR e et Selosasiss 5 oo Gt

Sekct arn o e printed Sl .s.mww..m

80/LQ800’

For: HP DESKIET S00, 810 520,550, S00C,$20C, 57, Sesknsha \m/’mlst 5” S
EPSON STYLUS 800, 1000 CANON nusnsm TOC0,  SarLCI0/20/1003 blck rloads....
g{?\fﬁ?{fx s, 57200, 1130, Bo00. ) L2 Range 5 black rekoads. ¥

6 Refill Kit I2ﬁm| purrogluk % o £1699  Star LCA) g

T ‘nHlRf PRINTING RIHEO’\S
T ON NORMAL PAPER 1RO
Sellow, magenta & cyan 180mI k2099 " Coour e S/ ABC/ 20
Yot Ticad Recovery Fluid for unblocking 4 oo Gl i ()
e S FOR T DESKIET RANGE. | o e L
hnon BIC0.BICAND k. 10 Reils of Yellow, o, § o Sar LG Ha (mm o

£1699
L£1699

Simgenta & Cyan T60mi =
I e shate e when prderi
ot rde Encoe chgues/ PO made pyabe  CARE ELECTRONICS ot e Ascom/Vis |
owmstarmwmn
ARE ELECTRONICS Caberasurat
Dept AMC, 15 Holllnd Slmons. Garston, Wartord, Herls, WD2 6JN. Fax: 01020 672102 | 1 Cokut Emﬂm/wmmm
DER LINE ON 01923 894064 == 1 Colou Pnsorc K47 108

'ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT AND CARRIAGE Wide range of nbbm\izvallahk

SANUARY 1996

——




Become a 2D special
effects wizard and

your designs end
with a bang

he process of creatng graphic images is
T much like the process of creating a modk
ern movie. From storyboard, the image
then goss ifo production, ond fnally the
speciol efecs are odded. I've covered the basics
of storyboording and image production, so this
month [ be exploining simple special effect fech-
siques which can breathe ife ino your designs.

To create realitc speciol effcts you need 1o
enderstond what the effect actually looks ke, how
i hagpens and how it affects the fher elements in
the pictre. As on example, lefs fake o look of
good old ain - something we'e ol familor with

The only reason we actually see raindrops s
due o light enteing them and then being refle-

As a side elfect of tis union, any obiects
covered by the roindrops appear 1o be bighter in
colowr. We now have a firly good undersionding
of raindrops and also a clue fo emulating the
effect in a paint package - brighten. Read on

The special effects you use depend heavlly on
the fype of image you are creating and the gen
ecal subject mater. Using last mont's ciy scene
a3 an example, | necded fo create an unobrusive
roin efect s wel a5 o glow oround lights simulal-
ing a wet ond polluted atmosphere. With an
understanding of the raindrop effect described
bove, | realised thet an adequate simulafion of
roin could be achieved by simply drawing it over
the background uing the Bighten draw funcion.

O the Spare page, | simply drew a few short
lines ot on ongle, grabbed them as o brush ond
painted it down continvously fill | had

downpour. | then grobbed the enfie page s @
brush, enabled the Brighten effect wih o seting of
10 per cent, and siamped the brush over the
background. Voilé - perfect il

The Brighten tool was then used ogain fo cre
ate the glowing light effect. A circulor red light
wos firt created on the spare page then, using
the filed circle fool with o Brighten seting of 15
per cent, | drew o circle larger thon the fght to
create o glow on the background. The red light
was then placed over the centre of the glow with
the antiolios efect enabled. Drawing more, sma-
Ter brightened circes just of the main glow, | was
able to simulote o lens flare. You can put the
Brighten effect fo many more uses, smoke for
example.

e ]

AYING WITH FIRE

The next effect demonstrates how easy it is to
build new special effects by combining you
paint package’s tools together. Remember, the
best designs come by way of experimentatio
and not by sticking to the rules.

One of the most diffieult effects o create is
that of an explosion or blast. Obviously being
rather chaotic, it’s not the sort of thing you can
plan on paper, so a series of effects are needed
o give it that chaoic edge. The first thing to do
is think of the colours and create a suitable
spread (transition) of colours - probably yel
low, through red to black - and the more
colours you have the better it will look. You
should then set the spread dithe
between 15 and 40 per cent so that the final
explosion doesn't look 00 pixely.

Now you can begin to lay down your expl
sion. Select the filled circle tool and set the f
mode effect to Spherical. Enable the anti-alia:
5o that it is smoothed with the background and

‘Superb explosions can be created by combining
Just a fow of your paint package's tools together

[Amica Compuring]
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0 “AMIGA MAGIC” PACKS e

Package ever supplied with the Amiga.
2 MEG, BASIC PACK save over £20.00 on the RrP
only £379.99 or witn (HARD DRIVE & SCALA)
Only £479.99 Free P&P on both packs ...
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NIGHT EXPRESS BBS”
ON (+44) 01384 86 56 26 (24 HRS)'SOFTWARE READY TO DOWNLOAD NOW
ordor Hotiine... (01274) 677673 14 nours

A ISSIE e e T = S DR T

LA

obtainit or

WIZARD GAMES

AMIGA — CHOOSE ANY 3 FOR £20.00 OR £8.99 EACH
e py

e
Tip o s

S ., B e
e e = e
SR £ = =
g2t e, TSmO BT
= Emis eEm T nte
Sy o
= e ot
S = S,
Totpee  Elghem, Bimm W
bl LI
AMIGA - CHOOSE ANY 3 FOR £10.00 - PLEASE GIVE 1 ALTERNATIVE
fngevien apr i e
e, B EiEe B
e R =, .
¥ B2,  Exhn
retrt %}:‘;mcm— e ]
B, . B TSl
e . BE T B !
e EEL R, S
B, mE B
g = B o
e ey
g o
et =
e hrks
JOYSTICKS
o

S s 2 gy
E A e 1 T )
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A PHONE CALL RESERVES YOUR ORDER. Open 6 days a week 9.00 - 530
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Eurape + £200 per game. Rest of the World £3.00.
may vary.
Cheques or Postal Orders payable to: Wizard Games,
'NORTH MARINE RD, , N. YORKS Y012 7EY
Tel & Fax: 01723 376586/503299

"UNDERGROUND P.D,, 54 CARMANIA CLOSE, SHOEBURYNESS, 'ESSEX 553 9YZ. Tek: 01702 295887

Name: Amiga Mode:

Address. (} 'WIZARD GAMES,
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he final part of
ary Whiteley's
ok at fonts and
eir applications

ver th las two columns 've outined the
difierent types of font avalable 1o the
Amiga user, how fo conver them 1o for
mots more suied fo your needs, some-
g cbou basic font stles, ond a few porters fo
sensle font use. This month Im going o concode
e seres with o look of different uses of fons in
ideo tling and a couple o ints and fps.

In case you did't know, here are o variely of
different techniques under the general heading of
video flng - these inclde copiions, s, subifles
scrols, and crowls. Which fechnique you use could
help determine boh the size and design of he
foni/s best sued to the ob in hond ~ though don't
forget o olso consider he contextof the production
when making your choice.

The simplest way fo video ffe is ‘pogedlpping’,
where o sequence of sl is slowy displayed one

Fonfts and
/ video

PArT 3

roprea

ot time to reveol thei confents. You con even do
ihis with Deluxe Paint [or ofher animation pro-
groms), 50 a video fillng pockage isn't sticlly
necessary i hisfechnique is ol you need.

There tre olmost no restictons as 1o how you
use fonts vith hs technique, beyond keeping shle
and content wihin sensible limis. Big, small but
keep it readable by viewers, mixed styles, groph
ics, whotever. Page fiping can be used for s,
credits, captions, and sublifles, but you'll need
proper tling software for successl scrolling and

rowiing
ot bing i cphonigyeo bl ot
be able o use o lorge fype size, since you'l need
convey the requited infornation within the lenghh
iming) of the shot - herefore, you may need to
use smallsh) etring to ochieve this. You'l also
need to leave pleny of polate Colour 0 on screen
50 that we can see the acluol sbiect of the subiife
or caplion affe genlocking. In praciico fems, this
generally means sicking o sizes which are usuolly
fes than one-ixh of th fotal sreen height hink in
lnes insead of he usual poinis).

Scrols and crawis bring their own problems. For
crows fwhere a single line of fext moves horizont
ally ocross the screen), follow the guidelines for
capions ond subitles. For serols, you'l need fo
work out he best way fo ko ot your inormaton in
context with the images they may be combined
with. You'l hove fo experiment o discover how
many characters will fit acros the screen in a por-
fiulor typefoce. You'l need fo design how the per.
formers and techricians ore described, and the rn-

im Lockwood

ighting

ane “ooth

direct

Okay, I'm broaking
s 1 ca

Today's programwe wa g

ving order You'l olso need fo use @ fort or two fbut
usualy no mre] which can be read of the
the scroll ye stll provide all the information
required within the ime allow
These are the basic techniques, but they aren't
the only ones. Scala owners will already know that
they can use a wide range of wipes and efects to
introduce their fext and graphics onlo screen, and.
video users can easly incorporate such presentafion
fechniques info their video filling. Most good video
tilling programs also allow for f least a limited
of effct, such as eletype [where etes are
iyped onto screen one by one) and a varisty of
wipes (ports of the screen are elecironically ‘wiped
away’ fo reveal the nex! graphic or caption)

chunkier images and probably won’t
look slick enough for classy work, but
they do have their place, especially
your Amiga is very basic.

Video titling has a lot of scope, and

once you've got a good font and soft

IN cLOSING

K you con, s amiog o e the ltiers more

eally, and use oo and tobs 1o keep your lex
. Dot crowd o poge: Use borders and drop
oo for sy, Th. rmaton s e e
read, so let it be that way. Balance style and con-
tent, impact and information and you'll be on the
righ ack.

Next Month: Video filing for beginners.

You con enail Gory Whileley os
Ji k
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2 long 2z your 24 is ten
o tess, It apsolutely
reet should you want more
space, youll find unrivalied
for money - for

tance, 25 words cost just £10. Fill in

the form beiow and send
your payments (if applica
Temember to include your telephone

 A1200, 4500 cotacs wanted.Richard Johnson, 3
T Gl Humberside, ISNS 215
et of new AGA CD, phone Richad or:

e s
 Amiga 1200, Desktop Dyramite. £200 ono.HD,
printe, Floppy, negoiabl. Tl 01954 202343,
o Amiga Bz BES e 01924 491461, V. eventhing,
20he, Kew.)
@ Wanked 500/1200 contac. Ry, 35 Oakild g
dens, dtonton, London, N18 1NY.
& Wanted ntemal hard dive for 600 over S, Tek
Tony, 0161-865 939

Amigs PSU. st any Amiga 50010 1200 £20.Te:
01803 299447,
 Low capacy hard dive for AGDO intemal) wart-
ed.TekTon, 0161865 959
& W83 manual en Espanol (Aiga Guide) 654 2995,
DF. Moo ol
& AG00030 120Mb 20d loppy dive. Microvitec
moritor, b RAM H/D. tenal oppysofware inc:
Wordworth,£759 0n, Tek 01634 369245.
# A1200 with HD. 280 - wil send COD. Tek: 0355

558024,
 Rendsle high qualt Genlock VS Compaste

cost 498, bagan £299.Tel 01271 670549
& Fast contacts wanted. £, 4 ignon R, Medstead,
US4 SNI3

magine User Group needs foul Phone Spenceron
1375 670036

@ 41200 85Mb hard dive, 2b RAM, Wordworth
31, Phips monior, £500.Tel:01245 451657

6 A1200 desktop Dynamite 170Mb hrd e
Bargain, £350.Tel 01703 557313 aer 630 pm.
oo 80181657 413 oo
ndpipr Road,

Germany 5722 5353
@ GVP Genlock £160. DPaint 4 AGA new, £65 T8
01767 640088,

 AS00 plus WB2, extena oppy dive, VP 458
Hard dive, 4 SIMMS, complet. £250 o il gl

Pl prc, oy £50.Tek:
Dean, 01983 846270.

+ Conmers s progmervaned 6
Raph Lovesy, 01280

 Englant board i wuq €200, Comes with
Marathon,Tek: 01263 7221

e po S, P M, 210M
dive, 10 megs memary. Tek Tony, 0151-487 9218
82000 7/T20WR CSI, 10845, plus sotware.
Excellen coniion. Tk 01245 465487

South Croydon CR2 8P,
¢ A1200,6Mb 170 hard drive.Books games, wer-
anty, £600.Tek: 01205 270340

0 41200, 6 RAM, 120 hard dive, 1438 monitor,
Viper 030, seconddis rve, PU 40,650 ono. Tk
o1 1952

& A000 040/40MHz PAR ith aptre sptem. Moy
spi, E5750.Tek 01726 832220

@ Seagate 120Mb hard drve, 3 nch DE, 40.Te:

1200 35 new, exta drve, 4 oysics, mouse
ma, 2 samplers, ot o sofvare magazines, E308
Tek 01745 887541 after

& 41200 hardware prjecs

belashades idram.couk o e 01670 851382

rackbal £150.CD32 joypad sofware, 170 Tek
01322 666771, eves,

Name

[JrpoER FORM

Address

Postcode

Telephone

Cheques should be made payable to* Amiga Computing

Amigo Computg

Signed.

ot witin Ty dvertsement copy. | 4m et

18 must gt

Send to: AMC Classifieds, Media House, Adiington Park, Macdlesfield SK10 4NP

AM

17 Bit Software..

ADVERTISERS’
INDEX

Kew = Il

Active Software Moste Healy Mkting
Analogic OnL Pd

Arnold Comp.Supplies .. wi

Blittersoft Pd.
Brian Fowler Computers PD City...

Bus Stop Pd PD Soft

Capri CD Distribution ..
Care i

Centurion Pd

Power Computing..

Dart Computer ..
DTBS

E.M. C

Epic
Force Software.
Fourth Level D

GT.I
Games without Frontiers

ftwar
Speclal Ressrve

Sl Ing
GreyTronics ..
GV Broad Enterprises .. 110 Vvs
Harwoods .. 113, 69, 108, 109 Werrd ¢ Sclence
Hi Soft .. 28,0BC  Wizard
HIQ. 24  Wizard oy
ICPUG 110 Zone 1Ltd

AmiGA COMPUTING

JAN U ARY 1996




3 I e Mo Troi She AR T

88060

superior performance. Full on speed. Yours when
you add the new Falcon 68040/060 accelerator to your
Amiga 1200. It's like never hitting the brakes. State-
ofithe-art-technology for the ultimate rush. Seriously
faster than a 4000/040 at a fraction of the cost. Fit the
Falcon, feel the speed. If you dare.

68040LC 25MHz

1.5 Times more powerful starting from

than the Amiga 4000/040" £429 .95

RAM Access 3.5 times quicker
than the Am!ga 4000/040%

Easily upgradable to the
68060 Processor**

68060 Processor
socket built-in

Can host up to 128MB
of Local Burst RAM

Fast SCSI-I/IIl SMA
Hard Disk Controller (10MB/Sec)

scsI-Chip
PCMCIA Compatible and 68040 or
fully auto-configuring a0 cru ralcon see<g SOMHZ
et et o he 80RO 25M awe M
e s e i SCSI ADAPTOR
scsI-Connector  SIMM-Connector At Ftcn's come complet wih  cooling

i coe needsto be opened and trpdoor it

@ The Viper 28 can have up to 128M8  FPU's complete with crystal. Ples

e nctaled, full Kickstart remapping, _state for Blizzard compatibility.

St S o oS oo 2

processor, instruction and data burst 33MHZ FPU PLCC ... £39.5
modes. 40MHZ FPU Pl(( - £60.
SOMHZ FPU P £89.

VIPER 28 MKH BARE ... .- £119.95  scsii INTEKFA(E IeER 11 onm l‘!.

VIPER 28 MKIl 2MB £199.95 4y SIMM 9.
VIPER 28 MKl 4MB £259.95 gy SIMM . (,7,.
VIPER 28 MKl M8 £399.9
VIPER 28 MKII 16M8 £569.95

A1200 8MB RAM card which uses
32 SIMMs and is PCMCIA friendhy

The Viper 50 can have up to 128MB PCI208 AARE £59
RAM installed, and the same features PC1208 1MB £89
VIPER 50 BARE £199.95 51208 BME £32¢
A VIPER 50 2MB £279.
£1 19 95 VIPER 50 SMB £479.95
- VIPER 50 16MB £649.95 WARP ENGINES o

01234 273000 POWER COMPUTING LTD
44A/B STANLEY STREET max

01234 352207 BEDFORD MK41 7RW 2




Imagine a world where light
doesn't move in waves...

Cinemad4D"

HiSoft Systems is proud to present Cinema4D - a new world of
Amiga ray-tracing. CinemadD is packed with power-user features
that will satisfy even the most demanding users. Moreover, at £199
inc:, Cinema4D does not carry a power-user price tag.

Cinema4D pruvldes an easy-to-use multi-tasking editor replete
with every option including window-based realtime
interactive modelling, modelling directly in 3D, basic and complex
primitives with uncountable variations, easy object manipulation,
‘moveable tool, object and texture lists, definable object hierarchies,
optimised versions for 68020 (A1200 etc.) & FPUs and much more!

The Cinema4D animator brings you even closer to the world of
“virtual reality", breathing life into objects and scenes. It doesn't
matter whether you want to have your spaceship dock with a new
spacestation, or take a tour around the darkest dungeon - with
CinemadD it's so simple. With just a few mouse clicks you will
have your objects move realistically through time and space.

Cinema4D runs on all Amigas with a minimum of 3MB RAM, and
Kickstart 2 or higher. Cinema4D supports all Amiga and graphic
card modes (HAM, HAMS, 24-bit,etc.) and recognised file formats
(Imagine, Sculpt, DXE Reflections, etc.).

Free Cinema4D Demo Disk
Please send me some mare information on CinemaD,
and my fre demo copy of the program. The demo is

compatible with any Amiga running Workben
(or higher) and with 2Mb, of more, offree memory.

The world-beating Cinema4D is

available from all good Amiga °
software dealers,priced at £199 nc. l %
I you espericace any diffculties b oy

obtaining Cinema4D, you can order SYSTEMS

Name:
e by telephoning our order < .
Addss: botlinton 0500 223660, ned wih The Old School, Greenfield
your credit or debit card or you can Bedford MK455DE UK
% Code send us a cheque or postal orders. Tel: +44 (0) 1525 718181
A‘:w’g@'ﬁ ot Ll i Please add £3 P&P for despatch to Fax: +44 (0) 1525 713716
s addresses within the UK, £6 for hisoft@cix.compulink.co.uk

next day delivery (if goods in stock).
© Hisoft 1995. E&OE.
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